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Chiefs look to boost town with buildings’ demolition 

CENTRE REVAMP 
TO BRING HOMES 


By Jamie Brassington 


HUNDREDS of new homes 
could be built in West Brom¬ 
wich as council bosses await 
the demolition of two run¬ 
down buildings. 

Bulldozers are set to move on 
Shaftesbury House in March while 
Sandwell Council awaits £1 million 
funding to demolish Queen Square 
multi-storey car park in the town. 

Planning boss Councillor Paul Moore said 
both buildings could pave the way for ‘hun¬ 
dreds of new homes, commercial development 
or new leisure uses’. 

He said: “This is good news for us. The coun¬ 
cil is looking to further regenerate West Brom¬ 
wich town centre, bring new jobs and possible 
new housing.” 

Sandwell Council’s planning committee has 
approved plans for demolition on Shaftesbury 
House, an outdated former council office block 
on High Street, to begin next month. 

Regenerate 

Once the building is brought down the coun¬ 
cil will look at selling the land for new devel¬ 
opment. 

Sandwell Council is set to bid for £lm from 
the Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership as part of a project to regenerate the 
Queen Square site. 

Plans to demolish Shaftesbury House were 
first mooted last year under regeneration pro¬ 
posals. 

The site, which has fallen derelict and is 
an eyesore, has been largely closed off due to 
safety fears. 

It has also been used by travellers for illegal 
camps. But in June an injunction was made on 
Shaftesbury House banning anyone setting up 
illegal camps on its car park. It was one of 17 
sites brought in by the council with the support 
of West Midlands Police. 

The removal of the two buildings would con¬ 
tinue to change the face of the town centre. 

The demolition of the historic Gas Showroom 
on High Street has been recently completed, 
leaving another site open for potential redevel¬ 
opment. 

It will be rebuilt at the Black Country Living 
Museum, where it will become part of a new 
post-war town at the attraction. 


YOUNGSTERS ON TRACK FOR MILES OF SMILES 



St Mary’s CE Primary School pupils launch the Mile 4 Joel event in memory of former pupil Joel Richards, who was killed by a terrorist in Tunisia 



Terror victim - Joel Richards 


A NEW fitness challenge has been launched by a 
Black Country charity which was set up in memory 
of three terror victims. 

‘A Mile for Joel’ sees youngsters urged to com¬ 
plete one mile of exercise - whether it is walking, 
running, swimming, cycling or any other activity. 

The initiative has been organised by Smile for 
Joel, a charity set up to honour Saddlers fans Joel 
Richards, Adrian Evans and Patrick Evans who 
were killed in Tunisia in 2015. 

Raised 

Smile for Joel was set up by Joel’s mother Suzy 
Evans and her son Owen to support other families 
who have been affected through similarly trau¬ 
matic experiences. It has already raised more than 
£100,000 since it was set up. 


A Mile for Joel was launched at St Mary’s Pri¬ 
mary in Wednesbury, where Joel was a former 
pupil. Children are asked to donate £2 to take part 
in the challenge - with £1 going to their school and 
the other £1 to Smile for Joel. 

The mile challenge could be completed either 
during PE lessons or outside of class. 

A Smile for Joel statement says there are ‘three 
excellent reasons’ to take part. “This is a fantastic 
activity which is inclusive for all ages/ability which 
helps towards their wellbeing. This activity will 
support much-needed school funds. 

“By supporting Smile for Joel you will be helping 
families affected by homicide.” 

To contact Smile for Joel or for more information 
visit smileforjoel.com or facebook.com/smileforjoel/ 
• Tourists - Page 14 


RETAIL 

Blockbuster unit 
sold for £500,000 

THE former Blockbuster unit in West 
Bromwich town centre has been sold for 
£510,000. West Bromwich-based com¬ 
mercial agent Bond Wolfe has sold the 
site at 69 Dudley Street to Belwell Prop¬ 
erty Investments. 

Bond Wolfe boss James Mattin said: 
“Our vendor client acquired the former 
Blockbuster unit after the business went 
into administration for the second time 
and collapsed. Following the property’s 
acquisition, we were instructed to market 
the premises and we managed to secure 
a let on a new 10-year lease.” 

The Salvation Army has taken the 
3,768 sq ft building, which has on-site 
parking, at an annual rental of £37,500. 

“This deal is a classic example of what 
we do best. Take a vacant building, find 
a solid, long term tenant, thus adding 
significant value, and then sell the in¬ 
vestment on. This is one of a number of 
investment deals we have in the pipeline 
and follows our recent £1 million plus 
sale of Sterry House in Stockport,” said 
Mr Mattin. 

COMMUNITY 

Groups merge over 
substance misuse 

ALCOHOL and drug services have merged 
in Sandwell. 

Two existing charities, Cranstoun and 
Swanswell, have joined forces to offer treat¬ 
ment and recovery services throughout the 
borough, with a central focus on preventing 
alcohol and drug misuse through self-help. 

Peter Glass, director of operations for 
Cranstoun, said: “We will keep developing 
our partnership approach and build on the 
already excellent relationships we have in 
Sandwell.” 

Public health chief, Councillor Elaine 
Costigan, said: “This will make sure we 
continue giving excellent levels of support 
to help people recover from alcohol and 
drug dependence.” 

For information on how to access alco¬ 
hol and drug support, call 0121 553 1333 
or visit www.healthysandwell.co.uk 
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Utter pickers have success in the bag 



The volunteers with their bags full of rubbish 


DEDICATED volunteers collected 
a tremendous 16 bags of litter in 
under two hours. 

The Litter Watch group was 
out and about in Tipton in a bid 
to tidy up the blight of litter being 
dumped in the local area. 

Within an hour and three 
quarters, a four-person team had 
bagged 16 plastic sacks of rubbish 
as well as four sacks of cans which 
will be recycled. 

Litter Watch was set up in 1997 
to help Tipton residents tackle 
their environmental concerns and 


provide information and support 
to report litter problems - and 
now covers the whole of Sandwell. 

It is backed by Serco. 

Project co-ordinator Tim Hill 
said: “It was mostly just general 
litter that we picked up. 

“We separate all the cans and 
recycle them and we got four bags 
of cans. 

“We always split them up from 
the general waste so we can recy¬ 
cle some of it - that’s our aim. 

“We want to teach people how 
to recycle and need to teach people 


how to get rid of rubbish. Problem 
areas are identified to us by differ¬ 
ent groups and we then go there 
to help clear up. 

“Getting the message across 
‘please recycle whatever you can 
- and use your dustbins as well’ is 
important for us. 

“It is really frustrating. We go 
out three days a week litter pick¬ 
ing and every time we go out we 
get a minimum of 10 bags - no 
matter where we go. 

“And that is in two to three and 
a half hours maximum.” 


Upset over tickets for 
parking outside home 


AN elderly couple in Tipton who live 
opposite a school have said they 
keep receiving parking tickets - de¬ 
spite their car being parked outside 
their home. 

Desmond and May Sharman, both in 
their eighties, have become distraught due 
to the repeat incidents - which their neph¬ 
ew Nigel Salter said was causing them ‘un¬ 
necessary stress’. 

Nigel, aged 52, 
added his aunt and 
uncle felt like they 
are ‘easy targets’ be¬ 
cause of their age. 

The store man¬ 
ager, who views the 
pair as ‘the parents 
he never had’, said: 
“They live opposite 
Great Bridge School 
in Mount Street so of course its chaos at 3pm. 
It’s impossible for my aunt and uncle to get out. 
So he paid for this drop kerb and a special white 
line outside his house, where only he - or a guest 
of his - is allowed to park. 

“But a warden regularly comes round, be¬ 
cause of the school, and keeps ticketing him. 

“I feel like at this sort of age they shouldn’t be 
getting this aggravation.” 

The couple have been living in their home for 
nearly 40 years, and view their car as ‘a lifeline’. 

Mr Sharman, 87, regularly uses it to take his 
wife to medical appointments, or to visit friends 
and family. Thankfully, they have not had to pay 
the fines - at £70 each - but Nigel said it was 
‘extra stress they just don’t need’. He added: 
“We contested the fine but it was rejected by let¬ 
ter. So we had to go into the council offices, and 
luckily a girl overturned them there.” 

Highways chief, Councillor David Hosell, said: 
“Mr Sharman provided written consent to carry 
out legal enforcement outside his property. Mr 
Sharman was issued with a Penalty Charge No¬ 
tice, however the notice was cancelled the fol¬ 
lowing day after he provided details proving the 
vehicle belonged to him. Those details have been 
retained for our records to make sure no further 
notices will be issued to him in future.” 



Desmond Sharman 
with nephew Nigel 


Landmark price tag tops £200k 



The Toll House in High Street, Smethwick, which was built nearly 200 years ago 


AN HISTORIC Black Country 
landmark has sold for more than 
four times its asking price. 

The Toll House, in High Street, 
Smethwick, could now be brought 
back into use after being snapped 
up for £215,000. 

The building, which has been a 
fixture in the town since the early 
19th century, was sold at auction 
by SDL Bigwood. 

Expectations were fairly low, 
with the toll house, which was 


most recently used as an art 
gallery and glass making studio, 
given a guide price of between 
£44,000 and £48,000. It has been 
suggested the Toll House, which 
features a blue plaque in recogni¬ 
tion of its historical significance, 
could be converted for residential 
use but council bosses in Sandwell 
have said they would prefer it to 
be saved for community use. 

The landmark was described 
by auctioneers as a ‘little piece of 


history’. It was built around 1820 
on part of the Birmingham, Wol¬ 
verhampton and Dudley turnpike 
which operated from 1760 tol876. 

Major changes to the building 
are not expected, especially as it 
is Grade Il-listed. 

Council bosses said a ‘sched¬ 
ule of works’ had been prepared 
that the new owners will have to 
comply with. Planning permission 
will be needed before any work is 
carried out. 


Delight as 
school now 
upgraded to 
good rating 

A SECONDARY school in Oldbury has 
been ranked as good by the schools 
watchdog in its latest inspection. 

Perryfields High School was previ¬ 
ously rated as requiring improvement 
after an Ofsted visit in 2016. But the 
Oldacre Road school has now been up¬ 
graded to good overall - the second 
highest rating - after an inspection last 
month. 

Inspectors said: “Since the last in¬ 
spection, leaders have been successful 
in developing an aspirational and am¬ 
bitious culture at the school. Leaders 
have a clear understanding of priori¬ 
ties for school improvement. The new 
headteacher is inspiring trust from the 
school community. Pupils enjoy coming 
to school and they are making good pro¬ 
gress.” 

Staff at the school have been recog¬ 
nised for their teaching with the report 
stating that ‘teaching and learning are 
now good and are especially strong in 
English and mathematics’. 

The report hailed school leaders who 
‘have made improvements to teaching 
and learning at the school and pupils 
now receive a good education’. 

Students were described as ‘confi¬ 
dent’, ‘self-assured’ and said they ‘un¬ 
derstand how to be successful learners’. 

Officials were also impressed by the 
school’s safeguarding culture, high at¬ 
tendance levels and pupils’ behaviour. 

Headteacher Ian Barton, who joined 
the school in September, said: “We’re 
thrilled with our latest Ofsted report.” 

Celebrations 
for town church 

A CHURCH will celebrate 50 years in its 
current building next week. 

Quinton Methodist Church will mark 
five decades in its home on Ridgeway Av¬ 
enue and Halesowen Road. 

Golden celebrations will begin on Fri¬ 
day, March 2 at 10.30am with an open¬ 
ing dedication service led by the Rev 
Professor Frances Young, a former pro 
vice chancellor of the University of Bir¬ 
mingham. 

There will be displays around the 
church of people and events which have 
contributed to Quinton life during the 
last 50 years. 

History group's talk will 
be on holidaymakers 

THE Black Country Society is holding a 
lecture at the Dudley Canal Trust’s The 
Portal on February 28 at 7.30pm. 

Richard Bifield will be speaking on the 
British on holiday and how holidays have 
changed over the last 200 years. He is a 
former national president of The Tour¬ 
ism Management Institute. Non-mem¬ 
bers welcome for £2 admission. 




DVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Est 1997 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / Mobile: 07752 921 699 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


A CHOICE OF ANY OF THESE 
5 COMPOSITE DOOR DESIGNS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


£725 


(includes chrome or gold hardware) 



5 WINDOWS FOR £825 

FULLY GLAZED 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 


Patio 

Slider 

£525 


£ French 
| Doors 

1 £475 



1800mm 1200mm 

White PVC, White Handle. Fully Glazed 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sole. 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years 


Make Your 



oni,£95.00 (no VAT to iMy) 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT tflpay) 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointvMnfcalt^ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
Goodwills also offer prcil^te sendees 
Members of the Society of Will Writers 

Goodwill^fLeeaiBeopSjes Ltd 
































































Footballing 
stars hope to 
bring smiles 
for charity 

A HOST of football legends are set to 
attend a fundraising dinner in aid of 
the Smile for Joel charity next month. 

John Richards, Tony Brown and 
Gary Shaw are some of the big names 
at Dudley’s Copthorne Hotel on 
March 1. The speaker for the evening 
is former Wolves striker Steve Kin- 
don, while comedy will be provided by 
Gary Marshall. 

Shaw won the European Cup with 
Aston Villa in 1982 and the First Di¬ 
vision title in 1981. 

Tony ‘Bomber’ Brown played 720 
games and banged in 279 goals for 
West Bromwich Albion. 

Richards spent almost all his career 
at Wolves where he broke the club’s 
goalscoring record, ending with 194 
goals in his tally, before being over¬ 
taken by Steve Bull. It is the second 
year the event has been held in aid of 
the Smile for Joel charity. 

The charity was set up in memory 
of Joel Richards, Adrian Evans and 
Patrick Evans, who were killed dur¬ 
ing the Tunisia terror attacks of 2015. 

Ex-Wolves midfielder Steve Daley 
is meanwhile the star turn at another 
fundraising dinner later in the month 
in aid of Birmingham’s Children’s 
Hospital, which takes place at the 
Mount Hotel in Tettenhall on March 
7. Tickets for that event are priced at 
£30 and include a three-course meal. 

To book tickets for either dinner 
call Steve Saul on 01902 244220. 

First firms move 
in at £lOm centre 

THREE businesses have become the 
first to move into the University of 
Wolverhampton’s new £10.1 million 
Science Centre. 

The building at Science Park was 
completed late last year and offers 
more than 4,000 sq m of workshop, 
office and laboratory space. 

The first three tenants are Crest- 
wood Environmental, Deeo Design 
and Engineering and VOSC, Vehicle 
Occupant Safety Centre. 

Crestwood has taken up lab space as 
part of its move from the university’s 
Rosalind Franklin Building. VOSC,h 
is part of Kingswinford-based manu¬ 
facturer Phoenix Seating, has taken 
up workshop space. Deeo Design and 
Engineering is relocating from the 
Wolverhampton Business Park. 


Empty Can concert 

FOLK group The Empty Can, best 
known for the Black Country An¬ 
them, are playing in West Bromwich. 
The three-piece group, led by James 
Stevens, will be at The Wheatsheaf in 
High Street on Saturday from 9pm. 


Drumming up support for new sessions 



The Drumming Together session 


A MUSIC-making pilot project has 
launched in Sandwell to help people 
experiencing memory loss or in the 
early stages of dementia. 

Sandwell Council is working in 
partnership with Beat It Percussion 
to provide the Drumming Together 
sessions for people and their carers on 
Thursday mornings. Sessions are held 
at West Bromwich Town Hall. 

Lynn Kay, founder and CEO of 
Beat It Percussion, said: “We use 
drums and percussion instruments as 
a way of communicating and working 
together in a friendly group environ¬ 


ment so people feel less isolated. It’s 
informal but structured with activ¬ 
ities designed to help with memory 
and other cognitive skills. We are re¬ 
ally excited to be bringing our work to 
Sandwell and this will be the first of 
many new projects.” 

Public health chief, Councillor 
Elaine Costigan, said: “This is a great 
way to engage with people who are ex¬ 
periencing memory loss and we hope 
that it will help a number of Sandwell 
people.” 

Drumming Together sessions run 
at West Bromwich Town Hall on 


Thursday mornings up to and includ¬ 
ing 12 April (except for 5 April). Ses¬ 
sions are held from 10am to 11.15am 
with a refreshment break. Sessions 
are £2.50 per person per session or £4 
per person and carer. 

Please contact Lynn at Beat It Per¬ 
cussion for more information and to 
book. Call 07875 090946 or email be- 
atitpercussion@gmail.com 

Charity Better Understanding of 
Dementia for Sandwell (BUDS) is also 
hosting sessions. More information at 
www.beatitpercussion.co.uk or www. 
facebook.com/BeatItPercussion 


Father, 22, killed in 

bus station tragedy 


A YOUNG father plunged 40ft to his 
death trying to climb over a ‘faulty’ fire 
escape at a bus station, an inquest 
heard. 

Chris Brookes, from Oldbury, mistakenly be¬ 
lieved an outdoor gate was locked and decided to 
scramble over it after becoming trapped between 
two fire exits at Wolverhampton bus station. 

□ But the Dudley-born man 
slipped and plummeted onto 
a bus lane of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton ring road below. The 
22-year-old’s death came just 
six months after another man 
almost died trying to scale the 
same gate, Black Country Cor¬ 
oner’s Court heard. 

Fire safety inspector Ste- 

PhriQ Rrnnkpc P hen Cle Sg told the inquest: 
Chris Brookes don > t believe that gate was 

locked. When I looked, I concluded it was faulty. 
There’s a knack. If you don’t hit it right, it appears 
locked.” 

Black Country Coroner Zafar Siddique, who 
recorded a conclusion of accidental death on Mr 
Brookes said he will now write a Preventing Fu¬ 
ture Deaths report. 

Mr Brookes, from Tame Road, had been out cel¬ 
ebrating brother Craig Brookes’ birthday but got 
separated from the group. 

His brother told the inquest Mr Brookes, an as- 
sember at Elta Fans in Kingswinford, was probably 
trying to get home when he ended up at the bus 
station at 2am on October 29. 

He suffered a fractured scalp, ribs, spine and 
arm in the fall onto Ring Road St Patricks and was 
bleeding heavily in the brain and died as a result 
of a head trauma, pathologist Dr Paul Hiley said. 

Mr Brookes, who died before partner Sarah 
Jayne Collins gave birth to his second child, had 
taken a small amount of cocaine and had 108mg 
of alcohol in 100ml of blood - exceeding the drink- 
drive limit of 80mg. 

Since his death, the first fire escape leading out¬ 
side has remained locked and will be fixed so it can 
be opened from both sides, the inquest was told. 
Extra emergency lighting and signs warning risk of 
death have been installed and a push bar has been 
placed to mend the faulty door. 


Fundraiser to help African nursery 



Staff and pupils at Brickhouse Primary during the fundraising day for the Kristie Rose Foundation 


A FUNDRAISING day dedicated 
to an Albion fan who tragically 
died raised hundreds of pounds 
to support a nursery which was 
opened in Africa in her memory. 

A foundation was set up in 
memory of Kristie Rose, aged 22, 
from Rowley Regis, following her 
death in 2016 after a battle with 
depression. The foundation aims 
to raise money for the Kristie 
Rose Children’s Centre in Ma¬ 
lawi, which was launched by her 


best friend Jordan Goodridge, 
and improve awareness of men¬ 
tal health issues. 

Her family and friends are 
determined to keep her mem¬ 
ory alive by holding fundraising 
events in her memory and by 
supporting the nursery. Kristie 
was a huge Albion fan and had 
played for the ladies’ team. 

An event at Brickhouse Pri¬ 
mary School, where her mother 
Andrea works as a cover teacher, 


helped raise £850 to buy equip¬ 
ment for nursery. 

Andrea, also a die-hard Al¬ 
bion fan, was sponsored to wear 
a Wolves shirt while Colleague 
Carla Newby, a Wolves fan, put 
on the blue and white stripes. 

She said: “We wanted to put 
something so tragic into some¬ 
thing good. For the fundraiser 
we did games for the younger 
children and we had a disco for 
the older children.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Loyalty marked 
by bus operator 

NATIONAL Express West Midlands 
has been celebrating 4,525 years of 
long and loyal service from 156 em¬ 
ployees. 

The bus operator’s latest long-ser¬ 
vice awards recognised staff who have 
been working for the company for 20, 
30, 40, 45 and even 50 years, in jobs all 
across the West Midlands. 

Each award winner was presented 
with a personally chosen gift as a 
token of thanks. 

National Express West Midlands 
operates services in Birmingham, 
Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton. It is a subsidiary of Na¬ 
tional Express. 

City date is added 
to Justin's UK tour 

JUSTIN Timberlake has added an 
extra West Midlands date to his The 
Man Of The Woods Tour. 

The UK leg will kick off at Arena 
Birmingham on June 27, with an ad¬ 
ditional date on June 28 due to pop¬ 
ular demand. The tour has already 
sold more than 450,000 tickets across 
North American dates. 

His last tour was The 20/20 Expe¬ 
rience World Tour, which sold out 
arenas and stadiums around the globe 
in both 2013 and 2014. Tickets for the 
new date in Birmingham are on gen¬ 
eral sale from 9am tomorrow (Friday). 

Mass kicks off 
uni's 50th year 

A UNIVERSITY kicked off its 50th 
anniversary celebrations with a spe¬ 
cial mass. Newman University in 
Birmingham will be holding a series 
of events this year to mark half a cen¬ 
tury since opening. 

Professor Scott Davidson, Vice 
Chancellor, said: “It’s incredible to 
look back over our evolution since we 
welcomed our first 182 students in 
1968. Fifty years on, the university 
is home to more than 2,700 students, 
with graduates not just from the 
teaching professions but also a range 
of subjects.” 

Sheryl Crow to play 
Birmingham concert 

SHERYL Crow will play Birming¬ 
ham this summer. The American star, 
whose music ranges from pop, to rock, 
country and folk, will play the second 
city on her greatest hits UK tour. 

Sheryl, now aged 56, is best known 
for songs such as If It Makes You 
Happy, Every Day is a Winding Road, 
My Favourite Mistake and All I Wanna 
Do. She will play the Symphony Hall 
on Tuesday, June 19. Tickets go on 
sale tomorrow (Friday) at 10am. 
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G.D. MEMORIALS 

We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 

Celebrating 

25 years of service 

& Kerb Sets 


£799 for 2’ 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 

n\ 

f* .r ^ | 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 4 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 

07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



KITCHENS 1 

BATHROOMS 

B 

IEDR00MS 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


O Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Electrician lit up 
by £lm jackpot 

A MYSTERY EuroMillions winner 
from the West Midlands has become 
a millionaire even without touching a 
ticket. 

The lucky electrician, - known as 
Mr B - scooped the £lm prize in the 
UK Millionaire Maker draw on Feb¬ 
ruary 2 by playing online. He plans 
to pay off the mortgage, go on holiday 
and treat the family. 

Mr B, who also won £5.30 by match¬ 
ing two main numbers and one ‘lucky 
star’ number, played EuroMillions 
through national-lottery.co.uk 

National Lottery spokesman Andy 
Carter said: “Playing online is in¬ 
creasingly popular.” 

Pop-up events 
reaping rewards 

TOWNS and cities that host regular 
pop-up events like farmers’ markets 
and festivals are reaping significant 
financial rewards, a new report says. 

The West Midlands was identified 
as having the best range of pop-up 
events, including the Birmingham 
International Dance Festival, MADE 
festival and Crufts Dog Show. 

A study of 1,000 households found 
that these more vibrant and active 
areas saw knock-on effects such as 
more trade for local businesses. 

Gavin Hepburn, director at ATG 
Access who commissioned the survey, 
said events also helped to create a 
greater sense of community spirit. 

New recruits for 
food warehouse 

AN employment programme has 
helped 45 people secure jobs at Ice¬ 
land’s new Food Warehouse in Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Iceland worked with the Wolves at 
Work scheme to recruit 50 staff for 
the shop at the Peel Centre, Stafford 
Street, It is set to open on March 13. 

A total of 45 of the 50 retail as¬ 
sistant and night replenishment 
assistant roles have been filled by 
Wolverhampton residents. 

Of those, 27 were previously unem¬ 
ployed. 

Advice on spotting 
signs of child abuse 

EDUCATION leaders have united to 
spot the signs of abused children. 

More than 150 teachers, lecturers 
and educational representatives gath¬ 
ered for the child sexual exploitation 
awareness event, organised by Staf¬ 
fordshire Police and the West Mid¬ 
lands Regional Organised Crime Unit. 

Youngsters learn how to identify 
grooming and then how to seek sup¬ 
port over different forms of abuse. 


Bailiff attacked with a metal pole 


A MAN who attacked a bailiff with a 
metal pole when he turned up at his 
home to collect unpaid council tax has 
been jailed. 

Christopher Barnard emerged from 
his house armed with the weapon 
after taking exception to Lee Wil¬ 
liams, asking his family to pay up. 

Mr Williams, who had come to col¬ 
lect £2,500, was also punched in the 
attack outside the property in March 


last year, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

The 23-year-old defendant reached 
for the pole, which had been attached 
to a vacuum cleaner in the hallway. 
Mr Williams suffered bruising to his 
legs and buttocks and took two days 
off work after the attack. 

Ms Balvinder Bhatti, prosecuting, 
said: “He was attacked from behind 
as he walked back to his van. It was 


a rather vicious attack, was not pro¬ 
voked and was done to somebody who 
was carrying out his duties.” 

Barnard, of Myvod Road, Wednes- 
bury, was found guilty of assault and 
possession of an offensive weapon fol¬ 
lowing a trial. He was sentenced to 20 
months for the attack with a further 
six months for separate driving of¬ 
fences and because he was subject to a 
suspended sentence at the time. Bar¬ 


nard was stopped by a police stinger 
near the M6 Junction 9 in October 
after officers wrongly believed the 
Ford Ka he was driving was stolen. 

However, he was disqualified from 
driving and was found to be more 
than twice the drink-drive limit. 
He pleaded guilty to driving while 
disqualified, drink-driving, driving 
without insurance and breaching a 
suspended sentence. 


Chief in pledge to get 
Nunes family justice 

By Alex Ross 

A POLICE boss says he 
wants justice for the fami¬ 
ly of Kevin Nunes as he an¬ 
nounced a review was to be 
carried out over the botched 
murder case. 

The 22-year-old’s bullet-ridden 
body was found in Pattingham, Staf¬ 
fordshire, 16 years ago - yet the case 
remains unsolved. A previous investi¬ 
gation led to the murder convictions 
and jailing of five men. 

But those convictions were over¬ 
turned after details over a key wit¬ 
ness were not disclosed during the 
murder trial. Staffordshire Police was 
criticised in an Independent Police 
Complaints Commission report for its 
handling of the case last year. 

Now, Chief Constable, Gareth Mor¬ 
gan, said he hoped to redeem the lost 
trust in the force over the damning ep¬ 
isode by solving the murder case. 

He met the family last month, out¬ 
lining his intention to review the case. 

He said: “This [Kevin Nunes murder 
case} has had an impact on the trust 
and confidence from the public. I am 
determined to do something to resolve 
that - clearly bringing justice for an 
unsolved crime would go toward that.” 

The review will be carried out by an¬ 
other police force and is the first stage 
of a potential re-investigation of the 
case. 

Following Mr Nunes’ death, five 
Black Country men were given life 
sentences after being found guilty of 
the murder at Leicester Crown Court 
in 2008. Four years later their con¬ 
victions were quashed in the Court of 
Appeal, which revealed serious police 
failings. 

Detectives had drunk alcohol with 
the key witness, covered-up alleged 
crimes committed by the witness, 
and they allegedly abused overtime to 
boost their pay. 


Sky’s the limit in charity challenge 



Robert Hazel reads up on the subject of fear as he prepares to do a charity skydive 


HE may be terrified of heights but Robert Hazel is ready 
to conquer his fear by jumping 13,000 feet from a plane. 

Just the thought of standing on a chair gives the 
52-year-old the shivers but he has decided to take on the 
challenge to raise vital funds for Autism West Midlands. 

During the past six months, Mr Hazel, a community 
library manager in Sandwell, has undertaken a fitness 
and healthy eating regime to prepare for the skydive in 
April. 

He said he was feeling ‘excited but nervous’ about 
the jump. “Everyone who knows me knows I don’t like 
heights, I won’t even stand on a chair. I usually do a big 


charity thing every couple of years. Someone had sug¬ 
gested a skydive and I said no but then I thought about 
it and decided it was a good way of raising money for a 
worthwhile charity,” said Mr Hazel. 

“It’s the great unknown,” added Mr Hazel, of Wednes- 
bury. ’’They might have to shove me out.” 

Mr Hazel said he hoped to raise £1,000. 

“It’s a good bit of fun. I think you should always con¬ 
quer your fears and it’s always good to raise money for 
a worthwhile cause,” he said. 

To sponsor Mr Hazel go online to www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/robert-hazel26 


Members of 
gang snared 
after loaded 
gun found 

THREE gang members have been 
jailed for a total of 19 years after they 
were caught red-handed exchanging a 
loaded gun. 

Shayne Campbell passed a revolver 

- with four bullets in its chamber 

- to Lisimba Frederick and Dwayne 
O’Connor - but little did they know 
plain-clothes officers were watching 
on as part of a police sting. 

Armed police launched into ac¬ 
tion and stopped an Audi driven by 
35-year-old Frederick in Rabone 
Lane, Smethwick, shortly after he ac¬ 
cepted the deadly delivery and found 
the firearm stashed in a ‘Jelly Bean’ 
design iPad case in the car’s footwell. 

Forensics experts found finger¬ 
prints and DNA belonging to O’Con¬ 
nor - a passenger in the Audi - on 
the gun and the 34-year-old was ar¬ 
rested during a dawn raid at his home 
in Rushy Piece, Woodgate Valley, Bir¬ 
mingham, on September 6. 

Campbell, from All Saints Road, 
Hockley, initially denied transferring 
a firearm in Church Green, Hand- 
sworth, on August 1 but entered a 
guilty plea on day one of his trial, 
while Frederick and O’Connor both 
admitted possessing a firearm. 

And at Birmingham Crown Court 
on Thursday, Frederick, from Farm 
Road, Rowley Regis, O’Connor and 
22-year-old Campbell were each sen¬ 
tenced to five years in prison. 

O’Connor also admitted possess¬ 
ing drugs with intent to supply after 
a Vauxhall Corsa he was driving on 
July 31 was seized and found to con¬ 
tain £9,000 cash plus crack cocaine, 
heroin, weighing scales and dealer 
bags. He received a further four years 
to run consecutively - nine in total. 

Murder suspect 
awaits interview 

AN inquest has been opened and ad¬ 
journed on a man found dead in Cra- 
dley Heath while police wait to inter¬ 
view a murder suspect. 

The hearing over Martin Briggs’ 
death was opened last Tuesday (Feb¬ 
ruary 13) at Black Country Coroner’s 
Court. The 47-year-old was found 
dead in Corngreaves Walk on No¬ 
vember 13 last year and a man was 
arrested on suspicion of murder. 

Speaking at Black Country Coro¬ 
ner’s Court, Detective Constable Lisa 
McNally said: “We are trying to find 
out from the mental health doctor 
some time scales when or if (the sus¬ 
pect) will be fit to be interviewed.” 

Coroner Mr Zafar Siddique made 
a direction for arrangements to be 
made for the suspect to be interviewed 
within 21 days. 
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Students to 
be offered 
ID cards in 
campaign 

A UNIQUE proof of age card scheme 
has launched for students in Sandwell 
aged over 16. 

The card - developed by Sandwell 
Council in partnership with Citizen- 
card UK - will be recognised nation¬ 
ally as official photo identification. 

But what is different about 
Sandwell’s card is that it also has the 
applicant’s National Insurance num¬ 
ber on the back. 

This helps students keep the num¬ 
ber handy for applying for jobs and 
bank accounts and being able to reg¬ 
ister to vote. 

The launch was part of the national 
#VotelOO campaign run by the Elec¬ 
toral Commission to celebrate the 100 
year anniversary of the first women 
getting the right to vote. 

Students should ask their head of 
Year 11 or 12 to check if their school 
or college has joined the scheme. 

If so, they can apply for a card free 
of charge through their school/college. 

Councillor Steve Trow, cabinet 
member for core council services, 
said: “This a wonderful example of in¬ 
novation and teamwork between our 
electoral services, trading standards 
and the officers who work to tackle 
under-age drinking and smoking. 

“Our unique card offers a single 
solution to help young people stay 
safe, apply for jobs and bank accounts 
and make sure they’ll get their right 
to vote as soon as they reach 18.” 

Trust seeking to 
recruit volunteers 

WOULD-BE volunteers are urged to 
find out how their work can make a 
difference to their community. 

North Smethwick Development 
Trust, working in partnership with 
Volunteer Centre Sandwell, is host¬ 
ing a volunteers fair on Wednesday, 
March 7, from 10am and 2pm, at 
the Brasshouse Community Centre, 
Brasshouse Lane, Smethwick. 

Jennifer Harrison, Chief Executive 
Officer for North Smethwick Devel¬ 
opment Trust, which manages the 
Brasshouse Community Centre, said: 
“Volunteering offers so many oppor¬ 
tunities to both adults and young peo¬ 
ple. If you think you could help, please 
get in touch or come along to the Vol¬ 
unteering event in March.” 

Visit www.nsdt.org.uk 


Roadworks start 

TEMPORARY traffic lights are up 
on a busy road all this week. Drivers 
will face disruption on Toll End Road, 
Tipton, as work to remove gas pipes 
is carried out. The signals are due to 
remain in place until Sunday. 


Food firm ktc in £40m funding deal 



Workers with some of the KTC produce 


A BLACK Country food group with 
its labels on supermarket shelves 
nationwide is targeting global expan¬ 
sion after a £40 million funding boost 
from Lloyds Bank. 

KTC Edibles, based in Wednesbury, 
supplies its cooking oil and world food 
products to retail chains, manufac¬ 
turers and wholesalers in the UK and 
worldwide. 

Following a boost of over 10 per 
cent in sales over the past year, the 
family-owned business recently se¬ 
cured a £40 million working capital 
facility from Lloyds Bank Commer¬ 


cial Banking to accelerate its growth. 
KTC Edibles employs 275 people 
across its two sites in Wednesbury 
and Liverpool and supplies more than 
250 million litres of oil to the food in¬ 
dustry every year. 

Renga Ramamoorthy, finance direc¬ 
tor at KTC Edibles, said: “Our busi¬ 
ness has seen impressive growth over 
the past few years. This funding has 
provided us with the financial flexi¬ 
bility to concentrate on accelerating 
this with the expansion of our inter¬ 
national client base. 

“We recently switched to Lloyds 


Bank and were impressed by how 
the team took the time to really un¬ 
derstand our business and arrange 
funding support that’s tailored to our 
exact needs.” 

The funding will give the company 
the financial headroom it needs to 
focus on its expansion strategy, with 
plans to increase its global export op¬ 
erations by 25 per cent over the next 
five years. Currently, the firm exports 
to Europe, North America and Can¬ 
ada, which account for five per cent of 
sales, and it is now looking to venture 
into new markets overseas. 


nors and shoppers, but particular 
thanks go to our volunteers.” 

The Barnardo’s store is open 
Monday to Saturday from 9am to 
5pm, and on Sundays from 10am 
to 4pm. It welcomes donations of 
good-quality clothes, books, toys, 
games, bric-a-brac and accesso¬ 
ries, as well as offers of help. Call 
0121 525 6207. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Wildlife trust to 
offer an insight 

MEMBERS of Worcestershire Wild¬ 
life Trust will be offering an insight in 
how to keep the countryside beautiful 
in a talk at West Bromwich Institute 
next Tuesday. 

Trust experts will explain how they 
restore, recreate and reconnect natu¬ 
ral habitats, making Worcestershire 
one of the jewels in the Midlands 
crown in a talk at the West Bromwich 
Central Library, starting at 7.30. 

People can discover how their work 
of managing 75 nature reserves cre¬ 
ates a landscape where wildlife can 
flourish and people can lead happier 
and healthier lives. Entry is via the 
Library back door, with admission £3. 

Decision over new 
school put on hold 

PLANS to build a new secondary 
school in West Bromwich have been 
put on hold. 

Sandwell Council has approved 
more than £9 million funding for the 
750-place secondary school in Kelvin 
Way. However, the council’s planning 
committee has deferred a decision to 
carry out a site visit to gauge the im¬ 
pact on traffic levels. 

Another planning project for land 
earmarked on the road is also on hold 
for a similar reason. 

Both applications are set to go be¬ 
fore the committee in March. 

MP backing ban 
on ivory in the UK 

AN MP has backed calls for a UK ivo¬ 
ry ban to help protect elephants. 

Warley Labour MP John Spellar 
attended an event at Westminster, 
organised by the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare and the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Endangered 
Species, highlighting the poaching cri¬ 
sis and public backing for a UK ivory 
ban. As part of the ivory surrender 
campaign, the UK public has donated 
almost 500 ivory items, weighing 
around 150kgs. 

Mr Spellar said: “Time is running 
out for elephants.” 

Action call to tackle 
speeding motorists 

POLICE are being urged to tackle 
speeding on a busy road in Tipton. 

A speed survey carried out on Tiv- 
idale Road following complaints from 
residents, found 15 per cent of vehicles 
were travelling faster than 32mph. A 
petition signed by more than 150 peo¬ 
ple is calling for action. 

Sandwell Council said West Mid¬ 
lands Police would now be approached 
to see if measures could be taken to 
enforce the speed limit. 


Chiefs call for powers 
boost on code breaches 


COUNCIL bosses have called for 
tougher powers to discipline coun¬ 
cillors who step out of line, in the 
wake of the Wragge Report saga. 

Sandwell Council chiefs have written to 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd and urged 
her to make it easier to take legal action 
against councillors who breach authori¬ 
ties’ codes of conduct. 

The Wragge Report probed claims former 
deputy leader Mahboob Hussain was involved 
in the sale of council-owned toilet blocks and 
allegedly quashed parking tickets for family 
members. 

Mr Hussain was found to have breached the 
council code of conduct on both counts, by its 
standards committee. 

Now committee chairman Liam Preece has 
written to Ms Rudd and Director of Public 
Prosecutions Alison Saunders saying prosecu¬ 
tors ‘should be more willing and empowered to 
take [legal] action’ around council misconduct. 

Mr Preece’s letter, which forms a report 
to today’s (Thursday) audit committee, says: 
“Following a detailed review of the evidence 
held by the council, the police reached a deter¬ 
mination that there was insufficient evidence 
to meet the threshold for recording a crime. 

“However, they stated that this would not 
prevent the council pursuing any action that it 
deemed appropriate if it identified breaches of 
standards or misconduct. 

“The audit and risk assurance committee 
of course accepted the decision of the police, 
but were ultimately concerned there is an ex¬ 
tremely high threshold for consideration of 
misconduct in public office offences which in 
turn could lead to a lack of public confidence 
in the process.” 

Council leader Steve Eling said: “I think 
there was some frustration about how difficult 
it was to deal with these things through the 
standards process and how long it took. 

“I think the law needs to be far more specific 
about what the standards process is.” 

“That will help take away people’s ability to 
‘filibuster’ and string cases on - that’s been the 
main frustration in Sandwell.” 


Charity shop’s 10-year milestone 



Store manager Eve Baker, centre, with staff and volunteers at Barnardo’s in West Bromwich 

HARDWORKING fundraisers are to cut a specially-decorated birth- 
celebrating a decade of success of day cake. The Barnardo’s team 
a charity shop in West Bromwich, includes manager Eve Baker and 
Barnardo’s opened in High store associate Ola Skowronska - 
Street, in February 2008 and ten together with more than 40 volun- 
years later has received more than teers aged from 15 to 67. 

13,000 bags of donations. Eve said: “We were amazed 

To celebrate their success and when we realised how many bags 
to mark their milestone anniver- of donations have been received, 
sary, the team gathered together We would like to thank all our do- 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Handouts 
of £1 Ok? 
Why it just 
won’t work 

A THOUGHT-provoking report by the 
Royal Society for the Arts suggests un¬ 
employment benefit, child benefit and tax 
credits should all be stopped, and instead 
everybody under the age of 55 should re¬ 
ceive a one-off handout of £10,000. 

Well, to be precise, it is actually pro¬ 
posing two payments of £5,000 each, 
which could be funded by new taxes on 
social media giants such as Facebook 
and Apple. 

Now aside from the question about 
why the over-55s are excluded - dis¬ 
crimination surely? - the proposal will no 
doubt prove pretty popular with those 
who are eligible. An extra 10 grand in the 
back pocket, paid for by global fat cats? 
What’s not to like? 

While its title might suggest it is pre¬ 
dominantly concerned with opera hous¬ 
es and art galleries, the RSA is actually a 
serious champion of social reform, with a 
distinguished history of coming up with 
radical ideas. Previous fellows include 
Charles Dickens, Benjamin Franklin, 
free-market economist Adam Smith and 
the, er Marxist, Karl Marx, so it encom¬ 
passes a diverse range of intellectual 
talent. But while the idea will no doubt 
stimulate debate, you don’t need to be 
Stephen Flawking - another former fellow 
- to see why it won’t work. 

When the Government starts doling 
out £10,000 bounties to all and sundry, 
the recipients will inevitably fall into two 
categories. There will be those who dili¬ 
gently take advice and carefully invest the 
money in a diverse portfolio of savings, 
stocks and shares, pensions, and insur¬ 
ance, knowing they may need something 
to call on for a rainy day. 

Then there will be those who will go out 
and buy a giant flat-screen telly, the lat¬ 
est smartphone - probably made by one 
of the hated tech giants that the scheme 
was set up to target and an expensive 
games console. Next they will book a 
fortnight’s holiday in Benidorm (keeping 
back a few hundred quid for lager, nat¬ 
urally). And if there’s anything left at the 
end, it will be used as a down-payment to 
buy a new car on the never-never. 

A few years down the line when it all 
goes pear-shaped, those who have put a 
bit away will find their investments have 
been eroded by inflation, not helped by 
the Government’s decision to give every¬ 
one a 10-grand handout. 

And those who wasted the money? 
Cue doleful pictures in sympathetic tab¬ 
loids, and stories about life on the bread¬ 
line because the Government stopped 
unemployment benefit, child benefit and 
tax credits. 


Needs to be visible but out of reach of the wreckers 




I’m torn over push 
for Enoch plaque 


I AM torn on this campaign to erect a blue 
plaque in Wolverhampton to commemorate 
the city’s most significant MP, Enoch Powell. It 
would be a target for vandals, unless it could be 
placed somewhere in the city where it would be 
visible, but not visible enough to cause offence, 
and was well out of reach of wreckers. Pity they 
demolished the old Goodyear Chimney. I only 
interviewed Enoch Powell once. It would be 
wrong to say we warmed to each other. 

A READER points out that, if you give the 
charity Water Aid £2 a month it can supply wa¬ 
ter to a family in scorching-dry Africa. So why 
does Severn-Trent demand £38 a month from 
him to do much the same in a country where, as 
he puts it, “it pees down with rain two days out 
of five on average?” Fair point. 

BREXIT - An Everyday Story of Hagglers. 
In this week’s episode M. Barnier says Britain 
must make up its mind what it wants. Mr Davis 
says, thanks, Michel, we’ll have this. M. Barnier 
says, non, you cannot have that. Just like last 
week. Just like next week. 

STEVE Coogan is returning to telly with a new 
series, This Time with Alan Partridge. We can 
expect another excellent slice of cringe-come¬ 
dy. And yet, while Partridge is a comic master¬ 
piece, for my money the best thing Coogan ever 
did was The Trip (2010-2014) in which he and 
Rob Brydon toured Northern England and Eu¬ 
rope, allegedly reviewing restaurants for an up¬ 
market Sunday newspaper. It was stressed that 
these were “fictionalised versions” of Coogan 


THE BEST OF 

and Brydon, yet the insecurity and point-scoring 
of real-life thespians seemed genuine as they 
flirted with the staff and pitted their best Roger 
Moore and Sean Connery accents at each other 
over dinner. Brydon’s conversation with one of 
the petrified corpses in Pompeii was one of the 
funniest things I’ve seen on telly, albeit it in very 
bad taste. So while it’s good to see Partridge 
return, I’d rather see a new series of The Trip. 

WE woke a few days ago to two depressing- 
ly familiar items of news. In Northern Ireland, 
time was yet again running out for a decision 
on forming a government. In Florida, kids were 
howling in grief after yet another American high- 
school massacre. The same old headlines keep 
coming around and it feels like living in a time- 
loop. Welcome to Groundhog Day. 

COUNCIL tax looks set to rise. If the money is 
to be used for social care, who can complain? 
Yet doesn’t it seem daft to bump council-tax 
bills up by £100 in April and give millions of us 
£100 back in winter-fuel allowance in Novem¬ 
ber? 

OUR changing language. Military terms once 
understood by millions of squaddies are a puz¬ 
zle for Britain’s younger generation. This ex¬ 


plains a common error, as seen this week in a 
Daily Mail report about the unexploded device 
in London: “Navy divers work to diffuse massive 
5ft long WWII bomb.” Defuse, perhaps? 

IN the great Peter Rabbit allergy debate, my 
sympathies are with the snowflakes. In a new 
animated film, Peter and his chums defeat their 
enemy Tom by pelting him with fruit to which 
he is allergic. A charity, Allergy UK, complained 
and took some flak on the lines of: “Oh, lighten 
up, snowflakes, it’s only a joke. “ And then we 
learned more about the scene. The fruit brings 
on such a violent allergic reaction that Tom falls 
to the ground choking and turning red before 
stabbing himself with his life-saving Epi-Pen. 
Not so funny after all, is it? I bet we all know 
kids whose lives are blighted by severe allergy 
and who must carry their Epi-Pen at all times. 
The remarkable thing is that apparently at no 
stage in the production did any script editors, 
animators or stars see anything wrong in mak¬ 
ing a joke about anaphylactic shock. Some par¬ 
ents have called for the scene to be re-shot, so 
here’s an hilarious alternative. The rabbits trick 
Tom into wearing striped pyjamas and put him 
on a train to somewhere called Belsen. Oh, 
lighten up, snowflakes, it’s only a joke .... 

GOOD news. My long-term holiday haunt of 
Beer in Devon did not win Channel 4’s Village 
of the Year competition. That honour went to 
Broughshane in County Antrim which I dare 
say will become a seething trippers’ honeypot, 
allowing Beer to slip back into unjam-packed 
serenity. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Turn-off as 
television 
is awash 
with soaps 

SOME wives say they are golfing widows. 
Me, I’m a TV soaps widower. 

Trouble is, while husbands disappear 
off to the par fours and, no doubt, soak 
up the atmosphere at the 19th hole, I’m 
stuck next to ‘er indoors, being subjected 
to whatever minor, or major disaster has 
befallen one of the characters in Corrie, 
Emmerdale etc. 

You used to know where you stood 
with what are now termed ‘serial dramas’, 
they were on one or two nights a week, 
one half hour at a time. That’s to say, it 
was only 24 minutes or so, per night of 
dross to suffer, perhaps once or twice 
during the week.... 

Not now - double-length episodes, or 
the dreaded “We’ll be back in Weather- 
field in half an hour.” 

And another thing. Conversation. If 
you do want to say something during 
the course of an episode, (I mean, how 
dare you), women - so-called experts of 
multi-tasking - press live pause on the 
remote. Oh no, there’s no truck with ac¬ 
tually talking in response and keeping a 
watchful eye on the programme - after all 
they might miss the nuance of a furrowed 
brow, or a pantomime grimace, or staring 
into space before the advert break. 

I mean, really, could the acting get any 
worse? One bloke in Emmerdale is ob¬ 
viously an expert in crying, as that’s all 
he does. Impressive, but surely there’s 
something lacking in emotional range. 

Then you’ve got Gail Platt’s hairdress¬ 
er son in Corrie - the perpetual frowner. 

I thought I was miserable, but he takes 
the biscuit! 

But getting back to the live pause, 
when it is pressed, it’s like a little part 
of me dies inside, as I know it will pro¬ 
long the agony, as it takes even longer to 
watch! 

Still, it could be worse, I mean there 
could be 20 backed-up episodes of Jer¬ 
emy Kyle on the planner. Oh no, wait a 
minute, there are! So on the off chance 
that there is not a soap being shown, I get 
the delights of Shane and Demi’s convo¬ 
luted love-life being prodded and probed 
by Jezzer in front of a highly amused au¬ 
dience. 

I now know why they show decent films 
late at night on the box, it’s for long-suf¬ 
fering fools like me who, after Pointless, 
Eggheads and maybe the news, don’t get 
a look-in for the rest of the evening until 
their partner is in the land of nod. 

Perhaps I’ll start knitting, or maybe 
even, go out? Nah, I’ll just suffer in si¬ 
lence, if only so she doesn’t press the 
pause button again! 

GRAEME ANDREW 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
|j||||gjM2 842706 / 07759 536818 
fww w.c andtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 

TErnail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


♦ 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 












































































Concert costs 

I TEND to have some sympathy with 
Keith Parton and his letter about cost¬ 
ly renovations at the Civic Hall, (let¬ 
ters page today). 

Surely, the cost of a concert in this 
splendid 1930’s hall should include a 
percentage which goes towards repairs 
and upkeep? At least that is how a 
business should be run. 

Maybe the artistes who appear in the 
hall demand too much payment? 

Popular music these days tends to be 
noisy and aimed at the young. I won¬ 
der what Jack Hylton would think. 


should help pay for upkeep 


He opened the hall in 1938. Of course 
musical tastes change, seldom for the 
better. 

What was once melodious is now 
seen as old-fashioned and over ornate. 
But what is the music of today but 
deafening and bland. Music to damage 
the hearing! 

It is up to the council to ensure 
proper maintenance to the building at 
a cost which is economical and sensi¬ 
ble. At one time in-house decorators 
would do some of the work, but these 
days everything is contracted out, and, 


maybe, overpriced. And perhaps the 
cost of acoustic treatments is over in¬ 
flated? 

One thought. If Wolverhampton 
wanted a state of the art concert hall, 
one where the best orchestras and per¬ 
formers could perform and sound good, 
why not imitate Birmingham and build 
a new hall? The Symphony Hall is mag¬ 
nificent and features adjustable acous¬ 
tic chambers for the various styles of 
music. 

C K MILLWARD 

Tipton 


Misled on 
true cost 
of funerals 

RE: The article in The 
Chronicle, February 1, page 
2, that the price of an adult 
burial would cost £2,115.61. 
This is most questionable 
and misleading. 

My comments are in no 
way a complaint against the 
funeral directors as this is 
an occupation that many 
people would not wish to do, 
and they carry out this duty 
most admirably. 

Maybe you have been mis¬ 
informed or it is probably a 
misprint but the true cost of 
‘cremation’ comprising of a 
hearse and one limousine is 
£2,750. 

Therefore a burial would 
be 30 percent more at ap¬ 
proximately £3,666 (I have 
a receipt to validate this). 

Maybe you were quoted 
the price of a pauper’s fu¬ 
neral? But would you care 
to enlighten us about this 
disparity as it would seem 
that our caring Sandwell 
councillors intend to have 
another shameful dip into 
the deceased’s pockets in 
April. 

C W BLAKEWAY 

Oldbury 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct 
errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ 
Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. If you 
are unhappy with the 



accuracy of a story, write 
to The Editor, Chronicles, 
51-53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 1ES 


Equal pay 
right for 
equal work 

COME on grid girls tell the 
snowflakes to butt out of 
your business. 

Most of these well-heeled 
‘feminist’ are destroying 
your careers. 

These are the anti-men 
brigade and they want to 
use you, to argue their 
case, never mind your fu¬ 
ture, your earnings, as long 
as they can pursue their 
agenda at your expense they 
will. 

So stand up, equal pay 
for equal work is right, 
but this goes much further 
than about pay, it’s about 
power and you are the se¬ 
cret weapon they are using 
to empower themselves and 
erode your rights. 

MR S T VAUGHAN 

Yard ley Wood 

Carillion query 

WHY is Carillion being in¬ 
vestigated and not the peo¬ 
ple who saw their CV and 
gave them the job in the 
first place? 

BEATRICE OWEN 

Tipton 


Views take priority 
over constituents 

EX-CABINET minister Anna Soubry seems to be labour¬ 
ing under the misapprehension that Mrs May is in hock 
to 35 pro-Brexiters in her own party. On the contrary. Mrs 
May is respecting the wishes of 17 million people who vot¬ 
ed to leave the EU. 

No halfway-in and no halfway-out. I note that the elec¬ 
torate in Ms Soubry’s constituency voted to leave the EU. 
However unlike Mrs May, Ms Soubry has decided that the 
views of her constituents should take second place to her 
own pro-European views. She would do well to remember 
those constituents put her in Parliament and they could 
quite easily reject her. However in saying that, rejected pol¬ 
iticians these days seem to end up in the House of Lords. 

MR B CLARK 

Smethwick 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 




Windows 
Composite Doors 
Porches 
Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door 
Repairs 
Fascias/ 
Guttering 
Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


FOR FITTING IN FEBRUARY 2018 



WE SPECIALISE IN SIZES UP TO 6XL 
WAIST AND CHEST 

MEN’S CAR COATS 

End of Ranges ALL 1/2 PRICE 

MENS LONG SLEEVE SHIRTS 

18 TO 21 COLLAR 
Normally £29.99 

THIS SAT. 1/2 PRICE £15.00 

MENS JEANS 52, 54, 56 Waisr 

Normally £16.99 

THIS SAT. 1/2 PRICE £8.50 
KNITWEAR Various Styles 

2XL to 5XL Normally £21.99 

THIS SAT. 1/2 PRICE £11.00 

PARKS 2XL TO 4XL 

Normally £43.99 

THIS SAT. 1/2 PRICE £22.00 
MENS LARGE SIZE CAR COATS 
ENDS OF RANGERS 
ALL TO Clear V* PRICE THIS SAT 

CONTINENTAL QUILT COVERS 
MORE NEW DESIGNS 

All come with Pillow Cases 
Single Ged £15.99 THIS SAT £7.99 
Double Bed £19.99 THIS SAY £9.99 
King Sizes £25.99 THIS SAT £12.99 

LADIES BOOTS 

CALF LENGTH SIZES 3 TO 8 



Dapol N Gauge LOCOS 

e.g. Flying Scotsman Late Crest 
£146.35 

This Sat 1/2 Price £73.50 
HORNBY RAILROAD LOCO 
with sound 

R3583TTS Class 37 Diesel 
£124.99 

THIS SAT 1/2 PRICE £62.50 
BACHMANN LOCO 
31-014 & 31-015 

Class 7F Normally £147.95 

THIS SAT. 1/2 PRICE £73.99 

OXFORD RAIL LOCO 

ADAMS East Kent Radial 
Usually £104.95 

THIS SAT 1/2 PRICE £52.50 

For more special Vfe PRICE BARGAINS FOR 


Usually £25.99 

THIS SAT 1/2 PRICE £12.99 


iJ iBBB 

Est 1905 7 j r i 1 


HALF TERM GO TO OUR WEBSITE 
www.aokes.co.uk World of Model Trains 


174/180 Vicarage Road, 

Nr Oldbury, B68 8JB 
Tel: 0121 552 1684 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK 
Open Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5.30 pm, 
Wednesday 9.00 am to 12.30 pm 
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Overnight M-way closures 
begin for essential repairs 


MOTORISTS face delays from this week as the M6 closes 
overnight for urgent repairs. 

Highways England is resurfacing parts of the motorway situated 
near Junction 7 in Great Barr following ‘one of the wettest winters on 
record’. Work began earlier this week with the northbound carriage¬ 
way closing overnight between Junction 6, at Spaghetti Junction, to 


Junction 8 where the M6 joins the 

Delays after 
vehicles in 
M6 collision 

MOTORISTS were hit with delays 
following a multi-vehicle crash on a 
motorway. The accident took place on 
the M6 southbound carriageway for 
J8 on Sunday at around 9.15am. 

Emergency services were sent to 
the scene and the southbound exit 
was blocked off to traffic. 

The delays lasted for more than one 
hour, with Highways England tweet¬ 
ing at 10.35pm to say all lanes were 
reopened and the scene of the crash 
had been cleared. 

On Monday, motorists were faced 
with delays after a vehicle broke down 
between J7 Great Barr and J8 where 
the M6 joins the M5. One lane was 
blocked causing queues for traffic. 

Highways England tweeted to say 
there was ‘long delays’. 

Recovery crews moved the vehicle 
to the hard shoulder clearing all lanes. 


M5. The work runs until March 4. 

Highways England team leader Jes¬ 
sica Kenny said: “This repair work 
is essential.” Highways England has 
scheduled the work to take place over¬ 
night which is when the road is at its 
most quiet period. 

A spokesman said the conditions of 
the road surface has deteriorated due 
to one of the wettest years on record 
mixed with freezing temperatures over 
winter. Ground crews will also install 
replacement expansion joints in the 
carriageway to allow for movement in 
the structure and improve water pro¬ 
tection. 

There will be a full overnight clo¬ 
sure for both lanes between J6 and J8 
tomorrow, Friday. Daytime traffic re¬ 
strictions will be in place on Friday on 
the northbound carriageway between 
J6 and J8 with three narrow lanes in 
place. 

On Saturday and Sunday, a full 
overnight closure will be in place be¬ 
tween J7 and J8, so three narrow lanes 
can be set up for Monday from 6am. 
Between 6am and 10pm on both days, 
there will only be a hard shoulder run¬ 
ning between J6 and J8. 

On Monday, there will be a full 
overnight closure of the northbound 
carriageway between J6 and J8. From 
February 27 to March 4, there will be 
overnight closures of the northbound 
carriageway between J7 and J8. 



Rugby star Mike Tindall and Formula One’ 

FORMULA One champion Nigel 
Mansell and Rugby World Cup winner 
Mike Tindall joined forces to deliver a 
£7 million air ambulance to the chari¬ 
ty which looks after the service for the 
West Midlands. 

Racing legend Nigel Mansell CBE, 
and former England rugby captain 
Mike Tindall MBE handed the craft 
over to the Midlands Air Ambulance. 

Mike and Nigel, who are both am¬ 
bassadors for the charity, climbed 


s Nigel Mansell with the new air ambulanc 

aboard the state-of-the-art helicopter 
to officially deliver it to its new home 
at RAF Cosford. The money to buy the 
new helicopter came from donations 
from the public and a £1 million grant 
from the department of culture, media 
and sports and is now part of the ser¬ 
vice’s fleet and is registered with the 
call sign ‘G-RMAA’. 

Nigel said: “It is important to also 
help continue to raise awareness of 
the lifesaving work of the charity, 


i. Picture courtesy of Mike Tindall/Twitter 

which has such a close connection to 
Formula One and motorsport and to 
every one of us who drives on Britain’s 
busiest roads and motorway networks 
each day. 

Mike added: “It will help save 
thousands of lives as we are both 
passionate supporters of the work of 
the Midlands Air Ambulance charity, 
which is so closely connected to the 
worlds of horse racing, equestrianism, 
rugby and motorsport.” 


Special day 
in memory 
of Mylee, 8 

FUNDRAISERS united to raise cash 
in memory of schoolgirl Mylee Billing- 
ham who was stabbed in Brownhills. 

Well-wishers hosted a fun day fund¬ 
raiser for the youngster at St James’ 
Church hall in Brownhills on Sunday. 

Pink balloons were released in 
memory of the eight-year-old outside 
the hall and there were stalls, games, 
prizes to be won and face painting. 
More than £520 was raised at the Vic¬ 
arage Road church. 

A gofundme page, www.gofundme. 
com/mylee-billingham-fund, has al¬ 
ready received £3,900 in donations 
for Mylee’s family and a fundraising 
group has been set up on Facebook. 

William Billingham is accused of 
murdering his daughter Mylee on 
January 20. The 54-year-old is also 
alleged to have made threats to kill to 
the girl’s mother. 

Billingham, of Valley View, Brown¬ 
hills, appeared at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court last week. He is ex¬ 
pected to enter pleas to the charges 
at his next hearing before the court 
on March 19. Andy Nicholls, Mylee’s 
former headteacher at St James’ Pri¬ 
mary School, said: “Everyone at the 
school is completely devastated. 

“Mylee was dearly loved by us all. 
Her smile lit up the room - in fact it 
never left her face. She was a fun lov¬ 
ing, happy eight year old.” 

Awards double 
for Peaky stars 

TV series Peaky Blinders, partly 
filmed at the Black Country Living 
Museum, landed two prizes in the 
Irish Film and TV Awards. 

Cillian Murphy, who plays Tommy 
Shelby, received the best actor in a TV 
drama award at the ceremony in Dub¬ 
lin. The best supporting actress award 
went to Charlie Murphy. 



Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 




Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give-RYDAL 

• > hnrrT 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


MLOpen\Weekdays:,9arnto"5.30 pmlM 

^Saturday:~9Wi\to^4pm , SundawClosed 


^www.rydalewindbws!co:uk 











































Police stations face axe 
in force bid to save £5m 



Oldbury Police Station is facing the axe in a cost-cutting exercise 



Wednesbury Police Station is also earmarked for closure 


TWENTY-FOUR police sta¬ 
tions, including four in 
Sandwell, are to be axed un¬ 
der plans by West Midlands 
Police in a bid to save £5 mil¬ 
lion. 

Under the proposals, Wednes¬ 
bury, Smethwick, Oldbury and 
Tipton stations will be released 
from the force’s estate. 

Other Black Country stations 
to close include Aldridge, Sedgley, 
Wednesfield and Prouds Lane in Bil- 
ston. 

None of the stations to shut in the 
region are open to the public, with 
most closing their counters three years 
ago. 

The proposal, which is yet to be fi¬ 
nalised, will see the force share more 
buildings with West Midlands Fire 
Service. 

Review 

Officers already work from Hadens 
Cross Fire Station in Cradley Heath, 
following the closure of Old Hill Police 
Station. 

Further plans to share bases with 
councils and the NHS are also being 
looked at. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC) David Jamieson 
is behind the move, which comes at a 
time when recorded crime in the re¬ 
gion has risen 14 per cent. 

He said the money saved would go 
towards protecting the jobs of police 
officers. The number of officers will 
already drop by 78 to 6,450 next year. 

The move will leave 16 police bases 
in the Black Country - seven in Dud¬ 
ley, four in Walsall, four in Wolver¬ 
hampton and one in Sandwell. 

Wednesbury Police Station, in Holy- 


head Road, and Tipton Police Station, 
in Lower Church Lane, closed to the 
public back in February 2015. 

Smethwick Police Station, in Pid- 
dock Road, closed its public counter in 
June of the same year. Oldbury Police 
Station, on the Oldbury Ringway, is 
closed to the public. 

Mr Jamieson said he wants the sta¬ 


tions to help areas tackle the housing 
crisis, and unemployment. 

The proposed closures were being 
debated at a meeting of the PCC’s 
strategic policing and crime board this 
week. 

A final decision on whether to axe 
the police stations will then be made 
by members next month. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 
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Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f >0 



M | MOON THAI 

SPA & MASSAGE 


431 Moat Road, Oldbury, B68 8EJ 
0121 544 1669 

www.moonthaimassage.co.uk 


Opening Times 

Monday - Saturday 11am - 8pm 
Sunday 11am - 6pm 


Moon Thai Spa & Massage . . . for Body, Mind and Soul 


A 


A 


Time spent with us is an investment in your Inner Self. 
We will help you unwind, rewind your body clock and 
relax and sooth your Very Self. 

Today’s world is fast and aggressive and it is often too easy 
to lose sight of the need to treat your body with care. We 
can help you rekindle your inner peace and make long days 
easier and rough days smoother. 


Specialising in: 

^ Thai Head and Shoulder Massage 
O Traditional Herbal Thai Massage 
Thai Massage for Couples 
Thai Sports Massage 
Thai Oil Massage o 
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Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors 


Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it 
opened in 1989. Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our 
visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes Visit our large beautiful showroom with 

all products on display for a warm welcome 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



CARERA 

WINDOWS LTD 


The Hi 


impnn\ 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 







































MP’s attack on council 
branded ‘misleading’ 

TORY MP James Morris has been accused of launching a 
‘misleading’ and ‘politically motivated’ attack on Sandwell 
Council. 

The Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP has become em¬ 
broiled in a war of words with the Labour-led authority’s 
leader Steve Eling after he criticised the council in a Com¬ 
mons debate. 

Mr Morris highlighted allegations of corruption against 
a number of named councillors and called for Mr Eling to 
resign. 

Now Edgbaston’s Labour MP Preet Gill has waded into 
the row, accusing Mr Morris of failing to recognise ‘any of 
the good work’ Sandwell Council carries out. 

Concerned 

In a letter to Mr Morris, Ms Gill, who represents St 
Paul’s on Sandwell Council, wrote: “As I understand it you 
have not met with the leader of the council, Steve Eling, to 
discuss your concerns, instead choosing to use the House 
of Commons chamber to launch a politically motivated at¬ 
tack on the Labour-run council and the leader. I was also 
concerned some of the individuals you spoke of do in fact 
have no case to answer. 

“To make such comments without evidence or corrobo¬ 
rating information is misleading.” 

Ms Gill called for Mr Morris to schedule a meeting with 
Mr Eling to discuss his concerns. 

Mr Eling has refused to quit and branded Mr Morris’ 
remarks ‘disgraceful’. 


Meet the cute new 
additions at farm 



Alex Beasley, of Tipton, with a lamb at Forge Mill Farm 

A FARM in West Bromwich has welcomed some new re¬ 
cruits - with baby goats and lambs the latest additions to 
its animal ranks. 

The lambs and Golden Guernsey goats are now on show 
for visitors at Forge Mill Farm, which has already wel¬ 
comed three Jersey cows. Cabinet member Councillor Paul 
Moore said: “Spring is a great time to visit both Forge Mill 
and Sandwell Park Farms.” 

Admission to Forge Mill Farm is free, with a small charge 
for admission and some activities during school holidays. 
Among these are woodland walks including hunting for 
and identifying mini beasts, pond-dipping, farm visits and 
learning about the production of homegrown produce in 
the Victorian gardens. 

Neighbouring RSPB Sandwell Valley, also offers educa¬ 
tional visits. 



With a Golden Guernsey is farm apprentice Cherry Pow- 


Drivers unhurt after crash 

TWO drivers escaped unhurt after their cars were badly 
damaged in a crash in Tipton. A door was torn off a black 
Renault, while the front of a black Honda was badly dam¬ 
aged in the collision in Central Avenue, last Tuesday (Feb¬ 
ruary 13). 

Emergency services were called but drivers managed to 
pull themselves free before they arrived. No one was in¬ 
jured but motorists faced delays. 

A West Midlands Fire Service spokesman said: “We were 
called at 8.53am to Walker Grange at Central Avenue in 
Tipton. It involved two cars and all people extricated them¬ 
selves from their vehicles prior to arrival. We made the 
scene safe and police organised the recovery of the cars.” 


'Deadly* outcome fears of fish 
tank dumped at nature reserve 


A COUNCILLOR has warned that a 
glass fish tank dumped at the en¬ 
trance of a Black Country nature re¬ 
serve could have had deadly conse¬ 
quences. 

The tank was found in a broken state 
with sharp jagged edges exposed and glass 
left strewn across the ground. 

A man has been fined £400 after admitting 
dumping the tank outside Sheep wash Nature 
Reserve, Tipton. 

Sandwell councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet 



The incident of fly-tipping in Tipton 

member for public health and protection, said: 
“The tank was dumped right at the entrance to 
the nature reserve. 

“I don’t like to think about the consequences 


of a child, adult or animal stumbling upon it - 
the consequences could have been potentially 
deadly. It doesn’t bear thinking about. 

“There were dog walkers walking past it and 
there was a three-foot broken piece of glass lean¬ 
ing against the fence that could have fallen on 
a child.” 

If anyone has any information on fly-tipping 
they can report it by going to www.sandwell.gov. 
uk/flytipping or by calling 0121 368 1177. 

Last year, Sandwell recorded 5,288 incidents of 
fly-tipping. Taxpayers had to cough up £328,764 
in clean-up bills for the year 2016/17. 


Volunteers areii 
sought to help 
stage festival 

VOLUNTEERS are needed 
to help stage a Black Coun¬ 
try Festival event. 

The Tividale Park Fes¬ 
tival on July 7, from 11am 
to 5pm, will include a Tiv- 
idale’s Got Talent event. 

Anyone wishing to get 
involved should contact 
Max Robinson of Friends 
of Tividale Park by email to 
marob inson99@yahoo.com 
The event also celebrates 
the park’s 90th anniversary. 

The friends are also look¬ 
ing for stall holders inter¬ 
ested in taking a pitch and 
entertainers to perform. 



Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free, 


Don't miss your final chance - 
The Winter Sale ends this Sunday 5pm at Cousins. 

Final reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 


DESK TABLE 
LAMP 
Was £69 


SMARTYIRON 
WALL CLOCK 
Was £+09 


Parker Knoll 


i hal o ;» 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


ousins 


Established 1985 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price 
£324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. Total 
amount payable £324. 0% APR Representative. Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items 
are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
Prices in this advert are valid until 25.02.18. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store 
concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


WINTER 


SUNDAY 


REVIVAL LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA 
Was £4429 | SAVE £530 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


_ [— Af\ 


£549 

KELMSCOT' 
SPRING DOI 
Was £829 | 

r COMFORT 1000 POCKETED 

UBLE DIVAN WITH DRAWERS 

SAVE £280 
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Health 

Futures 

UTC 



Are you in Year 9 or Year 11 and 
interested in a career in health? 

Open Evening 
Tuesday 27 February 2018, 5:30pm - 7pm 

AUDIOLOGIST 

PRACTICE MANAGER INDUSTRIAL PHARMACIST 

PSYCHIATRY W mnMcnlral NURSE 

dTetitian OpharmacIst 

dietitian oNURSE 


I MEDICAL LABORATORY ASSISTANT 
3 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER 

6 O ANAESTHETIST microbiologist "d u 

! T HEALTH RECORDS STAFF </> § 

2 JA KJ A |%/| ^ P| I P* K. J HEALTH PROMOTION SPECIALIST ^ ^ 

2 55 T4h £L kheal™ otficYr 55 MILITARY MEDIC 9 £ 

s i O I jE PHYSIOTHERAPIST 50 |CTSTAFFos 

1 3 ^GENERAL PRACTITIONER oS 

£ = p! O COUNSELLOR 3 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 2 5 

«= I—I I PAEDIATRICIAN ^ | ■ - ^ 


Q 

> 

2 

O 

u 

2 

</> 



i 7Z Z € MEDICAL RESEARCHER £ RADIOGRAPHER - § 

1 i Awci iflcp THFRAPi^T O PSYCHOLOGICAL WELLBEING PRACTITIONER Z 

“I m (/) SCHOOL NURSE 5 CLINICAL IMMUNOLOGIST 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST , 0 A r\ I ATD I CT 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST TZ rUUIMI l\IO I 

■H CHILDREN S NURSING 

Offering an exciting and dynamic education to young people aged 14-19. 
Combining traditional academic qualifications such as GCSEs and A-levels 
with technical and practical learning experiences, Health Futures UTC teaches 
the healthcare professionals of tomorrow, today. 

Find out more about joining us in Year 10 or Year 12, in September 2018. 

We don’t have a catchment area and welcome students from all over the 
West Midlands and Birmingham. 


High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8DJ Tel 0121 7942888 
For more information visit www.healthfuturesutc.co.uk 


aa 


EDUCATION 


Students learning to read a medical chart in order to track the patient’s vital 
signs in the Sim Ward 


Health Futures University Technical 
College (UTC), based on High 
Street, West Bromwich, prepares 
students aged 14 -19 for a range 
of health-related careers that span 
the NHS, public health, public 
sector agencies, private industries, 
voluntary, charitable and community 
organisations - locally, nationally 
and across the globe. 

Why chose Health Futures UTC? 

A spokesman said: “We are able to 
offer educational experiences and 
opportunities that are rarely seen in 
traditional schools and colleges. We 
have a fully functioning simulation ward 
which allows our pupils to participate in 
Technical Challenge Projects. 

Exciting 

“These TCPs incorporate the use 
of scenarios and technologies to 
reflect real-life medical situations and 
emergencies written and tailored to 
our local area by a range of healthcare 
professionals. 

“Each TCP is delivered through 
exciting partnerships that have been 
formed with health, education and 
public sector organisations such as 
West Midlands Ambulance Service, 

The Military, Baby Futures, West 
Midlands Fire Service and West 
Midlands Police. 

“These partnerships allow Health 
Futures students to enjoy academic 


and career-focused advantages that 
will prepare them for both higher 
education and employment; gaining 
nationally-recognised qualifications 
alongside hands-on project learning 
with healthcare professionals. 

“We are now accepting 
applications from young people 
living in Birmingham, Sandwell, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall, Dudley 
and Solihull who would like to join 


us as Year 10 or Year 12 students in 
September 2018.” 

If you are interested in pursuing a 
career in healthcare, you are invited 
to come along to the open evening to 
find out more about how studying with 
Health Futures UTC could prepare 
you for an exciting career. The open 
evening takes place on Tuesday, 
February 27 between 5:30pm and 
7:30pm. 



School preparing students 
for rewarding career in health 

Commercial feature 


Take care of funeral costs, and 
you’re taking care of them. 

S.WEBB & SON LTD. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

It’s as simple as that. 



Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 


To find out more, call us today 
S Webb & Son Ltd 
17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands WS10 7HQ. 

Call (0121)556 0056 

/ Peace of mind for you and your family 
/ Protection against rising funeral costs 
/ From the UK’s largest funeral plan provider 


We all enjoy doing things for our 
family. And often it’s the little things 
that mean the most. It could even be 
something as simple as covering the 
cost of your funeral in advance. 
That’s why we 
recommend Golden 
Charter Funeral Plans. 


plan 

AHEAD 

FOR 


t 


With a plan in place 
you can specify your 
wishes and take care of 
the funeral director’s costs included 
in your plan at today’s prices. It’s a 
way to beat the ever-rising cost of 
funerals, and get peace of mind. 

Not just for yourself, but for your 
family too. 


To find out more about Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
please return this coupon to the address opposite. 

Mr /Mrs /Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


Email: 

Use of your data: Both Golden Charter and the funeral director may use your details including your 
email address to keep you informed about other products and services. If you would prefer not to 
receive this information, please tick here: □ Golden Charter and the funeral director respect your 
privacy and will not share your personal data with any third parties. 





Blackpool, the Lakes 

& the Settle to Carlisle Railway 

Departing Monday 16 Apr 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Chequers Plaza Hotel, 
Blackpool 

✓ Entertainment some nights 

l/ Heritage train journey on the Settle to Carlisle 
Railway 

✓ Excursion to the Lake District (Kendal & 
Bowness-on-Windermere) 


Chester 

& the Waterways of Cheshire 

Departing Sunday 29 Apr 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Last Drop Village Hotel, 
Bolton 

l/ Combined lift and river cruise at the Anderton 
Boat Lift 

✓ Cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal 

✓ Excursion to Chester 


5 Days 

by Coach 


5 Days 

by Coach 


£ 305 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 


SALE NO 



ON! 




CARPETS & LAMINATE FLOORING 


100oz VERY HEAVY 

DOMESTIC 

BEDROOM 

BLEACH 

CLEANABLE 

SAXONY 

TWIST 

SAXONY 

only 

from 

only 

£ 5.99 

£ 1.99 

£ 4.99 

per sq/yd (10 Colours) 

per sq/yd 

per sq/yd (10 Colours) 


FLOORING 

from 

£ 3.99 

per sq/m 

BUY IN CONFIDENCE! 


PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 




STRIPE COLLECTION 
from £2.99 per sq/yd 


iSENSE SAXONY 
from £8.99 


REMNANTS 
from £5.00 


t 9 



OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11.00am - 4:00pm 


94 Capehill, Smethwick, B66 4SG 

0121 555 5427 
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ADDITIONAL OFFER: 

Now is the time to buy quality windows at AFFORDABLE PRICES!! 

6 Flat PVCu Windows at Only £1,200 5 sided Bays from ONLY £800 


Prestige Windows, Doors and Conservatories Ltd, 

Unit B, Varney Avenue, West Bromwich B70 6AE 


Add an extra 
dimension to 
your home 
with a stunning 
conservatory 
or orangery. 
Affordable luxury 
can be yours. 
Contact us now 
for your quotation. 
Written quotations 
on request. 


Tel: 01902 917095 


07884 187830 


Willi 

jWTTTTTlJ 
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Mother: Tunisia still 
not ready for tourists 

A MOTHER who lost three 
family members in a terror 
attack in Tunisia says she is 
‘yet to be convinced’ it is a 
safer place. 

Thomas Cook has resumed 
flights to the country and British 
holidaymakers were flown out 
there last week the first time since 
38 people were slaughtered by an 
IS-inspired gunman in 2015. 

But Suzy Evans, from Wednesbury, 
who lost her son Joel, brother Adrian 
Evans and father Patrick Evans in the 
attack, said she was ‘surprised’ the 
airline had re-started flights to the Patrick, Joel and Adrian The hotel and beach attack scene 

north African nation when the terror 
threat was still considered to be high. 

She urged tourists to get as much 
information as possible before head¬ 
ing there. 

Talented 

Terrified holidaymakers fled as 
Seifeddine Rezgui fired indiscrimi¬ 
nately on the beach in Sousse and fol¬ 
lowed into the hotel. 

Thirty Britons were killed, includ¬ 
ing talented football referee Joel, 19, 
his grandfather Patrick, 78, and uncle 
Adrian, 44, a Sandwell Council worker 
from Bilston. 

The hotel where the three family 
members were killed re-opened with a 

new name last year. ... ... _ _ ... _ 

Despite assurances hotel security Thmk twice before f, y |n 9 " Joel s mother Suzy Evans with her son Owen 

has been tightened, Miss Evans said “At the moment, Tunisia is still in a “Personally, I don’t think Tunisia 
she felt uncomfortable with the idea of state of emergency and the Foreign Of- is ready but customers have to make 
tourists heading back to the beaches, flee also says terrorists are very likely their own decisions and weigh it up,” 
She said: “I just hope people are going to carry out a terrorist attack. More she said. 

to read all the facts about the country, importantly, the Tunisian trial still Miss Evans added: “I am surprised 

“At the end of the day, people make hasn’t taken place.” they are offering flights to a destina- 

their own decisions on whether they And she said she was yet to be tion where 38 people were slaughtered 
feel safe going on holiday but they just convinced that Tunisian hotels were on the beach. I’m shocked people are 
need to be aware of the full facts. safe from the threat of terror. going.” 




Reliable people to deliver 
This Chronicle Newspapers, 
Magazines and Leaflets. 

^ . .. 



If you are over 13 years of age 
and would like the opportunity 
to earn some extra money 
contact us with: 

• YOUR NAME 

• DATE OF BIRTH 
ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 















































Gas showroom 
site cleared for 
redevelopment 

THE former gas showroom building in 
the heart of West Bromwich has now 
been demolished - with the site cleared 
ready for redevelopment. 

Sandwell Council has provided tiles, 
chimney pots, bricks and window 
frames from the building to the Black 
Country Living Museum which the cu¬ 
rators there are keen to preserve. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration, said: “The demoli¬ 
tion has removed a dangerous structure 
from the High Street and supports the 
ongoing work to regenerate West Brom¬ 
wich town centre.” 

The building materials from the gas 
showroom will be part of a £21.7 mil¬ 
lion expansion of the museum that will 
depict Black Country life in the 1940s 
to 1960s. 

The museum expects to have the new 
facilities open by 2022 and is looking for 
people to share their stories from the 
1940s, 50s and 60s. Go to www.bclm. 
com/ForgingAhead to find out how you 
can get involved. 


On the trail of industrial past 
in Black Country with launch 



Local historian Derek Nicholls, Councillor Bill Cherrington and Sandwell Seedhouse Brewery, one of the 


A HERITAGE trail to cel¬ 
ebrate historical sites in 
Princes End is all ready to 
spring into action at the 
weekend. 

Tipton Town Libraries Local 
History Group has worked with 
library staff and Tipton deputy 
town lead Councillor Bill Cher¬ 
rington. 

The trail will showcase former in¬ 
dustrial and heritage sites, including 
Gospel Oak Ironworks, Seedhouse 
Brewery and Boulton and Watt’s first 
steam engine. 

Glebefield 

Councillor Cherrington said: “The 
trail will highlight the industrial sig¬ 
nificance Princes End made and en¬ 
courage people to get involved in local 


history activities and be proud of the 
area.” 

A special history day will be held at 
Glebefields Library from 10.30am to 
lpm on Saturday to launch the trail, 


along with a series of guided walks. 

The history group meets monthly 
at Great Bridge Library. 

For more details, email robert_ 
hazel@sandwell.gov.uk or call Rob¬ 


ert on 0121 557 1796. Derek Nicholls 
from the history group said he wel¬ 
comed the new trail as “an opportu¬ 
nity for people to find out more about 
their local area.” 


£8m funding i® 
needed for 
Hall revamp 

A FUNDRAISING campaign has been 
launched to raise £8 million to revamp 
a historic Midlands home. 

Grade-II listed Highbury Hall in Bir¬ 
mingham was once the family home 
of former city MP and mayor Joseph 
Chamberlain. Currently only parts of 
the hall, in Highbury Park, Moseley 
are open - and are mostly used for civic 
weddings and meetings. 

The hall has now been taken over by 
the Highbury Trust which has big plans 
for it. Trust chairman Les Sparkes said: 
“This is a really important project for 
the future of Birmingham. We want it 
to be an active and vibrant place. High¬ 
bury was left to the citizens of Birming¬ 
ham by the Chamberlain family, but it 
has never been open to the public.” 

The Chamberlain Highbury Trust, 
a charity established to preserve the 
house, wants it to be used as a place 
where people can learn about how the 
city was, and could be, run. 

A public open day will be held at the 
hall on Wednesday, February 28. 



*Offers live until 06.03.18. All products subject to availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid disappointment. Online delivery 
charges may apply. Persil Powercaps Bio 30 washes (£0.17 per 1 tab). Febreze Fabric Refresher Vanilla 375ml (£4 per 1L). Persil Powergems 
Colour 608g (£6.58 per 1kg). Comfort Perfume Deluxe Fabric Conditioner Lavish Blossom 870ml (£3.45 per 1L). 


©2018 Specsavers. All rights reserved. 


Experts 
in eyes 
and ears 


Specsavers in West Bromwich 
arid Bearwood 


Free eye test voucher 

Book online at specsavers.co.uk 


West Bromwich Unit 13, New Square Shopping Centre 
Tel 0121 553 0685 

Bearwood 599 Bearwood Road, Smethwick 
Tel 0121 420 0340 


Specsavers 


Valid for one test on or before 30 April 2018. Present voucher at time of test. Cannot be exchanged for cash, used with other vouchers 
or eye-health clinic appointments, or redeemed by customers already entitled to a free NHS-funded eye test. One per person, at named 
Specsavers stores only. 
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The Adventures of Rupert Bear Boom! Boom! It’s Basil Brush Bagpuss taking pride of place Elliott Edwards with the Prince Charles puppet from Spitting Image 


Puppet masters pop up in city 


COME and see some of the most 
famous faces ever to appear on TV 
for free - no strings attached. 

The one and only Bagpuss, Fozzie Bear from 
The Muppets, several Clangers, world-famous 
Thunderbirds Lady Penelope and Parker 
(M’lady) - and even Basil Brush (Boom! 
Boom!) have gone on show at Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery. 

They’re all in town as part of a major new 
exhibition looking at 80 years of puppets on 


TV. And as well as seeing these legends of the 
screen in the flesh - sorry, cloth - there’s a 
host of fascinating facts and trivia on offer. 

For instance, did you know that Bagpuss 
was originally meant to have orange stripes, 
but the fabric shop delivered pink material by 
accident. 

As for the Clangers, the scripts were written 
in English then performed on swannee whis¬ 
tles to translate into the distinctive Clanger 
language. The free display runs until April 29 


and is already drawing big crowds to the Lich¬ 
field Street venue. 

The exhibition is split into two parts, with 
one room displaying pieces from the ‘Clang¬ 
ers, Bagpuss & Co tour’ from the V&A Mu¬ 
seum of Childhood. An adjoining room shows 
pieces from the exhibition ‘TV Puppets: Icons 
From 80 Years of Entertainment’. 

Among the gems on show is an original set 
and characters from Cloppa Castle and a gen¬ 
uine 1952 Muffin the Mule marionette. There 


are also characters from Noggin the Nog and 
animation exhibitions behind Ivor the Engine. 
The collection was brought together by Mi¬ 
chael Dixon, of the National Puppetry Archive 
who also works for the City of Wolverhampton 
College. 

Zippy and George from Rainbow, Prince 
Charles’ Spitting Image doll and Soko, the 
first puppet ever made for TV in 1930, also 
feature in the exhibition. 

Visitors can revisit their childhood free of 


charge through viewing the colourful crea¬ 
tions, as part of the display curated in part¬ 
nership with the National Puppetry Archive. 

Cultural exhibition programmer at the gal¬ 
lery Carol Thompson said people of all ages 
had been marvelling at the puppets. 

She said: “People are absolutely loving 
it. You see them walking around just going 
‘wow’. 

“All ages too. It’s just so nostalgic. It’s an 
absolute delight.” 




Website: www.bchg.co.uk 
Email: jobs@bchg.co.uk 
Telephone: 0121 289 3968 


Black Country Housing Group 
BCHousingGroup 

134 High St, Rowley Regis, B65 OEE 


J IN PEC 


D«5 

PLE 


T Black Country 
Care 


Recruiting Now for Home Care 

We are looking for flexible carers who are passionate about delivering excellent 
care, to join our Domiciliary Care Services. 

Working across Tipton, West Bromwich and Wednesbury, you will be delivering care 
and support to people in their own homes and our Retirement Living Schemes. 

A driving licence is preferable but not essential. 

We offer permanent contracts of up to 35 hours per week, as well as excellent 
training to support you in your role. 

If you’re interested in applying and feel that you would make an excellent addition 
to the team, please visit our website to apply online: 

www.bchg.co.uk/jobs 
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Anti-terror chief facing 
axe over lost documents 


A DISCIPLINARY panel has 
ruled the West Midlands’ 
top counter-terrorism officer 
should be sacked for gross 
misconduct over the theft of 
top secret documents from 
his car. 

The paperwork was stolen from the 
boot of Assistant Chief Constable Mar¬ 
cus Beale’s car last May. 

Mr Beale, 54, left the documents in 
a briefcase in his car boot while he vis¬ 
ited the pub, went for a weekend away 
to London with his wife - leaving the 
car parked at Birmingham Interna¬ 
tional train station - and went super¬ 
market shopping. 

Mr Beale was given the documents 
on May 10, and placed them in his 
car before noticing them missing five 
days later at a service station while en 
route to Oxford. There is even some 
suggestion that the car had been left 
unlocked. 

Organised 

The briefcase contained four doc¬ 
uments, including minutes from a 
high-level counter-terror meeting, 
counter-terrorism local profiles, de¬ 
tails of regular organised crime and 
highly sensitive information about a 
high-profile investigation. 

The loss of the paperwork, which 
has never been recovered, could have 
been ‘catastrophic’ according to a legal 
counsel for West Midlands Police. 

The panel found Mr Beale had com¬ 
mitted gross misconduct and recom¬ 
mended he be dismissed. 

The final decision over what hap¬ 
pens to Mr Beale, expected in March, 
now lies with West Midlands Chief 
Constable Dave Thompson. 

Last year Mr Beale, aged 54, and 
due to retire in April, pleaded guilty to 



The car containing the documents 

failing to safeguard information under 
the Official Secrets Act at magistrates 
court and was fined £3,500. 

“The document should never have 
been in the briefcase of that car, not 
for minutes, let alone days, said Fiona 
Barton QC, counsel for West Midlands 
Police at the hearing held in Birming¬ 
ham. “The impact of the loss could 
have been catastrophic. It is a matter 


was parked at Birmingham Airport 

of luck that the document does not ap¬ 
pear to have seen the light of day.” 

Corinna Ferguson, chairman of the 
panel, said it was a mystery how and 
when the documents were taken. 

John Beggs, counsel for Mr Beale, 
said his client was unaware of the 
sensitivity of the documents, saying 
he would have acted differently if he 
knew. 



WINTEI MELTDOWN 


FURTHER 
REDUCTIONS 
Come 
and see 
instore! 


11 / £1,000,000 WORTH OF QUALITY FURNITURE 

^Qy/g _ DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE! _ 

Q b= _= MANY ITEMS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY! 
EVERYTHING! YOU WILL NOT FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY! 

mm UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT OSS") 


(PUIS ] UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT] 


MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER 
SOFAS WITH ATTRACTIVE 
SADDLE 
STITCH 
l DESIGN 


BOSS RECLINER CORNER SUITE 
IN RED, GREY & TAN 
WAS £1999 SAVE £1100 

MELTDOWN PRICE £899 

ALSO AVAILABLE AS 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER 



MEGAN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS 
IN BEIGE OR GREY FABRIC 
WAS £11 99 SAVE £600 

MELTDOWN PRICE £599 THE PAIR! 


MILANO 
2 SEATER SOFA 
IN PILLAR 
BOX RED 


£99 



MELTDOWN 

BARGAINS 


LOUIS DESIGN FRENCH STYLE PAINTED 
CREAM RATTEN PARISIENNE 3+2 DRAWER 
NEWTON CHEST WITH 
CABRIOLE LEGS 
WAS £479 SAVE £230 
MELTDOWN PRICE 

£249 

SOLID ANTIQUE PINE 2 DOOR SHAPED 
WARDROBE 
FULLY ASSEMBLED 
WAS £299 
MELTDOWN PRICE 

£149 

TALL SOLID OAK CHEVAL MIRROR 
WAS £189 SAVE £100 
ONE ONLY ! 

MELTDOWN PRICE 

£89 

3 PIECE BEDROOM SUITE IN ASSORTED 
FINISHES, INCLUDES DOUBLE WARDROBE 4 
DRAWER CHEST & TALL BEDSIDE 

ALL FULLY ASSEMBLED 
WAS £299 SAVE £100 
MELTDOWN PRICE 

£199 


BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES 
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY 
OUR LOW, LOW PRICES 
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!! 


IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH 
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE 
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO 
| MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK 

SAVE £500 MELTDOWN 
PRICE 

£399 

KING 
SIZE 
JUST 



BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL IN 
FABRIC & LEATHER 

WAS £299 

MELTDOWN PRICE 

£199 


CHOOSE FROM OUR 
UNRIVALLED STOCKS 
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS 
IN LEATHER & 
FABRIC. MANY 
MODELS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 



NEWTON FRENCH DESIGN MARIE ANTOINETTE 
Y CARVED DRESSING TABLE & CARVED 
MIBROR IN SOLID MAHOGANY BY NEWTON 
WAS £489 SAVE £240 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


£249 


_J SINGLE BLACK GLOSS WITH 

SH0W00D FACING SINGLE METAL BEDFRAME 
WAS £139 SAVE £70 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


£69 


10 SETS ONLY AVAILABLE 


CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL 



MELTDOWN PRICE! 


£249 



SINGLE WAS £399 MELTDOWN £199 
DOUBLE WAS £499 MELTDOWN £249 
KING WAS £599 MELTDOWN £299 


SILVER METAL BUNK BEDS 
(MAKES 2 SINGLES IF REQUIRED) 
WITH 2 QUALITY SPRUNG 
MATTRESSES 
WAS £399 1 it 

HALF PRICE 
ONLY 20 
SETS PER 
STORE 


£199 



HUNDREDS OF 
DIVANS & 
TAKE 
AWAY 


|J SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
I D0UBLE matt from £59 
| MELTDOWN UP TO 50% OFF KING MATT FROM £79 
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REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 




Sleeper factory plan 
comes under scrutiny 



A DEBATE over the proposed 
Bescot railway sleeper facto¬ 
ry will be held at a full council 
meeting next month. 

A petition against the plans to 
create 600,000 railway sleepers 
a year gathered more than 3,800 
signatures, online and on paper. 

Sandwell Council will debate the 
proposals on March 6. 

Campaigners will also hold a peace¬ 
ful protest outside Sandwell Council 
House on Freeth Street, Oldbury, be¬ 
fore the debate. 

The development by Network Rail 
has met with concerns over air, light 
pollution and traffic along with the ap¬ 
pearance of the plant. 

Backyard 

Campaigner Jenny Lloyd said: “It 
is not just a ‘not in my backyard sce¬ 
nario’, there are genuine reasons. 

“I reckon the petition will be 
4,000-strong by the time we go to the 
meeting.” 

Ward councillor Simon Hackett 
said: “This is an opportunity to take 
their opposition to the development to 
all 72 councillors across Sandwell and 
have their voices heard.” 

The site sits directly alongside the 
M6 southbound just south of Junction 
9. Residents packed into a consultation 
event held by Network Rail when un¬ 
veiled early designs for the compound, 
which they want to construct at the 
Bescot railway sidings in Friar Park. 

RAIL.ONE, which will operate the 
site, stated the factory would replace 
the one in Washwood Heath, Birming¬ 
ham, which is to be demolished to 
make way for HS2. 

It would produce 600,000 concrete 
sleepers a year with the first rolling 
off the line as early as August 2019. 


A PROJECT director earning up to 
£120,000 is wanted to oversee prepa¬ 
rations for the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham. 

The city council is advertising for 
the role, which will involve leading 
planning for the major sporting com¬ 
petition. 

The role is described as the ‘most 
exciting international opportunity for 
the city for many years’ and will in¬ 


volve heading up ‘a huge cultural pro¬ 
gramme and a business expo designed 
to show off the skills and industry of 
the whole region’. It will pay between 
£97,263 and £119,148. 

Birmingham was named as the host 
city for the 2022 Games in December. 
Part of the competition will take place 
in the Black Country, with swimming 
and diving to be held at a brand new 
aquatics centre in Smethwick. 



WEDDING 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 



SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2018,11AM- 3PM, 
THE MOUNT HOTEL, TETTENHALL WOOD, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV6 8HL. 


MNA DIGITAL 


EVENT ORGANISERS CONTACTS 

Deana Jones - 01902 319693 I 07984115267 I deana.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 
Leah Edmunds - 01902 319619 I 07807 401172 I leah.edmunds@expressandstar.co.uk 


















Headboard available at 
extra cost. Accessories 


not included. 




PROBABLY THE SOFTEST 


BUY A ^ 
** METRE 

GET A METRE 


mm 


ON A HUGE 
CHOICE OF 
CARPET 


FREE 




L-fo-kvis 

Sof+ 

S wpeY Sof4- 

Gwpe 4 - 


1®ARV 

^1, PH FlTVtp 


STRIPES 

FROM ONLY 

£ 5 £ 7 1 


UP TO 


Baroness Memory 4'6" 

Double nnattress and base 
set Memory Foam Mattress 
with sprung interior which 
reduces pressure 
points on 
the body. 


Vinyl 

from only 


£7.16 


Rugs 
from only 

£39.99 

Each 


4 YEARS 0% V 
INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT' & 

NO DEPOSIT 


Laminate 


from only 


£9.55 


UniIed 

CARPETS 



21 Upper High Street Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm / 

Thur late night 8am-8pnn, Sun 10am-4pm 


O# 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


■ TRUSTPiLOTnaann 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets 
Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as 
determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. ✓Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 



Lower High St 
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“Steel jobs 
are in the 
balance at 
factories 

MORE than 50 workers face an uncertain 
future as bosses of a West Bromwich facto¬ 
ry mull a possible closure for the 90-year 
old steel business. 

A ‘long-term decline’ in the market for 
the type of steel tubes made at Liberty 
Drawn Products and Liberty Fairbright 
Wire is behind the move. 

Staff at the Phoenix Street firms were 
told that management at the Liberty 
House-owned company was “reviewing op¬ 
erations at the site”, with closure among 
the options. 

No decision has been made but, if the 
factory shuts, management say they will 
try to safeguard jobs and skills by offering 
jobs at other sites within the group. 

Liberty Drawn Products can trace its 
roots back to 1928 and the founding of 
Phoenix Steel Tubes on the site. It later be¬ 
came part of the Caparo Industries group 
and was dragged into the collapse of that 
business in 2015. 

But the factory, and others employing 
around 1,000 people in the Black Country, 
were rescued in a takeover by the Liberty 
House group. 

This has since expanded into one of the 
UK’s biggest steel businesses, including 
the Liberty Performance Steels factory 
in Albion Road, West Bromwich, among 
around 17 sites across the West Midlands. 

A statement said: “We recently informed 
our 53 West Bromwich staff at Liberty 
Drawn Products and Liberty Fairbright 
Wire that we are in the process of review¬ 
ing operations at the site. 

“No decision has yet been agreed. We 
are optimistic we will be able to safeguard 
jobs and skills by relocating current staff 
to some of our other Midlands operations.” 

Projects get 
scientific 
with grants 

BBC Children in Need has awarded two 
Sandwell projects £19,748 in new funding, 
as part of Curiosity - a brand new partner¬ 
ship with Wellcome that is providing op¬ 
portunities for disadvantaged youngsters, 
to do science that is meaningful and fun! 

Lyng Community Association has been 
allocated a one-year Curiosity grant of 
£10,000 to deliver an environmental sci¬ 
ence project working with children and 
young people living in areas of deprivation. 

The programme of activity will intro¬ 
duce children up to the age of 14 to their 
local environment and will highlight how 
actions can have a lasting effect. 

Rachel Jennings, community devel¬ 
opment officer at the association said: 
“Through this funding, and the science ac¬ 
tivities we will be able to provide, we will 
inspire local children and young people and 
raise their aspirations for the future.” 

Also, Murray Hall Community Trust has 
been allocated a one-year Curiosity grant of 
£9,748 to deliver an informal science based 
activity programme. The project aims to 
support the aspirations of local children 
and young people whilst building their so¬ 
cial skills and developing their confidence, 
communication and curiosity. 

Kelly Freeman, project co-ordinator at 
Murray Hall said: “This funding will sup¬ 
port local children and young people to 
raise their scientific curiosity about the 
world around them.” 

To find out more about Curiosity or 
grants, go to bbc.co.uk/Pudsey. 

Male choir and 
army join forces 

A JOINT concert is being held in Sandwell. 

The event is being staged by Cradley 
Heath Salvation Army and Cradley Heath 
Male Voice Choir on March 3. 

Cradley Heath Male Voice choir is cele¬ 
brating its 106th anniversary this year. 

The venue is the Citadel at Meredith 
Street, Cradley Heath. Tickets cost £5 in¬ 
cluding refreshments. 

To book, call David Cormell on 01384 
393 067. 


Midland councils call in £21 m of debt using 
bailiffs over period of two and a half years 


COUNCILS across the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire called in bailiffs to collect more than 
£21 million in debts over the past two and a 
half years, new figures have revealed. 

From 2015 six local authorities used debt col¬ 
lectors on a staggering 161,471 occasions, with 
council tax arrears accounting for around 65 
per cent of cases. 

The use of debt enforcers by councils has 
been branded ‘cruel’ by critics, with one Labour 
council, which has ditched the tactic, describing 
it as ‘medieval’. 

Meanwhile Lib Dems in the West Midlands 
have called on all Labour-run councils to scrap 
a policy they say picks on ‘the poorest and most 


REPORT BY PETE MADELEY 

vulnerable’. But the association that represents 
local authorities said they had a duty to collect 
taxes to protect vital services. 

A Freedom of Information request provided 
figures for the four Black Country councils, Li¬ 
chfield District Council and South Staffordshire 
District Council. 

Labour-controlled Walsall Council used bail¬ 
iffs 48,733 times from April 2015 to December 
2017, the figures showed, bringing in a total of 
£5.97m. Council tax accounted for 73 per cent 
of cases, while bailiffs were also sent out to col¬ 


lect arrears from parking fines and business 
rates. Sandwell Council, which is also Labour, 
sent out debt collectors on 40,716 occasions 
over the same period, although it did not reveal 
how much money it had brought in. 

Dudley Council was under Labour control 
until May last year when the Tories took over. 
It sent out bailiffs 30,688 times to collect £7.4m. 

Another Labour authority, Wolverhampton 
Council, used bailiffs on 34,620 occasions to 
recover £4m worth of debts. Tory-run Lichfield 
District Council used bailiffs 2,903 times to 
collect £2.1m, and South Staffordshire District 
Council brought in £1.46m from 3,811 visits. 

In November, Hammersmith and Fulham 


council announced it was stopping the use of 
debt collectors. The council said it would use its 
own ‘ethical debt collection approach’ instead. 

The Local Government Association (LGA) 
urged people facing difficulties to contact their 
local authority to discuss repayment options. 

The LGA’s Claire Kober said: “No council 
wants to ask people on the lowest incomes to 
pay more, but councils have a duty to their 
residents to collect taxes - these fund crucial 
services, such as caring for the elderly, protect¬ 
ing children and collecting bins. With councils 
facing a £5.8bn funding shortfall by 2020, it is 
essential funds are collected so vital services 
can be protected.” 


Book is bostin' effort to 
preserve spakin' proppa 



REPORT BY DAVID COSGROVE 

IT is a bostin’ guide to how we spa¬ 
ke - the world’s first Black Country 
dictionary has been published. 

And the man who has compiled it 
hopes future generations will study the 
language in schools. 

The guide has been put together by Steve 
Edwards, one of the organisers of the Black 
Country Festival. 

It is on sale on Amazon and people can also 
buy the dictionary at the Black Country Living 
Museum. 

Steve, who was born in Brierley Hill and 
now lives in Dudley, is fighting to keep the 
language alive. 

The former factory worker has uncovered 
some rare terms by speaking to older people 
from across the region. 

Some of the terms were on the brink of ex¬ 
tinction. 

Steve said: “A lot of people were getting in 
touch with me people of the Black Country 
Festival stuff and saying they wanted a dic¬ 
tionary. 

“I grew up in a proper Black Country family 
so thought I would be able to do it. 

“The whole country is becoming Londonised 
and this is a way of trying to save and preserve 
the Black Country dialect. 

Understanding 

“We need people to know that we still speak 
Black Country around here, it’s not just the 
Queen’s English.” 

In order to compile the dictionary Steve 
spoke to relatives and pensioners from across 
the region to double check the words he knew 
with other people’s understanding of them. 

Steve explained: “I have been speaking to 
a lot of people to make sure I was getting the 
words right. 

“I also wanted to see if there were any new 
words or sayings. 

“Most of them I kind of knew because I 
had grown up with two proper Black Coun¬ 
try grandparents so this was something I was 
brought up with.” 

The Black Country dialect should be treated 
as its own separate language within the re¬ 
gion’s schools, Steve said. 

He suggested pupils should be taught the 
language alongside subjects such as French or 
German. 

This will give them an insight into their own 
history and culture, he insisted. 

He added: “That’s how it needs to be looked 
at. People say we speak slang and we don’t 
speak properly. 

“But that’s not right - our dialect is actu¬ 
ally derived from early English, it’s the orig¬ 
inal form. 


“It is just that we retained it rather than 
change it to the Queen’s English. 

“I think it definitely should be taught in 
school, it would be just like teaching French 
or German. 

“It has national and international impor¬ 
tance because it is one of the only surviving 
original forms of English still being used. 

“We need to preserve the language and also 
teach it for the future generations as well.” 

The dictionary runs from A to Z - with en¬ 
tries for every letter of the alphabet. There is 
also a brief history of the Black Country dialect 
and the region as a whole. 

Steve, aged 34, said: “In the book the first 


page tells people about the Black Country and 
why it is called what it is. 

“Then it goes on to our dialect and where it’s 
derived from, as well as phrases and different 
words. It is educational because a lot of people 
don’t know these things. It’s just how English 
used to be. 

“In the book there are the words but also a 
selection of phrases - all together there’s 45 
pages in it.” 

The final entry is ‘zonked’ - meaning tired. 
Other interesting words and phrases include 
‘bibble’ - a small stone or a pebble; ‘loon’ - 
alone; ‘clammed’ - hungry; ‘me babby’s Mar¬ 
tin’ - meaning my baby’s crying; or ‘wasin’ 


- throat. A surprising addition was one phrase 
Steve had not heard until he began researching 
the book. 

This is ‘Ode Ear’s Night’ - the Black Coun¬ 
try version of New Year’s Eve. 

Steve explained: “Somebody told me that 
but I wasn’t sure if I believed them. But I went 
up to my nan and asked my father as well and 
they said the same thing.” 

People can pick up the dictionary online, 
at the museum and also at the Black Country 
T-Shirts shop in Castle Street, Dudley. 

Next week it will also go on sale at Dudley 
Council venues, including the Red House Glass 
Cone and Dudley Archives. 


Investors in Carillion saw disaster coming - inquiry 


INVESTORS in Carillion were ‘fleeing for the 
hills’ after spotting the construction giant was 
heading for disaster, it has been revealed. 

Evidence to a Parliamentary inquiry into 
the company’s collapse last month showed one 
leading investor was considering suing Wolver¬ 
hampton-based Carillion and also believed its 
management should be investigated. 

Almost 1,000 former Carillion workers have 
been made redundant and jobs have also been 


lost among sub-contractors since the firm went 
into liquidation. 

Auditors KPMG will be questioned today, 
Thursday, by the Business and Work and Pen¬ 
sions select committees and asked why Caril¬ 
lion’s accounts were signed off. 

Frank Field, chairman of the Work and Pen¬ 
sions Committee, said there was a disconnect 
between what Carillion directors told MPs 
earlier this month - that all was sunny until 


problems with a contract in Qatar hit them ‘out 
of the blue’. The MP said: “Their stewardship 
had, they proudly told us, been adjudged ‘best 
in class’ by their friends at KPMG. 

“On the other hand, investors were fleeing 
for the hills, and it appears those who looked 
closest ran fastest. 

“We will be taking evidence from the audi¬ 
tors and the investors, as well as demanding 
more company papers, to get to the bottom of 


who knew what and, most importantly, when.” 

Rachel Reeves, who chairs the Business Com¬ 
mittee, said: “Investors spotted that Carillion 
was heading for disaster and fled. The company 
had unsustainably high levels of debt, weak 
cash-generation and was saddled with a wid¬ 
ening pensions deficit. It’s a tragedy for those 
who have lost their jobs and the suppliers left 
struggling for survival that Carillion directors 
ignored these issues.” 


























Sidhu Pharmacy has been established for over 31 years and during that time 
have developed a reputation for personal service. This has resulted in several 
generations of families using our services. 


fy) Sidhu 

PHARMACY SERVICES 


1. We are able to collect and deliver your prescription free from all 
surgeries in and around the West Bromwich area. 

2 . Why not sign-up to ourElectmnic Prescription Service. Your 
GP surgery can send your prescription directly to our computer 
system and we will dispense and deliver it. 

3 . At Sidhu Pharmacy we under -stand that with increasing 
number of tablets, it can be difficult to keep track of what 
medication to take and when. We can fill your medication into a 
weekly disposable pill tray and deliver it to your home. 

4 . On your behalf our trained Pharmacy Technicians can Manage 
your prescription on a monthly basis so that we order your 
repeat prescription on time and deliver if required. 


5 . Sidhu Pharmacy provides a FREE MOT Health Check 

(BP, Sugar-Diabetes and Cholestrol, however there is a charge 
of £3 for the cholesterol strip) 

6 . We provide the seasonal flu-vaccination free for those over 65, 
diabetic patients, chronic respiratory disease, pregnant women, 
chronic kidney and liver disease, carer. 

No appointment required. 

7 . We also provide The Minor Ailment Scheme. This is where the 
Pharmacist will be able to assess your needs, give you advice 


8 .; 


we are able to discuss your medications and give 
pmfessional advice. 



on our website www.sidhupharmacy.co.uk Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm, Sat 9am -1 pm 


Sidhu Pharmacy is situated next door to the new Lidl CCQ QQJTQ 

Superstore at 369-371 High Street, West Bromwich. 0 I I OOO *3^—*30 


GNG NURSERY 

Nursery Of The Year 2016 

We cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 



What we offer: 

• Newly Refurbished Nursery offering brand new 
indoor and outdoor facilities 
High Quality Childcare through a stimulating 
Educational Curriculum taught by qualified and 
experienced staff. We give children a free 
choice of play and learning activities to 
enhance their development. 

Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals 
throughout the day from suggestions off parents 


Achievements & Awards: 

Day Nursery of the Year 2016- 
by Sandwell MBC 

Community Excellance Award 2015- by BCABA 
Business Development 2014 Award - 
by Nursery World 

Day Nursery 2014 Award - by Sandwell MBC 
Outstanding - by Ofsted 




AVAILABLE 



Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point Trinity Street Smethwick. B67 7AA 
Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 
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What we offer 

® We provide quality care for children 
aged 2 months to 5 years 
9 Pre-school education 
W Rated good Ofsted 2017 
9 Free funded sessions for 2,3 and 4 
year olds up to 30 hours free 
W Freshly prepared meals daily 
9 Special needs catered for 
® Very large colourful educational 
garden/play area 
9 Full and part time sessions 
9 Out of school club coming soon 
Open 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday 
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We provide a homely, caring, happy 
atmosphere where children can learn 
and enjoy play in an environment which 
prepares every child with their life skills. 
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It Bluebells Day Nursery fr 

25 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury B68 9DR 
01214216497 
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OOOQ with Express & Star 

[ Hypoallergenic Hotel Collection Duvets 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


From £19.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Enjoy comfort and quality with these sumptuous Hotel 
Collection duvets. 

This deluxe bedding is non allergenic and its plush, 
super soft microfibre casing and hollow fibre filling 
is wonderfully lightweight without compromising on 
comfort and warmth. 

Our duvets are long lasting and designed to retain their 
plumped shape and luxurious feel. Available in a 
choice of single, double, king or super king and offered 
in three levels of warmth; 10.5, 13.5 and 15 tog. 





Product 

10.5 tog 

Was 

Price 

13.5 tog 

Was 

Price 

15 tog 

Was 

Price 

Single 

D5752 

£32.99 

£19.99 

D6094 

£39.99 

£23.99 

D6098 

£42.99 

£25.99 

Double 

D5753 

£42.99 

£29.99 

D6095 

£49.99 

£33.99 

D6099 

£54.99 

£36.99 

King 

D5754 

£54.99 

£32.99 

D6096 

£64.99 

£36.99 

D6100 

£69.99 

£39.99 

Super King 

D5755 

£64.99 

£34.99 

D6097 

£74.99 

£39.99 

D6101 

£79.99 

£42.99 

Pillow Twin Pack 

D5785 

£29.99 

£19.99 




Daylight Lamps 


From £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Thanks to our daylight lamps, you can 
enjoy a natural sunlight effect all year 
round. 

The flicker-free light helps reduce 
eyestrain, making it the perfect light for 
reading and long periods of studying. 
Also great for hobbies such as 
needlework, model-making and 
painting, helping to make colours more 
true to life while improving contrast. 
Available in a choice of stainless steel- 
effect or brass-effect, these lamps 
include a 27W low energy bulb that is 
equal in light output to a standard 150W 
bulb. A spare bulb is also available. 

The floor lamp measures 133cm high 
tilted at 90 degrees, and the base 
measures L26 x W33cm. The table 
lamp measures 41cm high tilted at 90 
degrees, and the base measures L22 x 
W18cm. 

D3943 Table lamp stainless steel-effect 
£49.99 Was £79.99 
D5553 Table lamp brass-effect £49.99 
Was £79.99 

D3944 Floor lamp stainless steel-effect 
£74.99 Was £99.99 
D5552 Floor lamp brass-effect £74.99 
Was £99.99 

D3948 Spare bulb £9.99 



Stainless steel-effect effect floor lamp 

table lamp 


Belledorm Duvet Sets 

belledorm 


From £19.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



Add a touch of style to your bedroom with these smart duvet sets by Belledorm. 

Made using easy care 50 per cent cotton and 50 per cent polyester with a 150 thread count, they are 
machine washable at 40°C and can be tumble dried on a low heat. Each set includes pillow cases; the 
single set includes one and the double and king sets come with two. All sizes have Swift Swap technology 
meaning they have hand holes in the corners, allowing for easier and quicker duvet changes. Choose from 
three options: Ruby features large poppies with a hand-painted feel. Its pretty, floral design has delicate 
tones of pink, grey and green on a crisp white background. 

Dash features a geometric print with a variety of patterns including herringbone, oval and bold stripes. 
Esme has hand-painted feel, featuring fabulous large blooms. Its striking, floral design works both in a 
contemporary or classic setting and is great for adding colour to a bedroom. 


Product 

Esme 

Was 

Price 

Dash 

Was 

Price 

Ruby 

Was 

Price 

Single 

G1986 

£43 

£19.99 

G2779 

£43 

£24.99 

G2782 

£43 

£24.99 

Double 

G1984 

£54 

£24.99 

G2780 

£54 

£34.99 

G2783 

£54 

£34.99 

King 

G1985 

£65 

£34.99 

G2781 

£65 

£44.99 

G2784 

£65 

£44.99 


Order Hotline 0871 911 701 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

81338 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 13th Nov 2017 - 12th Feb 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (81338), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rT TTii i i i in i i ii i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

OTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£4.95 
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Pure Vegetarian 
^ and Vegan 

Restaurant 


600/C NOW FOR MOWER'S Mil 

Sunday 11th March J 

Taking vegetarian food to a new level. 

304 HIGH STREET, SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM, B66 3PA. 

TELEPHONE: 0121 565 5800 WWW.THEKINGSUK.COM 

r ~£\ 

1 u www.facebook.com/304kingslounge/ 

PRIVATE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE TO HIRE 100% PURE VEGETARIAN AND VEGAN RESTAURANT 
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PUB & CARVERY 

k Hill Top • West Bromwich • B7Q OSD A 


/ DAY 


CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 

FUNCTION 


ROO 




NOBILE, TABLET AND PC REPAIRS 







CMEXlB CtQjQ33S 




EofeOJEnEOlS 

V2JGBQ3HKED 

033HJS57 




ACCESSORIES AND MORE.. 


Unit 32, Queens Square Shopping Centre, 
West Bromwich B707NJ 

E 0121 525 4329 Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 5:30pm 

10 Townsend Place, Kingswinford Dy6 9JI 
TS013B4 295395 Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6:00pm 

3 in1b@fonestech.co.uk www.fonestech.com 


i FmNT BOX GROUWL 


Are you looking to be part of a group? 
Are you lonely and in need of some company 
Then look no further, why not come along and 
join our amateur art group 

EVERY MONPAY 10MSAM - I.HSPM 
EVERY THURSPAY ]ZMSPM - ZMSPM 
Lodge Road Community nini 

Lodge Road UI2I 

West Bromwich 553 2013 ' 

B70 8PJ 


[REFRESHMENTS] 
^ INCLUDED 


X Factor's Brenda 
is nicest star in town 



Sexism, ageism, 
religion - no other 
musical covers 
so many topics 


S he’s not in the least sniffy 
about her X Factory past. 
Brenda Edwards is thrilled 
that her ITV success 
helped catapult her into 
the world of entertainment 
- so that she still gets great roles now, 
though it’s a dozen years since her 
appearance on the second series of 
the show, back in 2005. 

Brenda’s life changed forever when she entered The X 
Factor in 2005. She was the last woman standing in the 
semi-finals and left the audience and judges spellbound 
week after week before signing up for a 27-date X Factor 
UK arena tour. 

The ultimate acceptance by the public 
came when Brenda was presented with 
the Screen Nation Award in 2007 for 
Favourite Reality TV Star, which was a 
people’s choice award. 

In 2006, Brenda was snapped up 
to play Mama Morton in Chicago the 
Musical in the West End. She received 
such great acclaim for her portrayal 
of the prison warden that she was 
asked back to play the role again after 
appearing in the 10th anniversary 
gala performance. 

In 2007, Brenda created the 
role of Pearl Pastor in Carmen 
Jones at the Royal Festival 
Flail, performing with both 
the London and Royal 
Philharmonic orchestras. 

“It’s been an interesting 
ride,” she says, a master 
of understatement. 

She’s on the road now 
with Flairspray, calling 
in at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre from 
Monday to March 3. 

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
be part of the show. It’s a great 
cast. It’s nice to have fun and 
everybody is so supportive. That’: 
what’s needed when you’re on the 
road and away from your family at 
home. It’s nice that we all get on 
and we have fun.” 

The action in Flairspray is set 
in Baltimore in 1962 where Tracy 
Turnblad, a big girl with big hair 
and an even bigger heart, is on a 
mission to follow her dreams and 
dance her way onto national TV. 

Tracy’s audition makes her a local 
star and soon she is using her 
new-found fame to fight for equality, 
bagging local heartthrob Link Larkin 
along the way. The show features the 
hit songs Welcome To The 60s, You 
Can’t Stop The Beat, The Nicest Kids 
in Town and many more. 

Brenda says: “It’s an amazing 
feel-good show, but the things we’re 
talking about are anything but feel¬ 
good. It was a time of racism and 
oppression but the musical doesn’t 
shove that down your throat. 

“There’s an underlying message 
there which is serious and poignant, 
whether it’s to do with sexism, ageism, 
religion or anything else. There is no other 
musical that covers so many topics. 

“I’ve wanted to play this part for a 
long time. I auditioned for the West End, 
but I wasn’t ready at the time because 


I was fresh from The X Factor. I wasn’t 
successful then but it meant that I could 
go away and grow and come back with 
a real understanding of how to play the 
character. I hope I’ve achieved that. 

“It’s such a great role. She’s very 
! similar to me. I identify with her. The way 
she speaks her mind and she’s a fighter 
and a strong lady. She has some amazing 
songs. I’m very lucky to be playing her.” 

She is respectful of the way The X 
Factor changed her career. It gave her 
a platform and she’s used that to keep 
moving forward. “I didn’t even know what I 
was looking to get out of it. I didn’t think I’d 
’ J win it or get as far as the live shows, to be 
honest. Flaving gone on the show and been 
in that bubble - and that’s what it is - it’s easy 
to be confused once you come out because 
you are just shielded from the outside world. 

“It’s only when you come out and are on 
your own that you have to have this strong 
determination to put it behind you and decide 
where to go next. I just kept singing in clubs 
and doing lots of gigs. 

“I was in it for 11 weeks until the semi finals. 

I do believe I was one of the lucky ones. But 
you make your own luck and destiny. I wasn’t put 
straight in for Chicago. I had to audition and I had five 
auditions for one role. It was very daunting. That was 
more frightening for me than my X Factor auditions.” 

Away from the stage, Brenda has faced battles of her 
own after being diagnosed with breast cancer. She 
made the brave decision to go public about that in the 
hope that her victory against the disease might inspire 
others. 


“I didn’t hide the breast cancer away because I wanted 
to be somebody that could try to help somebody else 
out there. That’s why I came out there. I was aware that 
people would see me as someone in the public eye. I 
wanted to raise awareness for the cancer. I went through 
it when I was on the Flairspray tour the last time. That’s 
another reason why I wanted to come back this time. It 
was such a strong network of support for me. 

“I felt my breast and it turned out it was that. I caught it 
early and had chemo and it’s not nice, it’s horrible, I have 
side effects but I’m alive. I am thankful every single day. 
That’s what makes me want to do this show. You don’t 
know when your time will be up. I want to spread the joy 
and happiness. I want to help others. I want to empower 
others.” 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

























Have a nice St David's 
Day with Stereophonies 


ST DAVID’S Day will certainly have a Welsh 
flavour at Birmingham Genting Arena on 
Thursday (March 1) with Stereophonies in 
concert. 

One of Britain’s best live bands, the group formed 
in the South Wales village of Cwmaman 26 years ago 
and come to the venue toting their tenth studio album 
Scream Above The Sounds, follow up to 2015 chart- 
topper Keep The Village Alive. 

Featuring singles Caught By The Wind and All In 
One Night, Scream Above The Sounds was primarily 
recorded at the band’s west London HQ with the help 
of regular collaborator Jim Lowe. Frontman Kelly 
Jones says he aimed to write ‘big anthemic songs’, 
adding: “Every song offers a sense of release. Even 


when there’s nostalgia, fear or anxiety, they’re still all 
offering hope and room to manoeuvre.” 

Stereophonies consist of founders Kelly Jones 
(vocals/guitar) and Richard Jones (bass) along with 
Adam Zindani (guitar) and Jamie Morrison (drums). 
Keyboardist Tony Kirkham joins the band for live 
shows. Birmingham-born Zindani, former lead singer 
and guitarist with Brum band Casino, has been with 
Stereophonies for 11 years now. Morrison, from 
Huntingdon, previously played with Noisettes. 

Stereophonies have been touring the globe and 
were one of the most regular performers at the V 
Festival. Their most popular tracks in a career that 
stretches back to 1997 debut Word Gets Around 
include Just Looking, Have A Nice Day, Madame 
Helga, Maybe Tomorrow, Dakota and C’est la Vie. 


Family 


history 
comedian 



inspires 

He’s the comedian best 
known for football banter 
with Frank Skinner but David 
Baddiel’s latest show is all 
about his family. 

Baddiel’s relationship with Black 
Country legend Frank was built 
around their love of The Beautiful 
Game. They were the poster boys 
of Euro ‘96, had a huge hit with 
Three Lions (with help from The 
Lightning Seeds) and attracted 
massive audiences to their witty 
Fantasy Football show. 

Both had been successful 
comics beforehand. University of 
Cambridge educated Baddiel had 


an earlier successful partnership 
with Rob Newman, the first 
comedians to sell out Wembley 
Arena, while Frank came from 
the school of hard knocks before 
teaching and then comedy, going 
from Midlands to national fame. 
They remain close friends. 

David says: “We’re an odd 
couple, Frank and 1.1 saw him 
yesterday, we communed about 
the death of Mark E Smith. He was 
such a big fan of The Fall. I knew 
he’d be upset so I went to see him, 
he lives in my road. We used to live 
together and when he moved out 
he bought a house two doors down. 
He’s now bought a house 100 


doors down. 

It’s a very 

expensive form of stalking.” 

My Family: Not the Sitcom is 
at Birmingham New Alexandra 
Theatre on February 28, Dudley 
Town Hall on April 19 and Stafford 
Gatehouse on May 19. 

“I look at the fact that my mother, 
who was born in Nazi Germany, 
escaped from the regime by the 
skin of her teeth. The mad way 
she lived her life might have been 
rooted in that. Something about 
my mother speaks to me about a 
woman who knew she nearly didn’t 
have a life and so lived it as a punch 
in the face to the Nazis.” 


Low or high times 
with Morrissey 


Top comedy talent 
at Hippodrome gala 



Gig of the week has to be 
Morrissey, pictured, at 
the Genting Arena on 
Tuesday, although the 
former Smiths frontman 
has become a divisive 
figure. Last year’s Low 
In High School album 
got a mixed reaction. 

Other highlights include 

Tk« Dln^l/hnorle mitk rtn.nlx 

‘The Draw’ Hussey at the mic 
for the late Ian Dury at Bilston’s Robin 2 tomorrow 
(Friday). Liverpool’s All We Are are back with the 
excellent Sunny Hills album and a gig at the Hare 
and Hounds, Kings Heath, next Thursday. 


There’s a funny couple of weeks ahead at Birmingham 
Hippodrome with lots of top comedians visiting. 

There is a charity night on Wednesday with Luisa 
Omielan’s Dead Funny Birmingham’s Big Comedy 
Gala. Luisa from What Would Beyonce Do?!, Comic 
Relief, Live at the Apollo and Thigh Gap! presents 
the coolest comics on the circuit for a one night 
bonanza. Confirmed guests include Sara Pascoe, 

Mo Gilligan, lain Stirling, Tom Allen, Suzi Ruffell, Ellie 
Taylor, Tez Ilyas, Jen Brister, Aaron Twitchen and Dan 
Nightingale. All proceeds go to Helena’s Hospice 
Foundation supporting hospices in the Midlands and 
nationwide. 

Other laughter makers with shows at the Hippodrome 
include Sean Lock on Tuesday and Dara O’Briain for 
three consecutive nights from Thursday, March 1. 



COMMERCIAL FEATURE 

ONE OF THE 
BESTAROUND 

Whether you’re looking for somewhere to eat with friends, fam¬ 
ily, co-workers or a partner, here at The Vine we create a relaxed and 
enjoyable environment for everybody to enjoy. We are a family-run 
pub with an enviable reputation for our famous indoor barbeque 
and renowned chicken tikka. We have been established for over thir¬ 
ty-eight years and still run by the same owners! We were the first in 
the area to start the desse trend of food and drinks in public houses. 

Offering a variety of authentic Indian dishes, we have established 
a fantastic reputation for ourselves in and around the West Midlands 
- but don’t take just our word for it as we have over 400 reviews on 
Trip Advisor. 

We are also proud to have won the title of ‘National Curry Pub 
of the Year’ for three consecutive years which we feel reflects our high V 
standards of food and service as one of the best curry pubs in the \ 
West Midlands. 

We may look like an average pub from our modest exterior but 
it’s a whole new world to discover once you’re inside, so come visit k 
The Vine to explore our extensive menu. We look forward to wel- Jl 
coming you very soon. 




Fully escorted holidays to Europe 


"Reader Offer 


__ Fu Ily-Escorted 
— tolida>re^ 


„ ■» -— FREE 

Brochure 
Order Now! 


Discover your next holiday with 100s of 
fully-escorted tours to choose from by 
coach, air or cruise. 

✓ Holidays from only £249pp 

✓ Luxury coaches with extra legroom 

✓ Free local joining points and regional 
airports 

✓ £50pp low deposit 


Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock* Wolverhampton 


Call 01709 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk 

•AB A Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply. J A| OL 
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Ant & Dec's Saturday Night 

Takeaway 

(ITV, 7pm) 

New series. The entertainer duo 
return with their regular 
weekend variety show, featuring 
audience surprises, outlandish 
stunts and celebrity guests. Kylie 
Minogue gets proceedings 
under way by opening the show 
with a studio performance, and 
Oily Murs swaps his rotating 
chair on The Voice for a seat in 
the announcer's booth. Amanda 
Holden becomes the first 
famous face to fall victim to the 
pair's latest round of Undercover 
pranks, and Stephen Mulhern is 
back to preside over another Ant 
Versus Dec contest, this time 
featuring monster trucks. Plus, 
Scarlett Moffat returns to 
Takeaway for more extravagant 
challenges, and the boys launch 
the show's biggest-ever Place on 
the Plane giveaway. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Live Winter 
Olympics 2018. Coverage from day 15 in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Live Winter Olympics 
2018. Coverage from day 15 in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 4.00 Live 
Six Nations Rugby Union. Scotland v 
England (Kick-off 4.45pm). 

7.00 BBC News. 

7.10 Regional Programme. 

7.15 All Together Now. More amateur 
and professional singers hope to 
impress “the 100” as they take to 
the stage in the singalong 
challenge, competing for the two 
remaining spots in the Grand Final. 
This time, one of the acts dares a 
cover of judge Geri Horner’s 
biggest hit, It’s Raining Men, while 
others opt for Ed Sheeran’s 
Galway Girl, Wet Wet Wet’s 
Goodnight Girl, and Ain’t Nobody 
by Chaka Khan. Rob Beckett 
presides over the proceedings. 
8.20 Casualty. Ethan becomes 

preoccupied with solving the ED’s 
budget problems, compromising 
patient care in the process. 
Meanwhile, Glen makes a 
decidedly unromantic proposal to 
Robyn. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. Helen and 
Paris reach Troy, and discover 
news of their illicit elopement has 
arrived ahead of them. Rulers 
Priam and Hecuba engage in an 
agonising debate over whether to 
send Helen back to her husband, 
or face the consequences of 
defiance. Meanwhile, in Sparta, 
Menelausand his brother 
Agamemnon marshal the Greek 
forces in preparation of an 
invasion of Troy. Notable in his 
absence is Odysseus, king of 
Ithaca, but is he really as ill as he 
claims to be? Historical epic, 
starring Louis Hunter. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches. 

11.55 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 

Radzi Chinyanganya presents 
coverage of the opening events on 
day 16 in PyeongChang, South 
Korea, which includes curling, 
bobsleigh, and ice hockey. 

3.30 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Continued coverage from day 16 in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day 15 from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 
Food. (R) 12.00 Live Winter Olympics 
2018. Continued coverage from day 15 
in PyeongChang, South Korea. 1.15 
Escape to the Country. 2.00 Italy’s 
Invisible Cities. (R) 3.00 Nigel Slater’s 
Middle East. (R) 4.00 Trust Me, I’m a 
Doctor. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Tom 
Kerridge: Lose Weight for Good. (R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall extensive wildlife 
tour continues as he visits Dorset, 
where the mild climate has 
provided all kinds of creatures with 
ideal habitat conditions. He meets 
retired policeman Mick Jenner, 
who has been filming an otter 
family for the past few years, and 
local bat enthusiast Colin Morris, 
who has been keeping a watchful 
eye on the rare Bechstein bat. 

Plus, at Portland Bird Observatory, 
Hugh joins ornithologist Martin 
Cade in monitoring migrating 
blackcaps and wheatears. 

7.00 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the 15th day’s action 
in PyeongChang, South Korea, 
which included snowboarding, 
alpine skiing, and four-man 
bobsleigh. 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. Footage of animals 
that have unusual means of 
finding their way around, including 
dung beetles that navigate by the 
sun and moon and pigeons with 
remarkable memories. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring seizes 
the chance to contribute to the war 
effort by guarding a captured 
German U-boat crew. Guest 
starring Philip Madoc. (R) 

9.00 Judi Dench: All the World’s Her 
Stage. Billy Connolly, Samantha 
Bond, Daniel Craig and Ian 
McKellen are among those 
reminiscing about the veteran 
actress in this celebration of her 
60-year career. (R) 

10.00Film: Philomena. (2013) A 
disillusioned political journalist 
helps a woman find the child that 
was forcibly taken from her in the 
1950s. Fact-based drama, with 
Judi Dench and Steve Coogan. 

11.30 Film: Strawberry Fields. (2012) 
Drama, starring Anna Madeley. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 

6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel 
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.25 Dancing on Ice. (R) 1.20 
ITV News; Weather. 1.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. Ireland v Wales 
(Kick-off 2.15pm). 4.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.50 Regional Programme ; 
Weather.5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Take Me Out: 10th Anniversary 
Special. A special edition of the 
matchmaking show, in which 
Paddy McGuinness switches the 
men and women around, with 
female celebrities seeking the 
approval of a panel of returning 
Romeos. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. New series. The 
entertainers return with their 
weekend variety show, featuring a 
show-opening performance by 
Kylie Minogue. Plus, Amanda 
Holden falls victim to an 
Undercover prank. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The contest heats 
up as the teams assembled by 
Tom Jones, Will.i.am, Jennifer 
Hudson and Oily Murs enter the 
Battle phase. Here, the coaches 
are tasked with chipping away at 
their roster of would-be stars via 
head-to-head studio battles. Each 
of the coaches are given 'steals', 
which gives them a chance to save 
any of the acts knocked out by 
their rival coaches during the sing- 
offs. As the contest gets ever 
fiercer, Emma Willis will be on 
hand to congratulate the victors, 
and commiserate with their 
defeated rivals. 

9.50 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon challenges Jonathan Ross, 
Melanie Sykes and Ashley Banjo to 
guess which celebrity abodes he 
has invaded this week. Last in the 
series. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Lethal Weapon 4. (1998) 
Action adventure, starring Mel 
Gibson and Danny Glover. 

1.30 Jackpot247.3.00 Babushka. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.45 3rd Rock 
from the Sun. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Dueens. (R) 7.35 The King of Oueens. 

(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Coast vs Country. 
(R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun. (R) 4.30 The 
Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 5.35 The 
Supervet. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal 

Villages. Penelope explores the 
seaside villages of 
Northumberland and the Scottish 
Borders. She finds out how 
architect Edwin Lutyens and 
garden designer Gertrude Jekyll 
designed a home on the exposed 
coastline of the island of 
Lindisfarne, and walks along the 
golden beach of Low Newton, 
before taking in the medieval 
village of Warkworth. Previously 
seen on More4. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
continues her mission to chart 
Britain’s rich maritime history via 
state-of-the-art technology. This 
time, she visits Dorset, where she 
tells the story of the world’s first 
aircraft carriers. The team also 
reveals the crucial role the Dorset 
coastline played in D-Day, and 
searches for a unique Iron Age 
monument that can only be seen - 
sometimes - for a few hours each 
year. 

9.00 Film: The Take. (2016) Premiere. 
An American pickpocket in Paris 
accidentally steals some top secret 
information, and finds himself on 
the run from the CIA. The agent in 
charge of the investigation recruits 
the thief’s help when he discovers 
a sinister conspiracy that threatens 
both of them. Action thriller, 
starring Idris Elba. 

10.50 Film: Dredd. (2012) A law 

enforcer in a post-apocalyptic city 
must fight his way out of a tower 
block dominated by a ruthless 
crime lord. Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Karl Urban and Lena Headey. 

12.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.25 Coast vs Country. 

(R) 5.20 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 3.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Rich House, Poor 
House. (R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 

The documentary series 
continues, highlighting how 
newborn pups’ simple desire for 
sustenance from their mother 
evolves into a more complex set of 
emotions, covering everything 
from relationships with litter- 
mates to their bond with humans. 
Dexter the dalmatian cultivates a 
strong early attachment to his 
owner via massage sessions, 
while Loki the weimaraner 
discovers that - even though he 
may have been removed from his 
litter - a playful child can make for 
the perfect companion. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

The singer sails the Danube on one 
of the most luxurious ships of its 
type, as she makes her first foray 
into the realms of the river cruise. 
(R) 

8.00 Britannia: Secrets of the Royal 
Yacht. Part one of two. Rob Bell 
examines iconic ships that have 
played significant roles in Britain’s 
maritime and cultural history, 
beginning with the Royal Yacht 
Britannia. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Fulham v 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Sheffield Wednesday v Aston Villa. 
10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Wigan Athletic v Rochdale and 
Charlton Athletic v Shrewsbury 
Town. 

10.30 Britain’s Favourite Biscuit. 

Celebrities including Sally Lindsay 
and Joe Swash discuss beloved 
biscuits, before the nation’s 
favourite is revealed via a survey’s 
results. (R) 

11.55 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Dark: Nature’s Nighttime World 
8.00 Winter Olympics Extra 9.00 Modus 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.40 Annie 
Nightingale: Bird on the Wireless 12.40 
Dueens of Soul 1.40 Folk America on 
Later with Jools Holland 2.40 From Ice to 
Fire: The Incredible Science of 
Temperature 3.40 Close 

ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 1.05 Mr Bean 2.05 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.10 Film: 
Babe (1995) 4.20 FYI Daily 4.25 Film: 
Babe (1995) 5.00 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 6.00 FYI Daily 6.05 Film: Nanny 
McPhee (2005) 7.05 Film: The Hobbit: 
The Battle of the Five Armies (2014) 8.10 
FYI Daily 8.15 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Battle of the Five Armies (2014) 9.50 
Survival of the Fittest 10.50 Family Guy 
11.50 American Dad! 12.45 The 
Cleveland Show 1.40 Ibiza Weekender 
2.35 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

1.25 Film: Columbo: The Most 
Dangerous Match (1973) 3.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 5.00 The Durrells 7.05 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.05 
The Good Karma Hospital 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.25 Fishing Impossible 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Kempton. Coverage of 
today’s race meetings at Kempton Park, 
Lingfield Park and Newcastle. 4.00 Film: 
The Train Robbers (1973) 5.00 FYI Daily 
5.05 Film: The Train Robbers (1973) 

5.55 Storage Wars 6.25 World Cup 
Rivalries: England v Argentina 6.45 Live 
Snooker: World Grand Prix. The second 
semi-final. 11.15 Film: High Plains 
Drifter (1973) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: High Plains Drifter (1973) 1.30 The 
Professionals 2.25 Counting Cars 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 


12.35 The Big Bang Theory 7.15 Film: 
Men in Black II (2002) 9.00 Film: The 
Heat (2013) 11.20 Gogglebox 12.25 
Naked Attraction 1.30 Celebs Go Dating 
4.20 How I Met Your Mother 5.05 
Rude(ish)Tube 
Film4 


11.00 Napoleon Dynamite (2004) 1.00 
Ice Age: The Meltdown (2006) 2.45 
Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 4.25 The 
Family Stone (2005) 6.35 The Three 
Musketeers (2011) 9.00 Aliens: Special 
Edition (1986) 12.00 American Mary 
(2012) 2.05 The Bling Ring (2013) 3.55 
Close 
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Strike - Career of Evil 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Part one of a two-part 
adaptation of JK Rowling's 
detective novel, with Tom Burke 
returning for a third time as 
private eye Cormoran Strike. 
Robin receives a severed leg in 
the post, and Strike is soon on 
the trail of potential suspects - 
all of whom have personal 
vendettas against him. 
Matthew's jealousy threatens 
his relationship with Robin, 
especially when she and Strike 
go away overnight. Tom Burke, 
Holliday Grainger, Andrew 
Brooke, Ben Compton, Jessica 
Gunning, Matt King, Kerr Logan 
and Killian Scott star. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Wanted 
Down Under. 2.00 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 2.45 Get Away for Winter. 3.30 
Songs of Praise. 4.05 Earth’s Natural 
Wonders. (R) 5.05 Earth’s Natural 
Wonders. (R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Helen 
Skelton present the show from 
Derbyshire, where they report on 
blood donation drop-ins for 
alpacas and a form of above 
ground potholing involving 
squeezing in and out of rocky tors. 
Tom Heap investigates illegal 
abattoirs and Adam Henson meets 
a North Wales farmer who uses a 
special kind of working dog to 
manage his livestock. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. Edith turns 70, 
and Phil and Roger try to outshine 
each other with their gifts, while 
Roger also plots to ruin his 
mother’s new romance. Guest 
starring Joanna Scanlan and Anne 
Reid. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara helps a 
pregnant mother-of-two whose 
husband has recently died, and is 
on hand to give her support when 
a further tragedy drives her and 
her children from their home. 
Lucille teaches a health and 
relationships class at the youth 
club, only to encounter a furious 
mother who objects to her 
daughter attending. 

9.00 Strike - Career of Evil. Part one of 
a two-part adaptation of JK 
Rowling’s detective novel. Strike 
investigates potential suspects 
when Robin receives a severed leg 
in the post. Starring Tom Burke. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman presents action from the 
only Premier League clash of the 
day, as Manchester United hosted 
Chelsea at Old Trafford. 

II. 15Film: Point Break. (1991) An 

undercover FBI agent infiltrates a 
Californian surfing gang to 
investigate a spate of armed 
robberies. Kathryn Bigelow’s 
thriller, starring Keanu Reeves. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead .1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day 16 from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 11.00 Live Winter 
Olympics 2018 Closing Ceremony. Clare 
Balding presents coverage from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 2.00 Live 
Athletics: Glasgow Indoor Grand Prix. 
Coverage of the meeting from Emirates 
Arena. 5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Back in Time for Tea. A family 
embarks on a time-travelling 
adventure to discover how a post¬ 
war revolution in food transformed 
the British way of life, sampling 
meals from 1918 to the present 
day. (R) 

7.00 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the 16th and final 
day’s action in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, which included the 
deciding heats of the four-man 
bobsleigh, the gold-medal match 
in the women’s curling 
competition, plus the men’s gold 
medal ice hockey encounter, and 
also the ladies 30km mass start 
biathlon event. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. Matt 
LeBlanc, Chris Harris and Rory 
Reid take a motorsports road trip 
across the Wild West. Back on the 
track, Rob Brydon is the Star in a 
Reasonably Fast Car. 

9.00 Life And Death Row: The Mass 
Execution. An attorney tries to halt 
an execution on the basis that the 
condemned man did not get a fair 
trial 24 years previously, but the 
original prosecutor is still 
determined to see the sentence is 
carried out. The family of a 
prisoner claim that DNA testing 
will prove his innocence, and the 
daughter of the woman he is 
accused of killing hopes his death 
will allow her to move on. 
10.15The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.45Top Gear: Extra Gear. New series. 
Rory Reid is joined by guests 
Sabine Schmitz and John 
Hennessey for a celebration of V8 
engines, and takes a ride in a Mk 1 
GT40 with Le Mans champion 
Jackie Walker. 

H. IOCIeverman. 

12.00 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 
12.30 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

I. 30 Holby City. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love Your 
Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
11.00 The Martin Lewis Money Show. 

(R) 11.30 The Voice UK. (R) 12.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.00 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 2.30 What 
Would Your Kid Do? (R) 3.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 4.30 ITV News; Weather. 4.50 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present 
fairytale week, as the remaining 
contestants perform fantastical 
routines to impress judges 
Christopher Dean, Jayne Torvill, 
Jason Gardiner and Ashley Banjo 
before the dreaded Skate-Off 
determines which couple will be 
leaving the show. Featuring a 
guest appearance from the cast of 
Disney on Ice. 

8.00 Endeavour. The detective drama 
prequel takes inspiration from an 
episode from Oxford’s real-life 
history, in which Nation of Islam 
preacher and civil rights 
campaigner Malcolm X was invited 
to speak at the Oxford Union in 
December 1964, less than two 
months before his assassination in 
New York. Here, Morse struggles 
to negotiate escalating social 
tensions as a protest at a hair 
salon exposes rapidly escalating 
racial unrest in the heart of the city. 
Meanwhile, a murder at an Army 
base threatens to unveil long-held 
secrets within the regiment. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15 Six Nations Highlights. Action 
from the third round of the 
championship, featuring France v 
Italy at the Orange Velodrome, 
Ireland v Wales at the Aviva 
Stadium and Scotland v England at 
Twickenham. 

12.10100 Year Old Driving School. (R) 

12.35 Marcella. (R) 1.25 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 
Jamie’s Quick & Easy Food. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.55 Film: Tooth Fairy. (2010) Family 
comedy, starring Dwayne Johnson. 5.00 
Film: Ice Age: Continental Drift. (2012) 
Animated comedy sequel, with the voice 
of Ray Romano. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. James Constantinou 
is armed and dangerous in an army 
tank that a military vehicle 
enthusiast hopes to sell for 
£30,000 to fund the family trip of a 
lifetime, and brushes up on his 
history when he’s presented with a 
Sultan’s sword. Designer handbag 
expert Claudia Valentin meets a 
man-about-town who wants to 
upgrade his Hermes Birkin bag. (R) 
8.00 Hannibal’s Elephant Army: The 
New Evidence. Scientists search 
for traces of the Carthaginian 
general’s journey across the Alps 
with an army that included 40,000 
men, 9000 cavalry and 37 
elephants, a challenge that 
involved traversing mountains, 
raging rivers and the territory of 
hostile tribes. New evidence found 
in the rocky soil of the mountain 
range offers clues to the specific 
details of the trek. Palaeobiologist 
Dr Tori Herridge reveals why 
elephants are surprisingly good at 
mountain climbing, while historian 
Dr Eve MacDonald examines the 
motivations that drove Hannibal to 
make his seemingly impossible 
journey. 

9.00 Homeland. The espionage drama 
continues with Carrie’s attempts to 
free the 200 members of the 
intelligence community 
imprisoned by the president after 
the attempt on her life. As 
Wellington protects Keane, 

O’Keefe continues to broadcast 
and Carrie makes a discovery. 
Claire Danes, Linus Roacheand 
Elizabeth Marvel star. 
lO.IOGogglebox. (R) 

11.05 Film: Shutter Island. (2010) 

Mystery thriller, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo. 

1.35 The World’s Most Expensive Food. 
(R) 2.30 The Supervet. (R) 3.25 Four 
Rooms with Sarah Beeny. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.35 Mofy. (R) 6.40 Simon. 
(R) 6.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.50 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.05 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.15 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.25 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. 7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 

8.10 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.25 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.10 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.05 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.35 Film: The Bridge at Remagen. 
(1969) 1.50 Film: A Bridge Too Far. 
(1977) Fact-based Second World War 
drama, with Dirk Bogarde. 5.05 Film: 
Where Eagles Dare. (1968) Second 
World War adventure, with Richard 
Burton and Clint Eastwood. 

8.00 Carabao Cup Final: Highlights. 
Arsenal v Manchester City. Colin 
Murray presents extended action 
from the showpiece match, as 
Arsene Wenger’s Gunners met Pep 
Guardiola’s men at Wembley 
Stadium. Arsenal had only ever 
won this competition twice, with 
their most recent victory coming 
25 years ago. City had lifted the 
cup four times, most recently in 
2016 following a penalty-shootout 
victory over Liverpool. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Trainwreck. (2015) 

Premiere. A journalist lives her life 
by her father’s maxim that 
monogamy never works, and has 
spent her adult life enjoying 
freedom from commitment. When 
she is sent to interview a doctor, 
an attraction develops between 
them, and she begins to wonder if 
there might be something to be 
said for a stable relationship. 
Comedy, starring Amy Schumer, 
Bill Hader, Brie Larson and Tilda 
Swinton. 

10.00 5 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Trainwreck. (2015) 
Concluded. 

11.35 Film: Sex Tape. (2014) A couple 
try to spice up their marriage by 
filming themselves having sex, but 
then have to stop anyone from 
seeing the footage. Comedy, with 
Cameron Diaz and Jason Segel. 
1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 4.00 My Mum’s Hotter 
Than Me! (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 

5.10 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk 
Road Ensemble 9.30 Film: Clouds of Sils 
Maria (2014) 11.30 From Ice to Fire: The 
Incredible Science of Temperature 12.30 
The Genius of Bert Jansch: Folk, Blues & 
Beyond 2.00 The Enigma of Nic Jones: 
Return of Britain’s Lost Folk Hero 3.00 
The Art of France 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.30 Mr Bean 1.35 The Voice UK 3.00 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003)4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 4.55 Film: 
Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang (201 0) 
5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang (2010) 7.00 Film: 
Legally Blonde (2001) 8.00 FYI Daily 
8.05 Film: Legally Blonde (2001) 9.00 
Ibiza Weekender 10.00 Survival of the 
Fittest 11.00 Family Guy 12.25 American 
Dad! 1.25 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.35 Lewis 1.35 A Touch of Frost 3.50 
The Durrells 6.00 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 
9.00 Tonight at the London Palladium 
10.00 Film: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin 
(2001) 12.35 Life of Crime 1.30 Blue 
Murder 2.45 George and Mildred 4.05 
Road to Avonlea 5.50 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.35 Minder 12.45 Live Snooker: World 
Grand Prix. The opening session of the 
final. 5.15 Storage Wars 5.45 The Chase 
Celebrity Special 6.45 Live Snooker: 
World Grand Prix. The second session of 
the final. 11.15 Film: A Dangerous Man 
(2010) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: A 
Dangerous Man (2010) 1.20 Minder 2.20 
Counting Cars 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.05 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 11.20 The 
Goldbergs 12.20 Film: Stuart Little 
(1999) 2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 6.00 Young Sheldon 6.30 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Men in 
Black 3 (2012) 9.00 Celebs Go Dating 
10.00 Naked Attraction 11.10 The Big 
Bang Theory 12.05 Gogglebox 1.10 
Celebs Go Dating 2.15 Tattoo Fixers 3.05 
Rude Tube 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 Cutthroat Island (1995) 3.35 Pride 
& Prejudice (2005) 6.10 Snow White & 
the Huntsman Interview Special 6.20 
Snow White & the Huntsman (2012) 9.00 
Alien 3 (1992) 11.15 Salt (2010)1.15 
Monsoon Wedding (2001) 3.35 Close 


RESTAURANT 



The Phoenix Bar & Grill in Martley Road, Oldbury, has recently undergone a major refurbishment 


'Good food and good service' 


Commercial feature 

The Phoenix Bar & Grill in Martley 
Road, Oldbury, has plenty to offer 
the local community. 

Not only is The Phoenix a sports bar 
showcasing all live sporting events, it 
is also a restaurant serving fine Indian 
barbecue food. 

The business has recently undergone 
a major refurbishment and is inviting 
customers old and new to give it a try. 

Owner Amritpal Singh claims the 
refurbishment has made The Phoenix 
a nicer environment for customers and 
families are more than welcome. 

Staff pride themselves on providing 
a good environment and serving up 
good food. The function room can 



Indian barbecue food is on the menu 


cater for 45 people and the restaurant 
seats 100. 

Customers have been praising the 
standard of the food and service, with 
one saying “the food was excellent and 


you could taste the different flavours of 
the food. The staff were very attentive 
and catered for your every wish”. 
Another commented “friendly service 
and atmosphere, kid-friendly and the 
food is absolutely beautiful”. 

The Phoenix also has weekly karaoke 
and discos in the bar area, catering for 
all ages and music tastes. The bar has 
Sky Sports, BoxNation and BT Sports 
available and screens all the major 
boxing and football fixtures. There is 
also a pool table and darts board. 

Mr Singh added the business is 
based on three things - good service, 
good food and good drink - and urged 
customers to visit The Phoenix to see 
what it has to offer. 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Elysium, Channel 5,11pm 

In the future, most of the human race exists in poverty 
on a ruined Earth, while a wealthy elite live in luxury 
on an orbiting space station. A man dying of radiation 
poisoning fights security forces to gain access to the 
satellite and its medical facilities. Sci-fi thriller from the 
director of District 9, starring Matt Damon. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Killer Collector, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Two women at an auction unwittingly purchase a 
storage locker belonging to a serial killer that contains 
evidence of his crimes. They soon find themselves in 
a desperate race to uncover the truth before the 
murderer tracks them down. Thriller, directed by and 
starring Casper Van Dien. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 
Good, BBC1,11.45pm 

A literary professor in 1930s Germany finds his work 
praised by the fast-rising Nazi party, and begins to 
enjoy the privileges conferred by their acclaim. As his 
prosperity grows, he becomes increasingly morally 
compromised, and as the true nature of Nazi ideology 
becomes clear, he tries to protect his Jewish 
psychiatrist from the state. Drama, with Viggo 
Mortensen, Jason Isaacs and Jodie Whittaker. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

My Family’s Secret, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A man attempts suicide, leaving a cryptic note 
claiming he may have caused his sister’s death. His 
wife goes back to his home town in search of answers 
and asks his brother for help. She does not realise her 
brother-in-law has a split personality, and digging up 
the past brings out his more dangerous aspects. 
Thriller, starring NicholleTom. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

Blades of Glory, BBC1,11.05pm 

A bad-boy figure skater and his effeminate arch¬ 
enemy are banned from the sport after their intense 
rivalry results in a brawl. However, the pair find a 
loophole in the regulations allowing them to enter the 
world championships as the first ever same-sex pair. 
Comedy, starring Will Ferrell. (2007) 


Mary serves up more tasty 
treats in her new series 


Y ou just can’t keep a good 
woman down. 

Mary Berry may be 82, an 
age when most people are 
concentrating on relaxing rather 
than reaching the peak of their 
career, but she’s bigger and more 
popular than ever. And it’s all down 
to one little programme - The Great 
British Bake Off. 

She was already well known 
before it came along, but the show 
turned her into a household name. 
Of course, she’s no longer 
associated with it, having decided 
not to stay with the series, as her 
fellow judge Paul Hollywood did, 
when it moved to Channel 4. 

Her place was taken by Prue 
Leith, who has proved a worthy 
successor. She also has a cheeky 
side that allows Hollywood to be 
less serious than in previous runs - 
does that mean Berry prefers 
people to mind their Ps and Qs 
when she’s around? 

Perhaps so, but seeing as she’s 
going solo these days, it no longer 
matters. No doubt she will continue 


to bring her homespun magic to us 
for some time to come; certainly the 
BBC hope she will. 

“Mary is an extraordinary woman, 
loved and adored by the British 
public, and the BBC is her natural 
home,” says the broadcaster’s 
director of content, Charlotte Moore. 

“I’ve been very lucky to have had 
the pleasure of working with Mary 
for many years and I’m so pleased 
that relationship will continue. She is 
an inspiration to generations, a real 
icon and I can’t wait to cook up 
more unmissable shows with her in 
the future.” 

Berry is still keen on bringing her 
wisdom to as many people as 
possible - and it seems that, if she is 
attracted to a project, she will grab it 
with both hands. It’s an approach 
she credits to a three-month spell 
she had in hospital after contracting 
polio as a child; she claims that 
being away from her family inspired 
her to make the most of every 
opportunity. 

Berry turns turn 83 in March, an 
age when many people are slowing 


down and enjoying their retirement. 
Instead, she’s heading back into the 
kitchen to reveal the best way to 
prepare some of her favourite 
meals. 

“These are my wonderful brand- 
new recipes - timeless classics, 
simple British dishes and delicious, 
modern favourites to tempt family 
and friends,” she explains. “With my 
trusted tips and techniques for 
quick, easy and foolproof cooking, 
in Classic I’ll show you howto make 
the very best food in my own 
special, no-fuss way.” 

And unlike some TV chefs, she 
doesn’t like to bombard viewers 
with ingredients they may never 
have heard of: “It’s very important 
that the recipes work and contain 
ingredients that everybody can buy 
from supermarkets.” 

Amen to that! 

On the menu during the run will be 
rack of lamb with orange and thyme 
sauce, a perfect loin of pork with 
apple sauce, lemon meringue pie 
and many, many more mouth¬ 
watering meals and treats. 



Classic Mary Berry, Monday, BBC1,8.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Electric Dreams: The Father Thing 
Channel 4,10pm 

Eleven-year-old Charlie Cotrell must make the most 
difficult decisions imaginable to protect his mother 
and the human race when he is among the first to 
realise that the homes of everyone on Earth are 
being infiltrated by an insidious extra-terrestrial 
threat. The return after a break of the sci-fi 
anthology featuring stories based on the works of 
Philip K Dick, with this instalment based on 1954 
short story The Father-Thing and starring Greg 
Kinnear, Mireille Enos and Shannon Brown. 

TUESDAY 

Secrets of the National Trust with Alan 

Titchmarsh 

Channel 5, 8pm 

With its awesome frontage (’more glass than wall’) 
and six turrets, Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire was a 
wonder of its time. The magnificent 16th-century 
mansion is Alan’s first destination in series two of 
the programme looking at some of Britain’s 
historical homes and gardens. He hears how 
Hardwick was the fabulous home of Elizabeth 
Talbot, Countess of Shrewsbury, commonly referred 
to as Bess of Hardwick, who rose to become the 
second most powerful woman in Tudor England, 



after Queen Elizabeth I. Meanwhile, Miriam O’Reilly 
visits nearby Stainsby Mill, which produced flour 
and bread for the residents, guests and staff of the 
estate and, also in the Peak District, Jenni Bond 
travels to Ecton Mines, a rich source of copper 
bought by Bess’s descendants. Finally, Peter 
Purves visits Oxburgh Hall, a moated manor house 
in Norfolk which boasts needlework created by 
Bess and Mary, Queen of Scots. 

WEDNESDAY 

The World’s Most Extraordinary Homes 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Award-winning architect 
Piers Taylor and actress and property 
enthusiast Caroline Quentin return to 
explore more extraordinary homes 
around the world. In the opening 
episode, the pair travel to Portugal, 
where they come across four very 
different properties. First, they 
visit a ultramodern house 
located in the Portuguese 
Riviera, before travelling to 
Penela, to view a property owned 
by British ex-pats Neil and Shirley. The 
pair then visit a house built within a pine 
forest near the Atlantic coast, 


before ending their journey around Portugal at a 
property hidden in the mountainous region of 
Peneda-Geres National Park. 

THURSDAY 

Serial Killer with Piers Morgan 
ITV, 9pm 

Piers Morgan has interviewed several 
convicted killers for his US-based 
documentaries, including Mark Riebe 
last year. His latest unsettling encounter 
is with Lorenzo Gilyard, who is also 
known as the Kansas City Strangler. For 
nearly two decades, beginning 
in 1977, he brought fear to the 
streets of Kansas City, 
Missouri, raping and 
murdering vulnerable 
women before discarding 
their bodies. It wasn’t until 
2003 that DNA evidence 
linked the victims to 
Gilyard, a seemingly 
happily married man 
who was respected at his 
job as a sanitation worker. 

He was tried for seven murders 
and found guilty 


of six of them, and is now serving consecutive life 
sentences with no chance of parole. He continues to 
protest his innocence and at first seems to have an 
answer for all of Morgan’s question, but eventually he 
starts to run out of excuses. 

FRIDAY 
Live Athletics 
BBC2, 5.50pm 

The World Indoor Championships. Coverage of the 
evening session on the second day of the 
competition, which takes place at Arena 
Birmingham. The women’s 60m will come to a 
conclusion tonight with the running of both the 
semi-finals and final, and there will also be finals 
staged in the men’s long jump and women’s shot 
put, while the women’s pentathlon will conclude 
with the long jump and 800m. Other notable events 
on the timetable are the opening round of the men’s 
800m and women’s 1500m, in addition to the semi¬ 
finals of the women’s and men’s 400m. 

The Yorkshire Steam Railway: All Aboard 
Channel 5, 8pm 

New series. Life on the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway, following an eventful week during which 
plans are made to welcome star steam engine 
Royal Scot to the heritage railway. 
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Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
All makes and models 

WE ARE NOW 
BREAKING CLIO 197 


Why Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer 
the Same Service For Alot Less 


Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

fate, hinges ami locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


GUESTS 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


BLACK COUNTRY IMPACT PROGRAMME 

A fantastic opportunity to 
achieve a FREE Intensive level 1 
Certificate in Travel and Tourism 

• Programme delivered over 5 days at high quality venues across 
the Black Country 

• FREE ongoing coaching and support 

• Training delivered by highly skilled Industry professionals 

• FREE lunch and refreshments on the training days PLUS re¬ 
imbursement of travel costs up to £5 per day 

• FREE £10 Amazon voucher on completion of the programme 

To be eligible for this programme you must; 

• Be between 16-29 years old 

• Not in any education, employment or training 

• Have the right to live and work in the UK 

• Be a resident of the Black Country (living in either Walsall, 
Wolverhampton, Sandwell or Dudley) 

To discuss this fantastic opportunity in more detail 
and book your slot on the next programme 
contact Well Training today 
Tel 0121 667 9496 Mobile 07863 326027 
Email: enquiries@welltraining.co.uk 
www.welltraining.co.uk 

%ipact i 

This project is receiving up to £34 million of funding made up of £17 million European Social 
Fund and £17 millions Youth Employment Initiative, plus match funding of up to £8 m from 
the Big Lottery Fund and funding from partners. 


|Euro<>«*n Union 
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★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
** REPAIR CENTRE \ 

(M0M3S8 HM1 MBS 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ IX 

0121 5721253 


HENLEY 
".FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Independently Family Owned and Run Business 
Proudly Serving Families And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Funerals From £1395 Including Disbursements 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Fail to get a 
spinster (4) 

3. The cards I 
can beat are a 
disadvantage (8) 

9. Tells of bishops 
losing prominent 
leader (7) 

10. The colour of 
whitebeam berries 
(5) 

11. Although 
inexperienced 
with digits, they’re 
useful in the 
nursery (5,7) 

13. Letter offering 
plenty of lip (6) 

15. Figurine of astute 
construction (6) 

17. Girl all at sea for 
the first time? (6,6) 

20. Put ring on arm 
or leg to show 
condition of neglect 
(5) 

21. Uneasy with the 
others I have (7) 

22. Offered to look 
after Eastern 
Communist (8) 

23. Forsook political 
wing (4) 


Down 

1. Spoil one gilt flower 

( 8 ) 

2. Loves to find the 
answer (5) 

4. Attack because to 
put to sea (6) 

5. Dose given to 
animal to make it 
a puller of heavy 
loads (7,5) 

6. A bar, etc. for 
entertainment (7) 

7. Left harbour (4) 

8. Shrub trained in 
tree form went up in 
quality (8,4) 

12. Tear about always 
showing great 
respect (8) 

14. Atom ban affected 
water transport 
operator (7) 

16. Half-open plant 
supplies part of 
meal (6) 

18. A team apart (5) 

19. Uninteresting place 
to live (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Jealousy (4) 

1. Effectiveness (8) 

3. Rubbing (8) 

2. Poison (5) 

9. Like fungus (7) 

4. Lessen (6) 

10. Disturb (5) 

5. Opposite numbers (12) 

11. Tangle (12) 

6. Briefly (2,5) 

13. Ascends (6) 

7. Observation (4) 

15. Squirm (6) 

8. Worked together (12) 

17. Esteem (12) 

12. Enthusiasm (8) 

20. Concerning (5) 

14. Ameliorate (7) 

21. Unravel (7) 

16. Existing (6) 

22. Constantly (8) 

18. Very coldly (5) 

23. Colours (4) 

19. Overtake (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Niblick; 7 Spent; 9 Actor; 

10 Resided; 12 Stand to gain; 14 Legal action; 
18 Besiege; 19 Adore; 21 Paint; 22 Setting. 
Down: 1 Cinch; 2 Almost; 3 Act; 4 Spring; 5 
Inherit; 8 Testate; 11 Enlarge; 13 Several; 15 
Aligns; 16 Oddity; 17 Crone; 20 Set. QUICK - 
Across: 6 Forlorn; 7 Vixen; 9 Prime; 10 Counsel; 
12 Expostulate; 14 Extravagant; 18 Flowing; 19 
Spate; 21 Fiery; 22 Deficit. Down: 1 Lorry; 2 
Climax; 3 Orb; 4 Signal; 5 Memento; 8 Cottage; 

11 Convene; 13 Explain; 15 Reward; 16 Napkin; 
17 Attic; 20 Few. 


Quiz 


Niner 


Who was born Maria Eva Duarte? 

Of which bird is the European redwing a 
variety? 

Tornado Alley lies between which two US 
mountain ranges? 

How many cards are there in a tarot deck? 
In which US state are the towns Norman 
and Enid? 


Which London attraction has its own police 
force? 

In which mythology was Marduk the 
creator of Earth and humans? 

Which sea bird is also called the solan 
goose? 

What is the study of crops and soils called? 
In which country was Alcoholics 
Anonymous set up in 1934? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Lobster; 2 Franz Liszt; 3 Kookaburra; 

4 Alva; 5 Peter Sellers; 6 Pontefract; 

7 Seaweed; 8 A lizard; 9 Table tennis; 10 Walter 
Mitty. 

Niner: DRUMSTICK 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

3213476 gives a fabric, 

578571 gives a cloth, 

986219 gives a fur. 
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Star^Travel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


The King and I 


The critically acclaimed production of Rodgers & Hammerstein's The King and I will be coming to 
the London Palladium this summer for a limited time only! 

Set in the year 1862, East meets West in this musical as British schoolteacher Anna Leonowens 
travels to Siam to instruct the royal children. Two worlds collide, and in spite of her wit and 
strong will, there are many lessons awaiting Anna in this foreign land, and she is unprepared for 
the strong connection that will occur between her and the King. 


London Theatre Break 

2 Days by Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow 
area 

✓ The King and I theatre ticket - Grand Circle 
(matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 



2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 139 


“I doubt I’ll see a better 
production in my lifetime ” 

Terry Teachout, The Wall Street Journal 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 




The Tina Turner Musical 

Nobody ever did storming, stropping, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, officially one of the 
best-selling female artists in history, whose rasping power vocal, tempestuous personal life and 
sheer survival instinct were just begging to be turned into a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and 
directed by the internationally acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage 
at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel accommodation and free time in London, 
this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days by Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow 


✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - 
Grand Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 149 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 



For more information 
or to book, please call: 


ATI Quote 033 numbers are free within Or Visit US 

UwwUU IwU Uwl OMRT otherwise standard rates apply. On I i ne at 


omegabreaks.com/RT ® 
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Early days but worth a second look 


IT’S always exciting to try out a new 
restaurant for the first time and even better 
when it’s a cosy dinner for two. 

On a visit to M&S in Stafford I spotted Zizzi was 
opening opposite the store in the new Riverside 
complex. 

I was eager to visit as many moons ago they had an 
amazing dish on the menu, Pasta Genovese with green 
beans and pesto (if I remember correctly). 

The opening date was shrouded in mystery and I 
watched patiently as the dining space gradually took 
shape behind the huge glass windows. 

It opened a couple of weeks before Christmas (good 
marketing) on a day where thick snow blanketed the 
land. We’d booked a table for that very evening. It was 
quite busy considering the conditions. 

OVERLOOKING 

We were welcomed warmly and shown to a table 
upstairs which was more of a mezzanine level 
overlooking the dining area downstairs. It was toasty 
warm and there was a convivial buzz in the air. The 
furnishings were tasteful and retroesque in their styling. 
It was an intimate table meaning we could gaze into 
each other’s eyes without putting off the other diners. 
The taste of Italy also holds a special place in our hearts 
as it was the scene of a rather romantic proposal. 

The menu was vast with plenty of nibbles, starters 
and mains to choose from including pasta, pizza, 
risotto, along with baked dishes too. I scoured the 
dishes but alas, Pasta Genovese was a thing of the past. 
I was keen to try something new and to have a more 
interesting starter than just garlic bread. It’s a staple in 
our household with most meals. 

I decided on the arancini - risotto balls with 
mozzarella, peas and a breadcrumb coating served 


Room with a view - inside 
is bright, light and ail 



Shroom for more - the 
porcini giganti tortelloni 



with a red pepper tapenade dip - and bullied him into 
ordering the ‘little soul’ bread, doughy puffs baked 
with garlic and smoked sea salt they come with two 
hummus-style dips. 

A bottle of red wine was also on the agenda. We went 
for the Nero D’avola, Sicilia, a bargain for restaurant 
wine at £14.95 and it tasted pretty smooth. The waitress 
was bubbly, polite and helpful and while it was clear that 
the staff were still finding their feet, everything seemed 
to be running like clockwork. 

The starters arrived in just the right amount of time 
and we decided to share them so we could sample 
both. The little soul bread was lovely, light and fluffy with 
a gorgeous golden crispy crust. The arancini balls were 
a little bit disappointing for me at least. He liked them. 

One of the reasons I’d picked them was the mention 


of peas but I couldn’t really taste any so that was a bit of 
a blow. The tepenade was full-bodied, sweet and very 
tasty, perfect with the salty cheese flavour. 

The mains were on their way and once dishes were 
cleared and wine topped up and chatter resumed they 
arrived piping hot and decent sized portions too. 

He’d gone for an Italian classic lasagne and I’d 
decided on something different, the porcini giganti - 
giant tortelloni pockets filled with ricotta and porcini 
mushrooms in a creamy wild mushroom sauce with 
baby spinach, crispy sage and riserva cheese. 

He was delighted as the lasagne was creamy, 
tomatoey with an explosion of herbs and seasoned meat 
in every mouthful. But once again I had ordered badly 
on this evening. 

The pasta was a bit too heavy going. The filling a little 



dry as if it had been overcooked. It was very mushroomy 
which overpowered any flavour of spinach or ricotta 
which was a shame as they were my favourite elements. 

We’d also gone for a side of herby potatoes which 
were gorgeous a nice amount of oil and herbs and 
perfectly-cooked fluffy spud. 

We didn’t order dessert, no room, although there 
were some tempting choices, and requested the bill. 

Unfortunately we were left sat with our plates until 
the end which wasn’t great but as it was opening night 
these are things we could overlook. Perhaps the chef 
was still learning the dishes and the waitresses learning 
the ropes. But the ambience and service more than 
made up for this. We walked off our meal with trek home 
through the snow and I’m hoping for second time luckier 
for my meal! LISA WILLIAMS 

















PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Three-bedroomed 
semi-detached is 
an ideal first buy 

This splendid three-bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Tower Road, Oldbury, is a must see for 
both first time buyers and investors alike. 

In the popular area of Tividale which has award¬ 
winning schooling on the doorstep, it is for sale 
through loveyourpostcode.com at £139,950. 

This house is deceptively spacious. It has an 
entrance hallway and a light-filled lounge. With 
original wooden flooring and a bay window with a 
window seat, this is a lovely room. The lounge also 
has a working open fire. 

The kitchen/diner has ample units and space for a 
dining table with added storage in the useful under¬ 
stairs pantry. 

To the first floor are two double bedrooms and 
a single bedroom, plus a shower room. The front 
bedroom mirrors the bay below with plenty of natural 
light flooding in. The second double to the rear 
overlooks the garden. The third bedroom is currently 
set up as a study but can easily house a single bed. 
The modern family shower room completes the floor. 

There is driveway parking to the front with gated 
access to the rear of the home and garden. The 
quiet and secluded garden with a generous shed, is 
low maintenance. The selling agents are expecting 
the sale of this excellent property will attract a lot of 
interest from interested parties. 

Tower Road is a superb location moments from 
Bury Hill Park while a wider array of amenities can 
be found along Wolverhampton Road, including 
public transport links, M5 motorway network, Birchley 
Islands including both Oldbury and Dudley town 
centres within close distance. 

loveyourpostcode.com opened its first estate 
agency in 2007 and has gone on to create a modern 
award-winning approach to selling, renting and 
managing thousands of properties each year. 

“Our local experts are provided on-going 
training and encouraged to follow a professional 
qualification,” said a loveyourpostcode,com 
spokesman. Today they proudly cover Birmingham, 
Sandwell and Solihull. “Our modern approach to 
selling property saves our clients up to £2,850 in 
Sandwell. Sell your home from £780.” 


OLDBURY £139,950 



TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY 


AGENT: loveyourpostcode.com 

TEL: 0800 862 0870 

EMAIL: sales@loveyourpostcode.com 


KEY FEATURES 

Splendid semi-detached 
Ideal first time buy/investment 
3 bedrooms 
Deceptively spacious 
Lounge with working fire 



YOU DESERVE BETTER POSTCODE 

loveyourpostcode.com® | 0121 544 9595 | 0800 862 0870 
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Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CHARTIMO S U II V B Y O H % 




Tuesday 27th March 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



MU V. UUI ICCI 3 

of Residential and £ 


Commercial Property, 

* 7 - f * . 

Land and Development 

t r _Y-' _ * v ' 

Opportunities * 





Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Four-bed town house is perfect for professionals 


This four-bedroomed town house 
in Barrett Street, Smethwick, lies 
in a great location. 

Ready to move into, it is available 
for working professionals to rent 
through loveyourpostcode.com at 
£1,100 per calendar month, with an 
initial 12-month term. 

This property is neutrally 
decorated throughout and has 
ample space over three floors. 

It has an entrance hall, a spacious 
lounge area with new wooden 


SMETHWICK 
£1,100 PCM 


flooring, a well maintained garden 
area, modern kitchen, downstairs 
WC. To the first floor are two 
spacious family bedrooms. One 
of these bedrooms has a Juliette 
balcony. All rooms are carpeted with 
neutral coloured walls. 

To the second floor are two lovely 
sized bedrooms with one en-suite. 


They are all carpeted and have 
neutral decoration throughout. 

Lastly, a family bathroom finishes 
the upper floor with a neat clean 
finish. 

In addition to all of the above, the 
house benefits from gas central 
heating and double glazed windows. 

It is situated walking distance from 
late night pharmacies, restaurants to 
wine and dine and also Pure Gym. 

Contact loveyourpostcode.com on 
0800 862 0870. 


LIMITED OFFER - DON’T MISS OUT 


2 BEDROOM HOMES* 


Reserve a 2 bedroom Morton home at The Laurels and 
get an amazing furnture pack* Featuring everything 
you need to move straight in including bed, sofa, cups, 
cutlery and so much more. 

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £134,995 
Help to Buy also available** 

WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 

THE LAURELS 

off Ocker Hill Road, Tipton DY4 OUW 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN 

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
rtjljU TELEPHONE: 07548 710763 

EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk 



HURRY - Last two 3 bedroom homes 
with carpets at Cedar Walk, Tipton 


INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of the 2 bedroom Morton at The Laurels. Elevations and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots reserved before 28th February 2018, subject to terms and conditions. “Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 























Aeriels 


Carpets 


Driveways 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available . . 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM H °7 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX io.“: spm 
01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




Cleaning Services 


RYDAIE CLEANING 


Call Rydale Cleaning Services 
for your quote today 





SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIR LIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I~i—I 


Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
2 Free Drawers 
Was £699 NOW £399 



We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Ri 


UP TO E 

r ^ 



3 Seater Sofa 
only 

£399 


Divan Beds and 
Mattresses 
from only 

£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on n 
We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.uk 


0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Co our .Tone 

Interior & exterior pai nting . 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


r\L 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


ft J L Driveway 
Cleaning 


• Jet Washing 
Specialists 

• Block Paving 
Repairs 

• Re-sanding 

All aspects of 
driveway 
cleaning 
undertaken 


Please call for no obligation quotation 

0121 574 3092 
07597 800 137 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


HUNTER BUILD 

UPVC FASCIA 
& SOFFITS. 
GUTTERING & 
DOWNPIPES 
^ REPLACED. 
^ • FREE QUOTE. 

PHONE 0121 556 7203 
MOB 07752506695 


Garage Doors 




L M S 

GARAGE DOO|s| 

All types Q| doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free surveyed 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 118707 


(JqL 

3* 
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Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


* Trees carefully pruned 

* Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

* Trimming 

* Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 

* Patios/Slabbing 

* Block-paving specialists 
» Drives 

* Patios 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 



MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I -- 


mbelectric. co. uk 



Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICk 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 


* 0*0121 565 4533 
07948 941 738 



C0VER__ 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 
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‘Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 


‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 


01384 213644 or 07733 226568 





PART OF TIE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 

Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small: FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 0412361 



Hot sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Plastering 


CJLPIasteriig 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



Plumbing & Heating 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


til Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 





INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


RSL GGsgtaig & PttnnliflEg] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


550781 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 645 
0121 557 5958 



Plumbing 


STS Plumbing [_ Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


K ing, bathrooms, plumbing 

AND TILING 

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

(moTATin 




QUOTATIONS! 

For more info call now on 0121434 5679 / 07507 070786 

X— H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Qi, fi All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 i 

V www.household-plumbing.co.uk X 



Roofing 


Al I 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES' FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate 8, Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELITE'pTSvSJjCS 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



i. 


A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


ZEE 




0121 553 3020 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering C- * 

★ Painting & Decorating _ 3 

★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



Rubbish Removal 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 


Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 




Tel 0121520 7731 ~ 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



I N 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 
SOFA WORKSHOP 
Oldbury 

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime 
^email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com j 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 






























































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we'll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


r 


Leisure 

Time 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
1 *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 

★ Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 

West Bromwich 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, February 24, 2018. 

at 12 noon. 


Free 


IT S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 





NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 



Of purchase price 

^UERY4rClME-il 


iST 4 Yoar House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

> NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

> FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


IQIIQ 

101384 5 00 5001 

www.black-countryhomes.co.uWHrttartA^^^^^H^^^^H 


—■ 


CASH ADVANCE We can J 

NOW (in 24hrs) MW 

• Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition Muuac 111 





I All Your Costs Paid & No Selling Fees 
I ® We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 

| @f STOP Repossession/Eviction > ■ "\ ^ J J ' J 

I <2f Release Your Equity Today w 


I www.UKFASTSALE.co.uk 


CASH ADVANCE 


FREE Solicitors, FREE Survey, FREE Home Removals, FREE EPC 

1 act 

i 

isi/es/HOME BUYERS 1 

HI I Wt THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUS^I 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fee?? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
Fa?+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

£re+ your FREE, in<;+an+ cash oAPer today! 


Call 01216631797 

or text "Cash" to66777 ye?homebuyer?.^om | 



We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more- 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACTNOWI 

S MGpnfift us on: 

07796801219 / 07988882090 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

STUDIO FLAT All amenities, low 
deposit, vacant now. Near 
Sandwell Hospital. 07828 504083. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




Gjaemaasm] 

J9accommodation.com 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

* 

ClassifiedAds 


Home & 
Services 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



A MUST CLEAR OUT FOR NEW STOCK 

AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS, 
FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE! 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 

01902 403770 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 
Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 
HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

.Call: 01922 495066 . 

✓ or 07971 783206 V 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 

mSSEB 

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Bathrooms 

v_ 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

\ 

Building Services 

V_ 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 

\ 

Building Supplies 

_ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

V_ 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 

v_ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

Driveways & Patios 

v_ 

P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 
(JANUARY ONLY) 

Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 

\ 

Fencing 

v_ 


©HISOaHB 


VUe supply & fit. Free quotes, 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


poRTwny 

FEIV1CIMQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 4 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ” 


Garage 

Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


Y“Y All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
’ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

* ^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07437 667752. 


Handyman Services 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07497 826697. 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 



Painters/ 

\ 

V 

Decorators 



C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 
detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 

Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222?. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Roofing 


A A ROOF 

w MM doctor 

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST 
ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Tile replacement!Chimney pointing 
Fascias & Guttering 
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ClassifiedAds 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal | 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 


A absolute affordable skip 


RUSSi 

SKIPS 


:LL 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 SS7 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Tree Services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


\ 

Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


4 

Pets & 


k Animals 


WEDNESBURY SANCTUARY 

needs homes for 2 rescued young 
cats Roxanne & Alfie, neutered & 
vaccinated 0121 502 5027. 



Commercial N 
v Premises _ 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



EXPERIENCED GENTS HAIR¬ 
DRESSER required West 
Bromwich area. 0121 553 2661. 



WOOD GREEN 
ACADEMY 


Wood Green Road, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands, WS109QU 


Full Time General 



WOOD GREEN 
ACADEMY 

Tel 0121 5564131 
www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 



0121 5564131 

Cleaner Vacancies: 


School Librarian and 
Educational Visits Coordinator 


Full time Cleaner (please note the post is NOT term time only) 
CLEANING EXPERIENCE DESIRABLE 

Monday: 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

Tuesday to Friday: 3:30pm to 6:00pm 

Hourly rate: Between £7.79 and £7.91 depending upon 

experience (Grade A band) 

Application packs for all the above are 

available on the school website. 

www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 

Completed application forms can be emailed to admin@ 

woodgreenacademy.co.uk with the subject line 

"Cleaner Vacancies" or, posted to the school marked, 

"Cleaner Vacancies" 

Deadline: Midday on Tuesday 27th February 2018 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 


Recruitment Feature 


Better Understanding of Dementia for Sandwell (BUDS) is an independent 
Charity who provide services for people diagnosed with Dementia, their 
Carers and families within the Borough of Sandwell. 

We have two job opportunities to help support our current Activity 
Sessions and future development of this work. 

BUDS provides transport, a hot meal and refreshments along with a 
variety of creative and stimulating activities. 

We operate the Activity Sessions at a variety of venues within the Borough 
of Sandwell. Both positions will be involved in supporting other activities 
will include trips and outings to places of interest. 

Job Opportunity - Activity Coordinator 
The main focus of this role is to ensure people living with Dementia have 
the opportunity to socialise, receive support and take part in a variety of 
stimulating activities. 

You must have compassion and demonstrate a commitment to the 
services delivered by BUDS and people living with Dementia. 

In addition to other duties you will be required to coordinate a programme 
of stimulating activities tailored to individual needs and preferences. 

You must have or be willing to work towards a minimum of QCF (NVQ) 
Health and Social Care Level 3 or other relevant qualification. 

You must have a minimum of one year’s work experience in the health and 
social care sector for older people. 

You will work at various venues within the Borough of Sandwell. Usual 
working hours are 12 per week with extra hours available to cover annual 
leave and sick leave. 

The hourly rate is £10.40 per hour. 

Job Opportunity - Activity Assistant 
The main focus of this role is to support the Activity Coordinator/s to 
ensure people living with Dementia have the opportunity to socialise, 
receive support and take part in a variety of stimulating activities. 

You must have compassion and demonstrate a commitment to the 
services delivered by BUDS and people living with Dementia. 

Must have or willing to work towards a minimum of QCF (NVQ) Health and 
Social Care Level 2 or other relevant qualification. 

Must have a minimum of one year’s work experience in the health and 
social care sector for older people. 

You will work at various venues within the Borough of Sandwell. Usual 
working hours are 9 per week with extra hours available to cover annual 
leave and sick leave. 

The hourly rate if £8.16 per hour. 

Both posts will be subject to a Basic DBS check. 

These posts are part funded by the Big Lottery Fund. 

Please note CV’s are not accepted. 

Applications are invited by requesting an application pack: Telephone our 
office on 0121 565 3721, email: info@buds.co.uk or write to BUDS, Great 
Bridge Library, Sheepwash Lane, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 7JF. For an 
informal discussion please contact Sharon Crowley, Services Manager: 
0121 565 3721 or email: sharon.crowley@buds.co.uk 
Registered Charity No 1133484 Company Limited by Guarantee in 
England & Wales No 06814962 

Closing date for both applications is Tuesday 27th February 2018 at 4pm. 

Interview dates to be arranged. 
www.buds.co.ukhttps://www.facebook.com/budsandwell/ 
https://twitter.com/B_U_D_S 



Courses 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May and 5-6 September Accredited ^ 
STOKE: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 8-9 March & 25-26 July 



Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

wwwgeopace .com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Contract and Salary: Term time only, Monday to Friday, full time 
(37hrs per week), (Mon: 8am - 4.30pm, Tues - Fri, 8am - 4pm) 

Band C (£16,481 - £18,560. This would be pro rata'd given term time only) 
Start: March 2018 (clearances pending) 

We are seeking to appoint a diligent, organised and competent person to 
manage the day to day running of the school library. They would also be 
responsible for ensuring paperwork for educational visits is fully compliant. 
The job description and person specification provide a detailed description 
of the role. These can be found on the website, at the address given. 

Please complete a supporting letter of no more than two sides of A4 stating 
your suitability for the post. 

Completed application forms and supporting letters should be sent as hard 
copies by post to: 

Application for School Librarian and Educational Visits Coordinator 

Mr James Topham, Headteacher, Wood Green Academy, Wood Green Rd, 
Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 9QU 

Or emailed to Admin@woodgreenacademy.co.uk and marked in the 
subject line,"Application for School Librarian and Educational 
Visits Coordinator 

Closing date: Midday, 5th March 2018 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


THE 

APPRENTICESHIP 

SHOW 


Apprenticeships are open to ALL ages 

[HP Come and find out how they could work for you 


Thursday 8 March 2018 

The International Centre, Telford 
12noon - 7.30pm Last entry 7pm 



www.telfordjobbox.co.uk/tasl8 

Showcasing 100’s of apprenticeships opportunities 
across Telford and Wrekin, Shropshire, The West 
Midlands and beyond. 



Shropshire Telford&Wrekin 

r Council k JCOUNCIL 



CLASS 1 DRIVER required with 
steel experience. Local or distance 
work. Call 0121 526 2562. 


BMW 530D 

54 reg, 


8 

Motoring 


140,000 miles, 
good condition, 

8 months MoT. 

£2,150 or very near offer. 
07836 568903. 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 

2007,5dr, 55k, silver, electric 
windows and mirrors, MoT 
Aug, Alloys, CD, Service 
history. 

£1,750. 

07930755566. 


ECONOMICAL 


HONDA CIVIC 

56 regn, 12 months MoT, FSH, 
Red, Petrol. 

Good Condition. 

£ 2,000 

01543 279795. 



PEUGEOT BIPPER HDI75 


Jan 2014, 47,500 Miles abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, FSH, MoT 1/9, central 
locking, diesel, Stereo, CD. HP 
free. Major Service June 17 

£3,900 ono 
07545290655 



TOYOTA RAV 4 XT3 


2005, 3 door, 107,000 miles, 
gold, abs, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
MoT, superb condition. 

£2,995. 

01902 744023. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 

SRI, Grey, January 2010, 
4dr,11 mths MoT, 11,900 mis 
only. New Shape.Fully loaded, 
Showroom condition. 

Sale due to bereavement. 
£4,495 ono 
07950182891 

isssssi 


BARGAIN 


NISSAN MICRA1.2 

53 reg., 

genuine 77,000 miles, 
MoT'd. 

£850 

07864 842076. 




VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900DI 2005, 
86k, White, August MoT, diesel, 
swb.Twin sliding doors, 
2keys,Price is plus VAT £1,975 ono 
07961733177 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL COMBO 1300cc 

2012 , 

12 months MoT, 
no advisories, 

118,000 miles, 
very good condition. 

£3,300 

01889 570265/ 

07975 672997. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


Mobile Mechanics 


^ « MOT’S • Diagnostics 
. . _ • Servicing • Air con 

MB MOTORS T A Cl 

MOBILE MECHANIC * Tyres Aut0 Electrics 

07809 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 



Local 

Information 


JOYCE CUMMINS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 7 Elwell Street Walsall West Midlands 
WS10 OQD, who died on 02/02/2011, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
20/04/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
BACHES SOLICITORS LLP 
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich B70 7PL T522920 


CAROLE ANN THORN (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 4 MONTGOMERY 
WALK, WEST BROMWICH B71 1RT, 
who died on 06/08/2017, are required to 
send written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 23/04/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Stephen Thorn, 

The London Gazette (5227), 

PO Box 3584, Norwich NR7 7WD. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a Listed Building Consent application. 

DC/18/61506 Mr John Ratcliffe Smethwick Council House Proposed removal 
Sandwell Metropolitan 297 High Street and replacement 

Borough Council Smethwick B66 3NT 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Devonshire Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure and One-Way Operation - No.2) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicle from proceeding via parts of Devonshire Road, Smethwick as listed below. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
11/05/18 effective from 05/03/18. It is anticipated that the work will be carried out 
in three phases: Phase 1 - Holly Lane - Walter Road (05/03/18 - 23/03/18): vehicles 
will be permitted to travel in a north westerly direction only. A diversion route will 
be signed for south east bound traffic via Holly Lane, St Paul’s Road and Sabell Road. 
Betram Road, at its junction with Devonshire Road will be closed for a short period during 
Phase 1 and the one-way operation of Bertram Road temporarily revoked whilst works 
take place. Phase 2 - Sabell Road - Stony Lane (26/03/18 - 20/04/18): vehicles will 
be permitted to travel in a south easterly direction only. A diversion route will be signed 
for north west bound traffic via Stony Lane, High Street, Sabell Road and vice-versa. 
Phase 3 - St Alban’s Road - Sabell Road (23/04/18 - 11/05/18): vehicles will be 
prohibited from travelling in any direction. A diversion route will be signed via Sabell 
Road, St Paul's Road, Bertram Road and via St Alban’s Road, St Paul’s Road, Sabell Road 
taking into account the one-way streets. Purpose - gas main renewal scheme by Balfour 
Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 


Department for Transport 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

The Secretary of State gives notice of the proposal to make an Order 
under section 247 of the above Act to authorise the stopping up of 
the whole of the unnamed highway as leads off Oldbury Road and 
a south western part width of Oldbury Road adjacent to the Warley 
Carriers Limited at West Bromwich in the Borough of Sandwell. 

If made, the Order would authorise the stopping up only to enable 
development as permitted by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council, under reference DC/17/60923 and DE/DC/17/61149. 
Copies of the draft Order and relevant plan will be available for 
inspection during normal opening hours at Oldbury Library, Jack 
Judge House, 10 Halesowen Street, Oldbury, B69 2AJ in the 28 days 
commencing on 22 February 2018, and may be obtained, free of charge, 
from the address stated below (quoting NATTRAN/WM/S247/3165). 
Any person may object to the making of the proposed order 
by stating their reasons in writing to the Secretary of State 
at nationalcasework@dft.gsi.gov.uk or National Transport 
Casework Team, Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE4 7AR, quoting the above reference. Objections 
should be received by midnight on 22 March 2018. Any person 
submitting any correspondence is advised that your personal data 
and correspondence will be passed to the applicant/agent to be 
considered. If you do not wish your personal data to be forwarded, 
please state your reasons when submitting your correspondence. 


G Patrick, Casework Manager 




KSOIC 

TRYING TO CONTACT 
MRS E. CHIN 


Anyone knowing her where¬ 
abouts in Rugeley and sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

Please contact Mrs P Watson. 

Box Number P21085 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 
ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 
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Simply super Suzuki Swift a top dog 



By Sharon Walters 

What a delight, a car that is a world player 
but with a model specifically designed for 
British and European roads. 

Any my how you can appreciate that 
when driving about in Suzuki’s simply super 
Swift. In order to suit the needs of European 
customers, Suzuki knew that simply designing 
and developing the new Swift in Japan would 
not be sufficient. So it turned to the roads 
of Europe, where teams of local evaluation 
drivers helped to hone the new car. 

Testing of the chassis, which is the 
centrepiece of the Swift’s evolution, started 
in January 2016 in the United Kingdom and 
Germany. Covering a total of more than 
6,000 miles, the teams tested as many as 90 
different suspension prototypes in an effort 
to meet the need for optimum steering feel 
together with providing supple and agile 
suspension for British roads. 

The latest model arrived on our shores last 
June 12 years after it first docked. An initial 
drive back then along winding roads in the 
Peak District impressed but how would it cope 
with my country commute to and from the 
office and lengthy trips on the motorway? 

Simply super! Sorry to sound so twee, but 
it was. 

This supermini made a big impact during 
its earlier incarnations and the latest seems 
to be doing even better. There is more room 
for people and their luggage and it is faster 
off the mark. At the same time it is a little 
more refined and more powerful while also 
being more economic. It is dynamic and 
comfortable as well, what more could you ask 
for? 

In a little more detail looks-wise it has a more 



There’s a good quality interior finish 

impressive grille, LED daytime running lights 
and stronger haunches which give it more 
prominence on the road. 

The Swift’s extra space comes courtesy 
of a longer wheelbase which permitted the 
engineers to give more space in the cabin, 
especially for those in the back, and a bigger 
boot of 265 litres - a very good space for a 
car of this size whcih can easily cope with 
luggage for a holiday. 

It’s a dynamic drive with its lower and wider 
stance and feels very secure when tackling 
tight corners. It is also comfortable and 
enjoyed that motorway cruise much more 
than I expected a car of the Swift’s size to do, 
as did I the driver. 

Swift is available as a five-door model 
in SZ3, SZ-T and SZ5 grades.Standard 
equipment for all models in the range 
is comprehensive and the SZ3 model 
with 1.2-litre Dualjet engine and manual 
transmission will include six airbags, air 
conditioning, leather steering wheel, DAB 
radio with Bluetooth and four speakers, rear 


privacy glass, LED daytime running lights, 15- 
inch wheels, body coloured door mirrors and 
front electric windows. 

A 90hp 1.2-litre four cylinder Dualjet engine 
offers C02 emissions of 98g/km and 65.7mpg 
for the manual transmission model. 

And the 111 PS 1.0-litre three cylinder 
Boosterjet turbo engine offers C02 emissions 
of 104g/km and 61.4mpg for manual 
transmission model. This Boosterjet engine 
might appear small but it is remarkable with 
that power and torque more usually found in 
a diesel engine than a small petrol and fuel 


economy. Going through the gears is quick 
and easy and in top gear is very refined giving 
quite remarkable fuel use on that motorway 
marathon I undertook. 

The Boosterjet is also available with Suzuki’s 
SHVS mild hybrid system offering C02 
emissions of 97g/km and Suzuki’s excellent 
ALLGRIP AUTO’ 4WD system, four-wheel 
drive system is a well proven and simple fully 
automatic and permanent four-wheel drive 
layout which transfers additional torque to the 
rear wheels when needed. 

Inside, for a car so modestly priced, there is 


a decent finish and quality of trim (it’s certainly 
not too plasticy) and interior features include 
a centre console turned five degrees towards 
the driver, front seats with optimised shape 
and spring position with heightened side 
bolsters. 

The facia is neat and tidy with sporty white 
accents and satin chrome with a basic black 
theme. The instrument cluster offers either 
colour or monochrome LCD in the centre 
with a coolant temperature and fuel gauge 
incorporated within the two main gauges. And 
all controls are easy to reach and operate. 


A "UPTO 
5YEARS 


Sandwell Garages 


www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B70 6AR 

0121 553 7693 


I 



CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE 


Welcome to the new Grandland X, Mokka X and Crossland X. Our exciting SUV family shows off 
premium-class innovations like touchscreen infotainment, LED lighting and sports ergonomic seats. 

So wherever you choose to go, there's an X to hit your spot. 


CROSSLANDL 


MOKKA X 


THE NEW 


FLEXIBLE 

FINANCE 


APR 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). For Crossland X, Mokka X and Grandland X Ranges: Urban: 32.8 
(8.6)- 68.9 (4.1), Extra-urban: 49.6 (5.7) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined: 42.2 (6.7) - 78.5 (3.6). C0 2 emissions: 155 - 93g/km. # 

Sandwell Garages Limited trading as Sandwell Garages are acting as a credit broker and not a lender, are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

Models shown are Crossland X SE, Grandland X Sports Nav and Mokka X Active. Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. 24 - 60 months term. Offer applies to private 
individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles (purchase only excluding B2B supported vehicles). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations between 19 December 2017 and 2 April 2018. #Fuel consumption information is official government 
environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to 
change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to press. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 22, 2018 
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Internal combustion engines backed 



Consumers don’t necessarily share the view of many organisations that the internal combustion engine has no role to play in the future 


New Mazda Driver Project research reveals 
continued support for the development of 
the internal combustion engine. 

Mazda’s multi-solution approach combines 
internal combustion engines with the latest 
electrification technologies. 

With the increase in electric car 
development new research by Mazda has 
revealed that 55 per cent of UK drivers, and 
almost 60 per cent of European drivers, see a 
positive future for petrol and diesel engines. 

The Mazda Driver Project research - 
commissioned together with Ipsos MORI 
- polled 11,008 people across key European 
markets and an average of 58 per cent believe 
there is “a lot of innovation and improvement 
still to come with petrol and diesel engines”. 

The headline results demonstrate that 
consumers don’t necessarily share the 
view of many organisations that the internal 
combustion engine has no role to play in the 
future of cars. 

This is further demonstrated by the fact that 
29 per cent of UK drivers “hope that diesel 
cars will continue to exist” as electric cars 
become more common, 44 per cent hope that 
petrol will continue and 36 per cent of drivers 
stated that if running costs were the same as 
an electric car they would “prefer a petrol/ 
diesel car”. 

Despite the gathering momentum behind 
autonomous vehicles, only 29 per cent of UK 
drivers “welcome the advent of self-driving 
cars”; against this backdrop, Mazda continues 
to progress its pioneering advanced safety 
features and Mazda Co-Pilot Concept, which 
uses autonomous driving technologies to give 
drivers peace of mind at the wheel. Perhaps 
surprisingly, there is virtually no evidence 
of greater support for self-driving cars in 



Mazda is taking a wheel-to-wheel view 


younger age groups across Europe. 

The findings arrive as Mazda ramps up 
its ‘Sustainable Zoom-Zoom 2030’ vision 
to combine the best of internal combustion 
engines with effective electrification 
technologies. Central to this ambition is 
SKYACTIV-X, the world’s first commercial 
petrol engine to use compression ignition; 
this new engine combines the advantages 
of petrol and diesel engines to achieve 
outstanding environmental performance, 
power and acceleration performance. 

Mazda Motor Europe’s president and CEO 
Jeff Guyton said: “The research findings 
are fascinating. The whole basis of our 
long-running Drive Together campaign is 
to celebrate the sheer joy of driving, and it 
appears that European drivers see a long 
road ahead for the internal combustion engine 
- we are working hard to make that road an 
even better experience for drivers everywhere. 

“We recently launched ‘Sustainable 
Zoom-Zoom 2030’, our long-term vision for 


technology development. In it, we set out how 
we plan to use driving pleasure to help solve 
issues facing people, the earth and society. 

In the case of greenhouse gas emissions, 
we believe it’s necessary to have the right 
solution at the right time. For us this means 
taking a well-to-wheel view, and therefore 
today’s most rational offering is a combination 
of internal combustion engines and electric 
devices which consider each market’s energy 
situation and power generation methods. In 
this context, we are determined to perfect the 
internal combustion engine. 

“As we seek to develop new technologies 
we will continue to put the driver at the heart 
of everything we do and focus on the bond 


between car and driver. We call this Jinba 
Ittai, which is the Japanese phrase used 
to describe the perfect harmony between 
the mounted archer and his horse. It is this 
human-centric philosophy that underpins our 
business and helps us create cars that bring 
the driver and their car closer together. 

“Our aim is a motorised society free of traffic 
accidents. There are three main keys to realise 
this. First, we continue to advance safety 
fundamentals across our range - driving 
position, pedal layout, visibility and our Active 
Driving Display. Second, we continuously 
develop, update and make standard many 
advanced safety features such as Blind Spot 
Monitoring. Finally, we aim to make the Mazda 


Co-Pilot Concept, which uses autonomous 
driving technologies to allow drivers to enjoy 
driving with peace of mind, standard by 2025.” 

Mazda believes driving is a skill that people 
want to keep. It is an activity that can be fun 
as well as functional and many would like to 
see this skill retained for future generations. 
These sentiments are certainly evident in the 
research results which showed a significant 
emotional connection between car and driver. 
For example, an average of 69 per cent of 
drivers “hope that future generations will 
continue to have the option to drive cars” - the 
figure is as high as 74 per cent in Poland and 
70 per cent or higher in the UK, Germany, 
France and Sweden. 


L V CARS 

GREAT DEALS 
ON USED CARS 


64 REG AUDI A1 1.4 TFI SPORT 3-dr, White, Half 
Leather, Power Steering, Full Audi SH, 

41 k miles.£9,999 

10 REG AUDI Q7 3.0 TDSI SE TIPTRONIC QUATTRO 
5-dr, Red, Full Leather, FSH, Excellent Condition, 
50k miles. £16,495 

62 REG BMW 1 SERIES 2.0 118d M SPORT 2-dr 
Auto, Red, RCL, PAS, Alloys, Radio/CD/MP3, FSH, 
54k miles. £10,999 

08 REG BMW Z4 2.0i SPORT ROADSTER 2-dr, Silver, 
A/C, RCL, ABS, Radio/C D/M P3, Alloys, 

58k miles.£5,999 

64 REG CITROEN DS3 1.6 BLUE HDi DSIRE 3-dr, 
Black, A/C, RCL, Alloys, Sports Seats, Stunning, 

29k miles. £7,699 

57 REG FORD GALAXY 1.8 TDCi ZETEC 5-dr, Gold, 

7 Seater, Alloys, PAS, RCL, 1 Former Owner, 94k 
miles. £4,595 

65 REG NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA XTRONIC CVT 
5-dr Auto, Black, ABS, Cruise Control, 

5,589 miles. £10,995 

60 REG NISSAN QASHQAI 1.6 ACENTA 2WD, 5-dr, 
Beige, ABS, Alloys, Rear Park System, Full Nissan 
SH, 40k miles. £7,495 

57 REG RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 WT DYNAMIQUE 
5-dr, Gold, Alloys, Front Fog Lights, A/C, Cruise 
Control, 68k miles. £1,995 

14 REG SKODA RAPID SPACEBACK 1.6 TDI 

GREENLINE 5-dr, Silver, Alarm, A/C, PAS, RCL, 
ABS, Alloys, 69k miles. £5,995 

62 REG VAUXHALL CORSA 1.21 12V ACTIVE 3-dr, 
Grey, RCL, ABS, Bluetooth, Radio/CD/MP3, 69k 
miles. £4,295 

15 REG VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6 CDTI ECOFLEX 

5-dr, Black, Start/Stop, PAS, Alarm, Alloys, Digital 
Radio, 16k miles. £9,995 


205-215 Halesowen Road, 
Netherton, DY2 9PU 
01384 592564 
07441 907791 
www.lvcars.co.uk 
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60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 LS 5 Door In White, Full Body 
Kit, Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Con.£2999 

10 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 Dynamic 3 Door Silver, Alloy 
Wheels, Power Steering, Electric Windows, CD Player, 

Air Conditioning.£2799 

09 VAUXHALL MERIVA1.4 Met Grey, Power Steering, 

Air Conditioning, Electric Windows, Electric Mirrors, 

CD Player.£2699 

10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SXi 5 Door In Red, Alloys, 

CD Player, Power steering, Electric Windows, Air 

Conditioning.£2799 

09 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 5 Door, Met Black, Alloys 1/2 
Leather, Power steering, Electric Windows, CD Player, 

Air Conditioning.£2999 

07 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.5 Diesel Met gold, Alloy 
Wheels, Power steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning, CD Player. £2199 

10 PEUGEOT 207 VERVE 1.4 Met Silver, 5 Door, Alloy 
Wheels, Power Steering, Electric Windows, Air 

Conditioning, CD Player.£2999 

07 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIC CONVERTIBLE, 

Met Grey, Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, Electric 

Windows, CD Player. £1999 

56 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.6 3 Door Met Grey 
Face Lift, Power steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning, CD Player.£2999 

08 CITROEN C31.6 Diesel 5 Door, Black, Alloy Wheels, 
CD Player, Electric Windows, Power Steering, 

Air Conditioning. £1999 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS 
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON 

www.britanniamotor.co.uk 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 OAH j - 

0121 561 5588 b 

Debit and credit cards accepted I r 

CARS WANTED FOR CASH I 


New Sport Model joins 
luxury Lexus RX line-up 



The RX 450h Sport is distinguished by a series of exterior elements 


The Lexus RX is making a stylish 
start to 2018 with the addition of 
a new Sport model to the luxury 
crossover range. 

The combination of new, black- 
themed style details plus an 
equipment specification rich in 
luxury and technology features give 
the new RX Sport extra customer 
appeal, together with the proven 
quality, refinement and efficiency of 
its self-charging petrol-electric hybrid 
powertrain. 

The RX 450h Sport is distinguished 
by a series of exterior elements with a 
matching black finish. 

Chrome 

This includes a powerful rendition 
of the trademark Lexus spindle grille, 
featuring a sequence of horizontal 
black fins, framed in chrome and 
flanked by fog lights set in new black 
surrounds. The 20-inch alloy wheels 
have a twin-spoke design and are also 
finished in black. 

The side profile is further punctuated 
by new black housings for the heated, 
electrically adjustable door mirrors 
with integrated turn indicators and 
auto-folding function. 

The cabin has an all-black theme, 
including the smooth leather 
upholstery. 

At the rear a new black and chrome 
diffuser treatment for the lower part of 
the bumper creates a strong contrast 
with the bodywork colour while 
also expressing the RX’s status as 
a spacious SUV with all-wheel drive 
capability. 


It sits at the heart of the RX range as 
an accessible choice for customers, 
based on the Luxury grade. 

In addition to its specific external 
features, the RX Sport is equipped 
to a high level. LED headlights with 
Automatic High Beam, smooth 
leather upholstery Lexus Premium 
Navigation, a 12.3-inch multimedia 
display, heated and ventilated front 
seats with power adjustment and a 


memory setting for the driver’s seat, 
steering wheel and door mirrors. 

The fourth generation RX has a 
top five-star safety rating from Euro 
NCAP and all versions are fitted with 
the Lexus Safety System-i- package 
of active safety and driver assistance 
features. 

The new RX Sport is on sale now, 
priced £51,645 on- the-road. 
















































Welcome to Old Hill - new signing Naqaash Tahir 



Test match players Ron and Dean Headley and Mushtaq Mohammed have all represented Old Hill Cricket Club down the years 

Old Hill bid to make 
the long climb back 


James Lane, centre, of sponsors Homeserve Furniture Repairs Ltd, with, from left, club captain 
Jonathan Wright, chairman Mo Javaid, Naqaash Tahir and first XI skipper Ravi Nagra 


OLD HILL Cricket Club chairman 
Mo Javaid is determined to get 
the club on the front foot this 
summer 

The Haden Hill outfit have found 
themselves in a spin in recent years 
with back-to-back relegations mean¬ 
ing they will start this season in 
the bottom tier of the Birmingham 
League. 

To cricket players and followers of a 
certain vintage that fact is difficult to com¬ 
prehend. Old Hill are steeped in history 
and were one of the big-hitters on the club 
cricket scene. 

During their halcyon days in the late 
80s and early 90s they appeared in five Na¬ 
tional Knockout finals at Lord’s and were 
triumphant on four occasions. 

Troubled 

They had a following that was the envy 
of clubs up and down the country with ex- 
Test cricketers such as Ron Headley (West 
Indies), Mushtaq Mohammed (Pakistan) 
and Greg Matthews (Australia) plying their 
trade while a young Dean Headley would go 
on to represent England. 

But times have not been so kind since 
the club dropped out of the Birmingham 
League top flight in 2006 and last season’s 
troubled campaign ended with them taking 
another hit. 

But what’s gone is gone as far as Javaid 
is concerned and he is only looking to the 
future. 

His passion for the place is obvious as he 
talks about the good times and the bad. 

“I was voted in as chairman in July last 
year so this will be my first full season in 
that role,” said Javaid. 

“But this is my 33rd season at the club. 
I have seen all the good times, everything 
that was going Old Hill won it. 


SPORT FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“The numbers have 
declined but the better 
standard of cricket you 
play you will get people 
b ack.” _ 

“I have played here and watched games 
here when there has been five or six hun¬ 
dred people watching. 

“Obviously the numbers have declined 
but the better standard of cricket you play 
you will get people back. 

“We have got a fantastic following still. I 
am probably biased but as far as I am con¬ 
cerned it’s the best in the league. 

“Even now you will get 100, 200 people 
following. We need to give them something 
to shout about now.” 

After spending three decades at Old Hill 
Javaid is more qualified than most to com¬ 
ment and while he is upbeat and positive 
about the future, sometimes actions speak 
louder than words, and the club’s first piece 
of winter recruitment speaks volumes. 

Old Hill have made a statement of intent 
for the season ahead by signing former 
Warwickshire seamer Naqaash Tahir. 

Tahir, a proven wicket-taker, posed 
plenty of problems for batsmen during his 
spells with Smethwick and Moseley. 

He should prove quite a handful in divi¬ 
sion three and Javaid is delighted to have 
him on board and to spearhead what he 
hopes will be a turnaround in fortunes. 

“Over the last few years things have gone 
backwards and unfortunately last year was 


the big one when we suffered relegation to 
division three,” said Javaid. 

“There were lots of reasons for that 
and it didn’t help that we had four or five 
first team players injured for a long time 
throughout the season and then obviously 
the situation we had with the disciplinary 
hearing and being docked points after the 
Fordhouses game. That knocked us for six 
really. 

“But we have said as a club that’s hap¬ 
pened and it’s gone now. We have got to 
look to the future and we have got to be 
positive about things. 

“And I think you can see signs of that 
positivity by signing Naqaash. He is a qual¬ 
ity player. 

“As soon as people saw that we had 
signed him I think they were thinking ‘hold 
on what’s happening?’. 

Steeped 

“We have been talking to him over the 
winter period and I think he wanted a new 
challenge.” 

Further new signings are in the pipeline 
for a side that will be once again led by Jon¬ 
athan Wright, another man steeped in Old 
Hill’s history, with Javaid insisting promo¬ 
tion is the aim. 

“We want to be in the top two next sea¬ 
son, we want to be promoted,” said Javaid. 

“There are lots of things happening at 
the club and with Naqaash coming, cer¬ 
tainly on the cricket side, it’s going to help 
us build as well. 

“We are refurbing the clubhouse. We are 
having a new bar put in, new carpets, ta¬ 
bles, chairs, curtains and that sort of stuff. 

“We have got a new committee and we 
are all very, very keen to develop both the 
cricket side and the clubhouse. 

“And a local company, Homeserve from 
Brierley Hill, are sponsoring us again. 

“There is a lot of enthusiasm and we are 
looking forward to the season.” 


Enjoy knockout night 
with boxer McGuigan 

MORE than 30 years on from one of boxing’s most memorable nights, fight¬ 
ing legend Barry McGuigan will entertain his fans again - in Birmingham. 

The Evening With . . . event takes place on March 23 at the Irish Centre 
in Digbeth. It was a summer evening in 1985, at the Loftus Road football 
ground in London, that ‘The Clones Cyclone’ deposed the mighty Eusebio 
Pedroza to win the WBA world featherweight title. 

It was the culmination of a remarkable journey for the charismatic young 
man from County Monaghan in Ireland. His sporting triumph is a story 
which brought the divided communities in the north of Ireland together. 
Today, McGuigan writes and commentates on the sport, runs the success¬ 
ful Cyclone Promotions Company and manages some of the world’s best 
boxers. 

Tickets for the event, which will also include a photo opportunity, are £25 
and available from either behind the bar at the Irish Centre in Digbeth or 
online at www.shamrockevents.co.uk 


Ben goes for boxing 
gold on Gold Coast 

BLACK County boxing hope Ben Whittaker is off to the Commonwealth 
Games in Australia - and warned his rivals: “I’m going for gold on the 
Gold Coast.” 

The Darlaston fighter has been selected to represent England at the 
games which start Down Under in April and will fight in the 75kg category. 

The 20-year-old said he couldn’t wait to get out there and don the Eng¬ 
land vest. “We’re due to fly out in mid-march for a training camp and to get 
acclimatised ahead of the games,” he said. “I’m going for gold on the Gold 
Coast. I’m not looking for anything else other than a gold medal. 

“I’m going there to win and let all the others worry about me - I know 
that if I box how I know I can then I’ll be wearing a gold medal round my 
neck at the end,” said Whittaker, who boxes out of Firewalker Boxing Club, 
in Wolverhampton. 

Whittaker has also set his sights on the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo before 
turning professional. 


FA investment offers 
grants to new teams 

A £1.5 million FA investment will give aspiring grassroots footballers from 
two under-represented groups a greater chance of participation. 

The Grow the Game programme, delivered by the Football Foundation 
and launched in 2010, offers grants to grassroots clubs that wish to create 
new teams. This year, applications are being encouraged from clubs that 
want to start female or disability teams. 

Grow the Game grants help to reduce the costs associated with setting up 
new teams, with £1,500 available for each team a club creates. Funding can 
help pay for FA coaching courses, league affiliation costs, referees’ fees, first 
aid kits and strips. Applications close on March 29. For details, clubs should 
contact their own County FA or visit the Football Foundation website. 

Grow the Game is inclusive of players from different genders, ethnic 
backgrounds, faiths, ages, sexual orientations and those with disabilities. 
Applications that originate from, or provide for, under-represented commu¬ 
nities are being encouraged. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 22, 2018 






































How's that? Cricket club 
looks to climb back up 


Page 39 


3 

A 


SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Hero Wile 
blasts four 
in Taxi-gate 

GARETH BARRY, Jonny Evans, Jake 
Livermore and Boaz Myhill have been 
labelled “ridiculously stupid” by Albi¬ 
on’s celebrated former captain John 
Wile. The quartet apologised in the wake 
of allegations they stole a taxi during the 
club’s training camp in Barcelona. 

Barry and Evans started Saturday’s 
FA Cup defeat by Southampton and 
Myhill was among the substitutes, a sit¬ 
uation Wile believes indicates the club 
are not in a position to strongly punish 
them. 

“It goes from bad to worse,” Wile, 70, 
said. “To take advantage of going away, 
you’d hope everyone would treat it as it 
should be and lift the pressure a little 
bit. 

“To do what they have done, know¬ 
ing they were out beyond the curfew - 
I actually thought the curfew was very 
generous at 12am - and then to do some¬ 
thing ridiculously stupid like allegedly 
take a taxi, beggars belief. 

“What surprised me is these aren’t 
kids. They’re four adults, four very 
senior professionals, and that’s just not 
the sort of behaviour you’d expect from 
someone of their standing. 

“It’s a total disrespect for the people 
who are employing them and for the peo¬ 
ple who support them every week.” 

The majority of Wile’s 500 appear¬ 
ances for West Brom came during the 
1970s in which players had far less 
power and, having also served the club 
as caretaker manager and chief execu¬ 
tive, he recognises the difficult position 
they are in. “They don’t have the luxury 
of saying we can do without these play¬ 
ers because they don’t have enough good 
players,” he added. 

Andrews back in the 
saddle at Heathens 

BRADLEY Andrews has been named as 
the final member of Cradley’s National 
Trophy side. 

New Zealand-born Andrews is back 
with the Heathens two seasons after 
making his British League debut with 
the club. He joins Adam Roynon, Jordan 
Jenkins, Kyle Bickley, Conor Dwyer, 
Drew Kemp and Jason Edwards in the 
line-up. 

Andrews, is looking forward to his 
return. He said: “The supporters were 
great right through and a lot are still 
good friends, so I’m really looking for¬ 
ward to meeting up with everyone again. 

“I think the team that has been picked 
for Cradley has some very strong riders 
in it and I’ll have to be at my best to get 
my four rides.” 

Heathens Director Nigel Pearson said: 
“I’d like to congratulate Will Pottinger 
and Gary Patchett on the work they’ve 
done with the team. 

’’They’ve delivered a very exciting 
team for the Heathens fans.” 

Heathens have received an off-track 
boost with Motor Market continuing 
their role as title sponsors. 


Weakened Wednesbury just fall short 


Market Drayton 18 Wednesbury 17 

WEDNESBURY made the trip to Market Dray¬ 
ton with a side reduced by illness and injuries. 

Wednesbury took an early lead after only a min¬ 
ute, captain Lee Allwood picked up a knock-on 
and raced on to go over under the posts, Matt 
Dale added the conversion. 

From the restart Market went straight on the 
attack throwing everything at Wednesbury. With 
15 minutes gone Market were awarded a penalty 
which they converted. The game was ferocious 
with no quarter being given. With two minutes to 


go, Market made the breakthrough forcing their 
way over in the corner for the try, no conversion. 

Wednesbury made the breakthrough 10 min¬ 
utes into the second half, pushing Market back 
with the ruck, playing the ball out to Jordan All¬ 
wood who jinked his way through to go over for 
the try, no conversion, then Stan Zvidi managed 
to race down the pitch for the try, no conversion. 

Within a few minutes Market were again on 
the score sheet, pushing Wednesbury back from 
a ruck they forced their over for a try, and then 
added the conversion. For the last 20 minutes 


of the game both sides battled to increase their 
score, the breakthrough came for Market with 
just five minutes remaining, they were awarded 
a penalty which they converted to take a narrow 
lead. This spurred Wednesbury on forcing their 
way forward they were awarded a penalty just 
inside the Market half, they chose to pick for the 
points, the kick was dead in line but fell just short 
of the cross bar. 

This weekend Wednesbury are on the road 
again travelling to Eccleshall for the semi final of 
the Staffordshire Junior Vase - kick off 2.15pm. 


PARDEW FEELS 
THE PRESSURE 


ALAN Pardew’s position as 
Albion head coach is coming 
under increasing scrutiny from 
the board but it’s understood 
his job is safe for now. 

Pressure is beginning to pile up on 
the Baggies boss following four defeats 
in a row and off-pitch controversies in¬ 
volving four senior players. 

Returning chief executive Mark Jenkins was 
at Saturday’s game, when Albion were dumped 
out of the FA Cup by Southampton. The Saints 
won 2-1, Salamon Rondon with a superb volleyed 
consolation after goals from Wesley Hoedt and 
Dusan Tadic. 

Jenkins said: “Although events of the last week 
inevitably bring a certain amount of disruption 
and speculation to a club, I do not anticipate any 
more changes. 

“All our support and energy will be focused 
on doing all we can to help Alan Pardew and the 
players pull off another ‘great escape’.” 

Although that was written before the allega¬ 
tions of a taxi being stolen in Barcelona emerged, 
it’s understood Albion’s hierarchy do not want 
any more unnecessary upheaval after a disrup¬ 
tive period. However, Pardew is under increasing 
pressure to deliver results in the next few league 
games, starting with the crucial home tie against 
Huddersfield this weekend. 

“Trust me I will be there Monday morning 
bright and early to try and get ourselves ready 
for Huddersfield,” said Pardew, who insists he’s 
the right man to lead Albion forward. “I’m an 
experienced manager. I’ve experienced this situ¬ 
ation times before. 

“Once I have been relegated, at Charlton, but 
I’ve got out of this situation before at Newcastle 
and Crystal Palace and I’m determined to get out 
of this one as well.” 

Pardew has been criticised for taking his team 
to Barcelona for a three-day warm-weather train¬ 
ing camp, but Albion’s head coach says the re¬ 
ports that have emerged from that trip do not 
fairly reflect his squad. 


Baggies Bomber hails his fans 



The duo did battle on the Grove v Eubank Jr undercard at Manchester 


BOXER Tommy Langford hailed 
his army of Albion fans after re¬ 
taining his British middleweight 
belt with a unanimous points de¬ 
cision victory against Jack Arn- 
field. 

The Baggies Bomber came out 
on top in the battle of the techni¬ 
cal fighters and looked comfort¬ 
able on the front with a bigger 
variety of punches at the bout 
on the George Groves v Chris 
Eubank Jr undercard in Man¬ 
chester. It was his first defence 


of the Lonsdale middleweight 
belt Langford claimed in No¬ 
vember 2016. Devon-born Lang¬ 
ford, whose record now stands at 
20-1, had too much tactically for 
Blackpool’s Arnfield. He said: “I 
just want to say a massive thanks 
to all my West Brom fans for 
your support.” 

Brum’s Langford, 28 may de¬ 
fend the belt for a second time 
next against Oldham’s Mark 
Heffron or alternatively set his 
sights on a European title. 



Teenage ace 
to be in like 
Flint for Bulls 

TALENTED teen Leon Flint will ride 
for the Birmingham Bulls in this year’s 
Midland Development League. 

Flint, who has just turned 15, is al¬ 
ready a confirmed starter at reserve for 
the Brummies in the National League. 

Now he will have the chance to gain 
extra track time during second half fix¬ 
tures at Perry Barr. 

Co-promoter David Mason said: 
“When we’d had it confirmed that the 
Bulls were going to be running in the 
MDL, Leon was one of the riders we defi¬ 
nitely wanted in the squad - 2018 will be 
his first full season in speedway and it’s 
going to be a huge year for him.” 

Meanwhile, the annual press and 
practice day will be held at Perry Barr 
Stadium on Wednesday, March 21. 

Media guests will have the opportu¬ 
nity to interview the 2018 Brummies 
from 1pm trackside, with photograph 
sessions taking place simultaneously. 

From 1.45pm, supporters willing to 
make a donation to the Birmingham 
Riders’ Fund will be able to access the 
stadium to watch their new-look side 
blow away the cobwebs. 

And the club can also confirm that 
their popular Meet The Riders event 
will be staged on the same evening, in 
the Main Grandstand bar (7.30). 

Co-promoter David Mason said: “The 
2018 season promises to be an exciting 
one for Birmingham Speedway both on 
and off the track. We’ve assembled a 
very strong team who are more than ca¬ 
pable of challenging for honours.” 

John on target to 
meet ex-champ 

WEST Midlands’ John Morris will tack¬ 
le former PDC world champion John 
Part on the main stage at the ‘FA Cup of 
darts’ after qualifying at Rileys Wolver¬ 
hampton. The PDC has confirmed Mor¬ 
ris’ UK Open clash with the Canadian 
two-time titlist will finish the first ses¬ 
sion with the ITV4 cameras rolling live. 

This year’s finals returns to Butlins 
in Minehead, broadcast on ITV4 from 
March 2-4, and the 128-player field for 
the competition’s 16th year has been 
determined. Rileys Sports Bars worked 
alongside the PDC to produce 32 ‘wild¬ 
cards’ to join the latter’s professionals at 
the tournament. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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HOME 

COMFORTS 


CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

FREE QUOTATIONS 



OPENING TIMES Mon • Fri 9.30 - 5pm, Sat 9.30 • 4pm 
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B71 3HS 
0121 588 5904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 






































